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| Her otiginal Letter to > JOUN CALCRAFT, nay 
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; | « The Web of our Life is 1 Yarn, Good and n 

by together; our Virtues would be proud, if our Faults whipt 1 
4 them not; and our Crimes would deſpair, if cs Is not S 
4 cheriſhed by our Virtues .. 
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= . EY my 1 1 KY * * nr. 
1 Fes 16 Ho 


HAD cleared OY Red the laſt ſeaſon 
upwards of el Pat, hundeed N. This 
as owing to cauſes... 1 
| Tome time. 1 7 to be ſole dicta- 


bad for 8 


Areſs among the polite "Tanks in the article I 


of dreſs. My judgment in this point was 
he d in ſo much eſtimation, that the ladies nr 
would have been wretched who did not con- 

fault me relative to their birth- day Or fan & 
. cloaths. A'maſquerade had. been ede 54 
the foreign Ambaſſadors, "which was the 
7 ſplendid entertainment of che kind SE 
ever Teen in Er land. This afforded me 

and 2 dre er, Mrs. Tings (whom 1 had . 
let behind me at Drury-lane when 1 re- 


1 95 N * n to bx A 
8 85 N . 8 3 ferent 


moved from that Theatre) ſufficient 2 7 N 


* 
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fetent dteſſes for the crouds of ladies That 
applied to us. Had I ſuffered it, there would 
have been a hundred Eltrudas. Lady Kil- 
dare and Lady Granby were now added to 
my liſt of patroneſſes. In return for the aſ- 
ſiſtance J had given the numerous ladies upon 
this occaſion, they each of them made a 
point to employ all their intereſt to increaſe 
the emoluments of my night. Ie 8 0 

Dr. Francis having been promoted through 
my application to Mr. Fox, and his promo- 
tion much talked of, I was looked up to as 
a proper perſon through whom to ſeek for 
preferment. All the military ' gentlemen, 
therefore, Teized this opportunity to court 
my favour; and as the ſureſt way to do ſb, 
* a handſome tribute to my theatrical me- 

'Lord Kildare, Lord Granby, Mr. Fox, 
290 Mr. Digby who was now returned from 
abroad, took four tickets at one hundred 
EE pounds each; and the three laſt continued 
"their liberality to me till death. All theſe 
© circumſtances combined, account for the large- 
| neſs of the before-mentioned —_ 

I befides received preſents from Afia, 
Africa, and America, together with others 
the produce of our on climate. In ſhort I 
Vas now in. poſſeſſion of every thing .that 
"ould. excite the envy of the world. And 
yet amidft all this, even in the very Zenith 
of wy ſplendor, I was not happy. Like 
the 2 - Da wk in Carolin, who wept 

er 


: * 88 
under the maſqu 


a . IAN. + 


a time when I have been thought by my ſur- 


rounding gueſts to be as happy as affluence 
And the acquiſition of fame could make me, 
I have ſecretly exclaimed : © Where art thou 
e to be found, O happineſs! Thy only re- 


E fidence can be with thoſe bleſſed yotaries 


/ 


© to Heaven, who having never experienced 
«the delufive pleaſures and corroding cares 


« of the world, ſecure within the cloiſtered 
« walls, the peaceful abode of e | 


JJ 
The conſtant pertürbation I' underwent 


898 


” 2 


and wake him. 


1 t! e, while he excited peals 
of laughter from his admiring audience, my 
miles covered an uneaſy mind. And many 


was in the' houſe ; adding, that he would gd 


Il being eight & clock in the evening, E 


" 
1 
4 : . 4 - * 
. * 8 ot 
— 
a N wah; (Santana 
©, HARRIS... 
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| Lt from his "YOu in bed, 
| that uin was indiſpoſed. But I was in- 
* Formed 1 Mr. Beard, who was likewiſe one 
of the company, that my worthy friend, hav- 
ing been detained longer in town, the laſt 
time he vifited the metropolis, than he wiſhed, 
#brqugh his. d with his numerous 
. he had made a reſolutio d der 
40 go to London again. And as he dis 
chooſe to he totally 6 5 e Cook 
of a few of his particular friends, he had re- 
_ queſted them to make a ben e and Met — 
| E 19 at Smith's. 


. they Mey Fad dnt 


me Howes a quantity 


3. Jon Jo 14 Ie rer 
1 much 8 but when Mr. 
Beard mentioned Ry 1 agb * N 4 Wy 


Cient to ſerve them or ear. 
Wpilſt K* was recewing this informatio 
i by which ti time ve had reached Ne garden, 
, heard . h- lov X 1 calling out 
to me, © I will come 0 you ;preſen nuly !” 
7 Turning aha; 1. Fee bin, u the win- 
 _ dow, with h is DI CAP! on; an apo 
could ſuppoſe bead led it off, he join. 
Vs. As he came along, e had. Irgered 
3 10 dreſs every thing in the der; ang 11.1 
could procure any niceties in the town, t 
J. His orders were obeyed f 
ter of the command; and my zourney beit 
Protradted by this unexpetted ENCOUNter, he. 
Ore er VER: WO to dinner, 


Gay 


6. A. 2 11 5 


nn in e ; to/a ble furniſhed 
like a Lord Nils cody. or 9 


Previous to our dining, I kad the happi- 
8 1257 to enjoy an agreeable tete. tte with this 


| of men. In it, I acquaimed him with 
1 every eircumſtance relative to myſelf, that 
had paffed fince 1 ſaw him Taft: And as 1 


Sad the: inexpreſſible fatisfactiom to find that 


Mis friendſhip was unabated, and he ſtill loveck 
mie with the Mondnels of a father, J receive 
chat confolation from his advice, which 12 
ways experienced from unboſothing ut rel 
to this moſt difintereſted and fincereſt of. - 
friends. At three o'clock I retired, and or- 
ered, x polt-chaiſe to purſue my journey; 


| kaving thofe chearful, fons of Bacchus, 1 


Hoo ſay to their nofurnal orgies, for it was 
e of the fineſt mornings 1 ever beheld, but 


10 * os their oblations to his eivinity- | 


ip. feat geniuſes will be excentric De- 
2 the common rules. of common mortals, 

Will not adtnit of any reſtraint from 
2 but indulge the vivifying inſpirations, 


ill wearied nature, unable te keep pace 


Wich the intefleflital powers, calls for repoſe... 
i accounts for the not unfrequentedt 


3 with regard to hours, of m 
Nu: | 4; 


tet fom my 


"oe her maſter was 5 a violent ar. 


ae Brifto}, F found a let- 
Looper maid, wherein the informed me 


thatthy _ 3 
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daughter has taken the. ſmall pox ; and that | 
my other had indiſcreetly ſuffered the child | 
ig lie in her arms, as ſhe had before per- 
pitted my ſon, George Metham, to do, which 
had occaſioned ſymptoms that Mr. Adair 
| ſeemed to think. dangerous. This obliged me 
to remeaſure back the road I had juſt come. 
Ins anxiety for my mother, whoſe tenderneſs 
* had induced her to run ſuch a 
her health, ſhe not having had that 
B34 diſorder, as already obſerved, impelling 
me t uſe the utmoſt expedition, I ordered 
two additional horſes to be put to the chaiſe, 
and wiſhed for wings to haſten my journey. 
When T again reached Marlborough, which 
Vas about two. o'clock at noon, I found that 
r. Quin was not yet ſtirring. But as. I 
could not, either from my Own. feelings, or 
Mr. Calcraft' s, whoſe impatience I well Knew. 
avoid making the moſt expeditious return, 
3 1 would not wait till he got up; but inſiſt- 
ing upon his not riſing, I chatted by bis 
bed - ſide till the en as Announces? to 
he ready. x 
When my companion 1 myſelf. were. | 
ſeated in the chaiſe, . in the courſe of conver- 
ſation I found, that, though we. were both. 
_ impatient to be in town, that impatien ce, | 
" ſprung from very different motives, Whilſt 
L was lamenting the caulp of my ſudden re. 
call, Mrs. Walker. was pleaſing herſelf. with, - 
Jagrecable expeRtations, ; Being wy above 
21. | 6 £ 2 * 


_ Delany's, deatb, ſhe. was unkind enough, 


2 82 
: * 8 * ** * Lo 
3 8 85 „ 3 kn & 2 55 2 1 = * 
ö * . Ja, 
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diſguiſe, I had made no ſecret to her, as 
ſhe had ſo long known every tranſaQtion of 
my liſe, of my having a man of quality as 
a profeſſed admirer, who, was both rich and 
generous, - She from thence concluded, that 
as ſoon. as Mr. Calcraft- was dead, I might 
be induced to form a connection with this 
nobleman, and thereby have it in my power 
to be more liberal to her chan at l L 


eould be. 1 «31 1 


She was the 1 BAI anxious for PEE event, 
as ſhe imagined I ſhoutd then enable her to 
retrieve a loſs ſhe had ſuſtained through hey 
Indiſcretion, After her firſt N Mr, 
Bout pollefled. of che ability, to refuſe al- 

ance to his filter, who was rather in dif- | 


 trefled circumſtances, Enraged at this, the 


ſiſter commenced a ſuit. of law againſt. ben; 


and as her only ſurviving child was now 


dead, and there was no legitimate heir, ſhe 
aimed from her an. eſtate, which her huſband | 
d left her for, a maintenance. By theſe 


| intereſted views were my companion's. thoughts. 
agitated during our return, whillt mine were 


* with anxiety. 


_ As I ſhall have W to mention Wal- b 


ker and: his lordſhip * again in the courſe of 
oy, narrative, 1 ſhall add nothing further re- 


rs e ther here, but purſue my journey 
k 8 ce . 


« 
5 , 
, : 42'S 
_ * ＋ * 4 * 
Wo 1 1 
2 * * 
* 
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Upon my arrival in town, I had the hap- 
pineſs to find that the intelligence I had re- 
. , Eeived of my mother's indiſpoſition was but 
a falſe alarm. That Mr. Calcraft's gout had 
only been occafioned by potations trong. And 
that my dear little gitl, whom Mr. Adair had 
attended with unremitted affiduity, was thought 
by him not to be in ſo dangerous a ftate as 


vas at firſt expected. „ e 

There is nothing excites the tender paſ- 
| ons fo much as indifpoſition. To a ſuſcep- 
Udle mind, a friend or relative labouring un: 
der diſeaſe and pain, is doubly endeared by 
the afflictive viſitation, At leaſt ſuch have 
always been may ſenſations. Which induced 
my dear departed friend, Miſs Conway, to 
declare, that I ſhould make the beſt “ Beguin 
that ever attended an hoſpital. No wondet 
then that anxiety took entire poſſeſſion of my 
mind, when the angel of death ſcemed to 
' threaten with his dart the little innocent 
whoſe happineſs wy 0vn was ſo entwined 
with. Mr. Calera pete to have no ap» 
prehenfions but for the lofs of beauty in bis 
Aarling child, from the disfiguring diſcaſe,. - 
This, however, was the leaſt of my care. 
To me, 4 waht f atrsRticn ih her, Teerded 
rather more defirable. Judging from fad 
experience, I lathented my own power to 
pleaſe, - For though d ſerſe of duty enabled 50 
An order of nuns, by their rules are obliged ts 8t- 
154 — = of nuns * their rules * ged to 


* K. bv Þ Kur. 9 


de bebave with * + tides ety towardy- 
Mr. Calcraft ; ' and an abſence of almolt 
eighteen months had! obliterated' all. fenſa- 
tions of tenderneſs for Mr. Metham; it was- 
wick petpetnal regret I reflected, that I had 
ever had any qualifications which copld have 
been the means of my being forced into a 
connection with a man 1 never could love. 
Cupid has been repreſented by painters, 
in the attitude of ridin upon the moſt pow- 
erfur of bealfs, and guiding it according to- 
His will. Bat It never entered into the ima- 
tion of theſe depicting ſons ef ſcienee 
that Love himfelf was to be rendered ſubſer- 
Hert to any fway.—He rules with as bi A 
band as the moſt deſpotic foveteign.— And 
as'It is- not in the power of tmortals to 2 
1d his fnafts, fo fieither is it to died them. 
Ade whion of hearts 3s 2 1 in 
which he wilt not bear: the roul.— 


I muſt therefore ſtand acquitted for not beit 


os beſtow my àaffechion on a' man, w 
e Jnifer of hearts had not let 
Wo h thy own. AﬀeRtion-might be 
3 indeed; and it toe oſten is; 


but the deception: cannot laff' long. Nor 
would'1 forfeit that fücerity 1 f much vas 
_ on, to . the millreſs. of =_ 
wo 


ao. T H. E. LISE 0 Þ 


in the man yen call your's, a ſoul congenial 
to your own! And may you never know, like 
me, What it is to beſtow your. hand where * 
cannot be ene with your heart! 


G. . K. 


15 > 
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LETTER LV. 


| February 23, 17— - 
'y 3 Sterne, i in his Sentimental 
Journey, when he ſet out in order to 
Wait upon the French miniſter at Verſailles, 
and went to the Count. de:B——'s, exclaims, 
«© I think there is a fatality in it.—I ſeldom 
« go to the place I ſet out for.” I have fre- 
uently. made a ſimilar obſervation (and I 
quently I have hinted. ſomething of- it in a for- 
mer letter) which is, that our beſt laid plans 
are often circumvented .— Thus, I ſet off for 
- Briltol, agreeable | to the account I gave you 
in my laſt, in order to enjoy a few weeks of 
relaxation from MIC and anxieties I was 
gonſtantly a to. But I was not ſuffered 
by the invif ple agents who make all our 
moves, to carry my deſign into execution. 
Thad no. ſooner reached the place of my 
deſtination, than from unforeſeen accidents 
my recall had outſtripped myſelf; my ex- 
pectations were totally E and I was 
obliged to return to accumulated vexations. 

Such diſappointments, I know, are uſually. 
21 
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imputed to accident, and lightly thought of. 
But I cannot help conſidering them as a part 
of the arrangement of the a oreſaid ſportive 
beings, who are either permitted to enjoy 
the perplexities which they themſelves oc- 
caſion to poor mortals; or elſe, they are in- 
tended as trials of our patience and ſubmiſ- 
3 in your ſtory, ſay you ?—L 
obey. 

The next ſeaſon, WE an ent cir- 
cumſtance, was produtlye of a conſiderable 
addition .to- my income. Mr. Barry intro- 
duced upon the ſtage a young lady, who: 
was  unhappily partial to him. Upon her 
being engaged, Mr. Rich requeſted my per- 
miſſion for her to debute in Juliet; which I 
readily granted. This lady, whoſe name 
was Noſſiter, in addition to a genteel figure, 
had had a liberal education beſtowed upon, 
her by the late Lord Cholmondeley, as her, 
mother attended his lordſhip in the quality, 
of houſekeeper. , 

Barry, who ſpent his whole i income in en- 
| tertaining hi countrymen, upon this occa- 
ffon, broug be lis Hibernian phalanx to ſup- 
port the 5% He. likewiſe Toke” an occa- 
fional prologue by way of introduction to 
here, In this there was introduced a line, con- 

taining the words, and 7uſt her age. . Mrs. 
Cibber havi planted herſelf in the front 
roy of the pare ny, {6 injudicious a ftep at- 


wget the notice 1 0 1 and whey: he, 
phy 


N came 


n of being fnttodaeed to Lady fd 


0 * 11 or 


cache to that ſentence, he ſpoke it ſo. Pois 
edly, that it could not fail of hitting the lady 


. over him; who, 5 now advanced into 


i vale of years, ſtill continued to perform 
ws youthful” character of Juliet. The au- 


4 dents likewiſe felt the juz of their appli- 


ation. And as they always kindly intereſt 
themſelves in the ſucceſs of à new performce; 
ſheved their diſapprobation of Mrs. Cibber's 
imprudence, b 5 Bene ing a profuſion of ap- 


kult oh the 1 üllet. 


I had caufed ft to be ſtipulated in my te 3 


ls, that I was to have à lar; ger ſalary than 


ahy other female er former a that theatre. 
Mrs. Woffington Toth reverited by indiſpo- 
fition from A beating this winter. And con- 
ſequently, as Mr. Barry inſiſted upon having 


Five hundred p0u kg nds Ur his pupil, my falary 
ve 


was raifed to five Hundred guineas. 1 what 


vas of much mort cbnleg dener to me, it 


phecured me à confiderable relaxation from 


the duties of the ſage, and gave me more 
time to attend to 1 avocalions; 998700 
_ eularly to the ftudy of natu 


ww 6 


which 1 had commented, 


G che concern hn of thy brother, Lieutenant 
Hara, procur me, the 1. 0 of an in- 


ne to that lady, I w in be N as 
I have hot mentioned rh name ha 


— 0 10 A 


1 fb 13 
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i . 'BELLAKY, _ 
Vic he Waagen being ſtationed at G. 
raltar, of Which place Lord T_ was 
then Governor, he equentl athote, 
and was treated With the rebel d due ws Bis 
affinity to the commander of the fortreſs. 
But bis humour bo exening 6vetconitng his 
reaſon 2 duty, be ce incurred his fa 
ther's diſpleaſufe. 11 veteran Having 
been Wounded in athioft every part of His 
body, during the äifferent Ms : ments 
wherein he ak bravely foußht, I mene 
had enfued. As he Was Lenlking up the Hail. 
room, at one of their alferts es his ; ory 
foi gettipg the h6noarable cauſt of his 16 
' ſhip's limpi ng, hopped after him to nb A 
| Haß h from the company ; which being 
ſerved by, ot told to his Lordſhip, who 
_ ried in his woutids, he never would forgives 
2 en that bad endeavoured 16 fidieufe thoſe 
teſtimonies of his valour. Fo 
Not long after, the ſhip being ordekict 
upon fothe sieht terer, An ths Cap- 
tain happening to be on More mM, my bro- 
tber, as firſt Lieutenant took the command, 
During the' eruize he Fell in With a Thip of 
much fuperior force, which he ; 8 
fought, notwit 1 che 17 55 diſa 
18 adver- 
fary, Hrought his den ſhip off with gre 
ſkill. 5 5 aktion ul 1050 lat he 1 7 — * 
E daha. and the Affaf Was ue talk 
| The" Caption a eme ing, 
88 . n my | 


14 uE III OF. 


my brother made no doubt but * ſhould 
be nominated Commander of a veſſel which 
ad been ſaved by his bravery. But he was 
diſappointed. in his expectations. Lord Ty- 
rawley, not being able to forgive the 2 55 
he had received from him, he had, with too 
much rigour, applied to the Admiral upon 
the occaſion, and requeſted that his ſon 
might not be promoted to the command. 
My brother was no ſooner informed. by 
te, Admiral of his Lordſhip's application,, 
an he was incenſed greatly both at his 
father's ſeverity, and the Admiral's too eaſy 
1 with ſo unjuſt a requeſt. And 
Ip the firſt tranſports of his rage, he incloſed 
is commiſſion. to the Lords of the Admi- 
_ ralty, defiring they would offer it up, with 
their next ſacrifice, to the Goddeſs Cloacina. 
It was expected that my brother would have 
” Been called to a court- martial for this indig- 
nity. But their Lordſhips taking into con- 
fderation the provocation he had received, 
and attributing his rudeneſs to them to the 
unkind treatment of Lord Tyrawley and the 
| 1 , they only entered into an official re- 
r that he ſhould never be employed in 
ſervice more. It was a long while before 
| 1 could get him reinſtated, though Jexerted 
: all my intereſt for the purpoſe; ; and it impeded 
nis being made a poſt captain for years. 0 
In the proſecution of my brother's rein- 4 


ſtatement, 1 applicd. to, the, late e 
Wa 
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Mr. Yorke, who was one of 52 moſt zealous 

of my theatrical admirers. I requeſted o 
him, that he would intereſt himſelf with bis 
liſter, Lady. Anſon, in behalf of my relation ; 
upon which he told me, he would introduce 
me to her ladyſhip, that I might plead. for 

him myſelf, He accordiegly did me the ho 
- Nour; which procured me the E of 
being acquainted with that lady. 
As the bad ſtate of health her ladyſhip la- 
boured under confined her much at home.; 
and ſhe had a taſte for literature, ſhe applied 
herſelf for ſtudy, and became an adept in 
moſt of the ſciences... When I took my 
leave of her ladyſhip after my firſt introduc- 
tion, ſhe requeſted that I would call upon 


her often. And as we generally adopt the 


reſearches of thoſe we admire; I reſolved to 
| ſtudy philoſophy ; and endeavour, if I could 
not arrive at the honour of being the firſt, 
to be the ſecond female Newton. For this 
purpoſe I viſited the obſervatory at Flam-, 
ſtead-houſe; conſtantly attended Martin's 
Lectures; and ſoon became acquainted with 
the Ram, the Bull, the Lion, the Scorpioh, 

and all the conſtellations. Having acquired 
a knowledg e of Aſtronomy, I do not know. | 
Whether 1 "hould not have become an adept 
in every branch of natural Philoſophy, had, 
not my humanity ſtood in the way. F. or, 
| pan ſeeing a eat in an air-pump,. . 
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2 6f which, though an animal 1 have the 


eatelt diflike to, 1 could not bear to behold 
the convolftve ſtruggtes; f left the purfuit 
of Philoſophy, and turned my thougins ts 


Politics. 


Wen 1 entered upon this feienee, 1 14: 
tetmined to beeome, if cn another 
Maintenon. Though 1 ev d never admire 
that lady's: Ps gh + eat life, I rea 
dily aftowed that mp — eat talents = 
in the cabinet. to. 
acquire 4 1560 0 e is of 1 lay bf natiotis. 
I read Grotius, Pu ye male ard all the great 
| wititers upon * fubjekt; and paid as much. 
attention to the "Ig rl I had been about 
to de appointed Ambafladreſs to the firſt 
ot in Europe. What grea greatly acetletate@ 
1 Preseiene, in this branch of ſcience, was 
m having had the pleafure of meeting Lay 
a hari at Rolland heult. 3 
I need not infotm you that this Lady w ing 
Sd of the firft wits of het time, aud of 
| Having been bred in A court one of che 
wok poliſhed of women. Her estenſtve 
knowledge, enabled her to render herſelf 
of great ſervice to Lord Rochförd during his 
eb es to * of the principal cSurts 
iy fr e gh ſhe was thus elevated 
ion an eren abilities, ſhe had 
god ſenfe to de above forms; ' ſhe 


og En to he A Aid not as 
epi ber invitation ſo ſoon as her 1 ex- 


pefted, 
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vetted; the came bo viſt me. This cifcum- 
ſtance not only flattered ' me, but 
procured te ke x many t of her e conver a- 
tion, which I felferly knew equalled by, 
any of her ſex.—T he boaſted ſuperiofity * 
the men over our ſex in the e of 
the mind, 18a mere common-p lace vaunt.— 
How many ladies cou d I [ point out, from 
my acquaintance with, the great world, 
whoſe mental accom oe. are. ihcon- 
trovertible -proofs oY the. fallacy of this 
much talked of opinion ! Ag theſe, 
the lady I have juſt mentioned v Was a. riliant 
inſtance. , 1 | 8200 

This tenen 1. N but lde ad as 
Barry revived ſeveral old plays, and 1 
cured a new one, in order to ſhew Miſs Nol- . 
fiter to advantage: He was obliged to adopt x 
ſuch a meaſure, the poſſeſſion of charaQers _ 
being, as 1 have already obſeryed, eltcemed, 
at this time the property of the performer. 
And it-was an 1 rule at the theatre, 
not to make the ſmalleſt Foe ment on a 
cuſtom ſo long eſtabliſhed, he new pie 
be had procüred was at * announ es 
The name of its author, I think, was "MING. 
mara, I am not altogether, * as to the 
title. of this tragedy kl, get ies, but. 1 be- 
heve it Was ene © Ph Riede ob | 

The 1 ight its being 8 Xt 
LEE to Mr. dee, 8 an intent io ac 12 5 
OR Toinie of his f 8 * 
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ſee it. By ſome incident or — ol we, were. 
prevented from carrying my deſign into 
execution. About eight o'clock, we were 
9 9 0 ſurprized to hear the moſt violent 
Guts, and loudeſt peals of laughter, that 
can be conceived, iſſue from the/ theatre. 
Our curioſity being now excited, we all 
haſtened' in, to know what could occaſion 
fuch unuſual marks of diſtinQion to a ſerious 
jece. We found the heroine of it, and another 
emale upon the ſtage; and were informed, 
that they were the eighth. or ninth charac- 
ters, which had made their exit to be decapi- 
fated, and returned immediately with their 
heads on. This gave the piece, at leaft,” the 
charms of novelty: and  ſhewed, that. the 
author. bad adop 10 Bay 8˙8 mode, to elevate 
And fſurprize: TE could not, however, ſecure 
i from being damned, | 
Among other plays, Barry revived « Bu- 
« firis.” But it was attended with no 
detter ſucceſs than that of his country- 
man. And the. proprietor, loaded with ſuch 
an additional expence, found this to be the 
leaſt profitable ſeaſon of any vithin Wy, me- 
| mory. 7 
During che preſent winter I obtaſnc 
another patroneſs, in the young Lady. 7 
This lady, who was juſt married to the Earl 
was the daughter of the celebrated wit, Sis 
Charles Hanbury Williams, Her partiality 
1 for me exceeded * enten, 8⁰ extraorditiary 
a pres, 


* 


bs. 
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à prejudice in my. ED can only be account- 

ed for, by her mother's, having never permit- 
ted her to go into public till her nuptials took 
place. It was a firſt impreſſion; and thoſe are 
generally laſting, To this amiable young 
lady I introduced Madam Moniete,, of whom 
T have already made mention. An honour 
winch {he dpi with the loſs of her life. ys 
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| | March it, 11 
8; you. put a * or at leaſt my imagi- 
nation repreſented you as putting a 
to my reflettions at the beginning of my 
A la letter, I ſhall in this enter at once upon 
my narrative. Only premiſing, that you mu/ 
indulge me in them now and then. The ob-. 
ſervations 1 am frequently led to interſperſe 
through my © Apology,” are ſuch as na- 
turally ariſe from the incidents; and they af- 
ford a needful relief.— Hold pen!—Shall I 
not myſelf be guilty of as great an Hibernia- 
ciſm as the author of “ Philoclea, if I make 
the introductory part of this letter a lo 
one, at the very time I am aſſertin that 
will proceed without any introdukkion at 
all 2—l fear I ſhall.— But how to remedy.it,I 
know not; unleſs I either add to my blunder 
by adding a long * of apologies, or * 
R 


— 
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to pieces what I have already written Efe 

former would probably put your patience to 
\ too ſevere a trial; and the latter I am loath 
to do, leſt 1 ſhould rob you of a ſmile which. 
this little exturfion of my pen perhaps may 
Extite.—T will therefore je it fand as it is, 
and proceed. 

My benefits were inereäſtig every vert. 
And I was now ſo accuſtomed to receive the 
tribute of the public, that I accepted their 
. Preſents with” 3s much eaſy indifference, as 
the Princeſs in Dryden's © Logan — 
does her lover's 1 Faſhion had for 
ſomè time made me her ſtandard. ' But now 
I reaped more folid pleaſure, and more 
ing praiſe, from having m) y company courted. 
by a *Doddington,” a # Lynchon a Wil- 
Hams, and a Mallet. TO E might add 


_ the modern Ariſtophanes, and all the wits of | 


the age. And what was fill more flatterit 


4 to my pride, females of the firſt rank, a. 


| able txeraplary Patterns of fettitude, wy roo 
me. to their- inkimacy. A Powerfcourt, * 
Dillon, and a Tyrawley, honouted me with 
their 'friend{hip. 1 vi ted occalionally thoſe 
ladies, and, though.I was not in a fiiuatiom 
of lifes even if 1 had been married, to hope 
for a telt, they alvays teturned thy viſits, 


5 ; e Davin, aficrwaids Lord _ 


bir Charles Hedbury Williams, = TO Tot OY 
WM | | | 5 


and * my! invitations. hs did alfothe 
Counteſs of Rochford, with whom I was lately 
become acquainted. 

Judging by theſe fortunate cirryntanies, 
for which? I was more © lvdebred to chance than 


> 


was too 15480 to convince them of the 
contrary. I ſuffered them to remain in the 
error. They, however, took it for granted, 
And though. I might not be eſteemed by my 
_ acquaintance a rt rate wit, I was termed 
extremely clever. This opinion \ paſſed current. 
Aud at that time I was too much beloved to 
8 it e bus. does Fans gonſe- 


WAS 


- 


nn rg on him, or had concerns. Wit 
Fs. To Hal wh 0 came is rank 55 
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neſs, or is ſolicit. ſuch. favours as he 80 1 , 
with propriety beſtow, he gave a ready ad. 
miſhon, and ſent them away pleaſed with 
their reception. But thoſe who applied 
merely to court the ſunſhine of his favour, 
met with. an unreſerved refuſal. He did 
not, as is too often the caſe, buoy up their 
hopes with promiſes he never intended to 
fulfil; on the contrary, he put a ſtop at once 
to thee) applications, And thereby pre- 
vented his levee from being crouded with vain 
ex eQants, to their great inconvenience and f 
loſs T e 
Mr. Calcraft's agencies increaſed. daily. 5 
And my company and buſineſs kept pace 
Voith that increaſe. I was ſo much intereſted 
in promoting his emoluments, that I did it at 
the hazard of m life. . Hearing one night, 
at a late hour, of a promotion that was about 
to take place, I aroſe from my bed, to which 
I was confined by illneſs, dreſſed, and went to 
a maſqued ball at the Hay- market, Where 1 
heard the two gentlemen I wanted to apply to 
were, on purpoſe to remind them of their pro- 
miſes. Theſe were Colonel Laſcelles, and 
General Honeywood. They recolletted hav- 
ing given me a promiſe, and I ſucceeded in 
my application. But the fatigue 1 went 
through to do chis occaſioned my being con- 
fined to my bed for a fortnight, _ 
The increaſe of buſineſs Mr. Calcraft 880 5 
experienced, rendered it neceſſary, from the 
—— 
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additional clerks and ſervants which were be- 
come needful, to take a much larger houſe 
than that we were in at preſent. As one 
which was both roomy and elegant was re- 
quiſite, and likewiſe that it ſhould be fituated 
contiguous to the public offices, the ſummer 
was allowed for the acquiſition. of ſuch a one. 
As for my own part, I was determined to 
have no concern in the tranſaftion. Find- 
ing myſelf near twelve hundred- pounds in 
debt, I declared I would no longer be the 
oſtenſible houſekeeper. | And in order to 
avoid being ſo, I reſolved on a tour to t 
Continent, inſtead of a journey to Briſtol, as 
I at firſt had. propoſe by My next induce- | 
ment in fixing on the former, was to ſee my 
much eſteemed friend Miſs Meredith, who 
had to appearance almoſt come to the laſt 
ſtage of her 3 journey through life. Another 


motive was, that I wiſhed to thank in, perſon 


Madam Brilliant for the civilities I e 
ceived from her. ; | 
My gentleman, who by this time ima | 
"that 1 Bad relaxed from my inſenſibility, 4 
had contracted ſome regard for him, no 
ſooner thought he perceived this, than from 
Itbe natural fickleneſs of his ſex, he became 

indifferent himſelf. As an indiſputable roof, 

he avowed a partiality for a lady of us 4 vix- 
tue, ycleped Luey Cooper. In conſequence 
of this, he encouraged my reſolution of Peak | 
42 . ; and we parics equally. well * 


1 
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_ed.—Is it not range that there ſhould be 
Js unaccountable pro + coat in man? What 
they ſtrive to obtain by vows, by bribes, or 
the moſt abjef ſubmiſſion ; and purchaſe 4 
Whole years of alſiduity; is no ſooner . 
* than it loſes its value. By keep- 
«ing men off,” as Mrs. Peachym tells her 
11 5 3 We do pond keep them on. 
any 7 told Calcraft, when be made 

aſt of rts he did to gain poſſeſſion of 
Ie „ that ! the wo af earance of the regard be 
chen ſo earneſtly ſou ght, would prove do- 
See of his Joy 84 185 e have 
TE Se IE flible.” oy | 


f 2 orgotten by them, as e 
Have 1 I} continued with 2 
= days which T paſſed in ſweet. 8 5 5 
. ly fifters, and in he plealing du- 
ve * Gap Teligion, the th ee of 
| KD ** e there Med Into "BY ; 


eded direQly to Paris. 
. accuſtomed | to re 
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my ſituation here would have been trouble- 
ſome. There is ſo much fadeſe in the adu- 
lation you receive from the French, that it 
fickens inſtead of pleaſes, I was introdu- 
ced to the Du Menil. The Clairon and Le- 
quin were in confinement for having refuſed. 
to play upon ſome particular occaſion. When 
I received. this information, I congratulated 
myſelf on being a native of Britain; where 
the laws would have protected me from an 
arbitrary impriſonment, For 1 certainly 
ſhould not have ſubmitted with panes obe⸗ 
dience to ſuch an injunction. bo 

I had a very preſſing” invitation to £0. to 
Voltaire's elegant retirement, where the Mar- 
quis de Vernieul was then upon a viſit; and 
I was very much mortified that the limitation 
of my time prevented me from enjoying a 
happineſs I had long languiſhed for: I wrote 
the reaſon of my not being able at that time 
to accept the honour intended me; but pro- 
miſed chat I would, with the utinaſt pleaſure, 
make it my buſineſs the following ſummer. 
I marked the day of my intended return from 
the ſouth; where the chief purpoſe of my 
tour called me; which would be about the 
ſame time, I learnt, that the Marquis was 
to be in Paris. 

Upon my arrival at Thoulouſe, which had 
been the reſidence of my fair friends the 
Miſs Merediths, I found that the eldeſt; Who 
to all appearancd was in (good? Realty when ſhe 

vor. in. left 
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left England, had breathed her laſt, ſome 


few days before I reached the place; I was 


apprehenſive that the melancholy event would 
have proved fatal to her ſiſter, who had been 
ſo long ill, and on whoſe account they had 
come to France. But, contrary to all ex- 


pectation, in a fortnight after her ſiſter's de- 


ceaſe, ſhe: was ſo well recovered as to be 
able to return with me to Paris; where the 
gaiety of that lively city, which her indiſ- 
poſition had prevented her from enjoying as 


ſhe paſſed through it in her way to Thou- 


louſe, diſpelled her grief, and quite re-eſta- 
bliſhed ber health. The never- failing ſpirits 
of the Marquis de Vernieul, who was returned 
from Voltaire's, together with our trips to 
the environs, and the petit ſoupers we were 


inceſfantly partaking of, made the three 


weeks which we continued i in Paris, fly with 
the nimble pinions of a dove. So much for my 


excurſion to France; which not only affotd- 


ed me a temporary ſuſpenſion of my cares, 
but Mr. Caleraft time to engage a houſe. 

Upon my return to England, I was ſet 
down at our hotel in Parliament- ſtreet; for 


ſo it really was in compariſon to the houſe in 
Brewer ſtreet / I was very happy to find 


things comme ils faut; in conſequenee of which 
my maid: Was to return to- her former ſitua- 


| tion, and be termed my woman, Mrs. Clifford. 
Mr. Caler if 


aft had now: fourteen or fifteen 


Clerks, which- made the whole of our ſer- 
wants 
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vants to amount to upwards of thirty. He 
had engaged a moſt reputable maitre d hotel 
named Quince, who had lived with Mr. Pel- 
ham till his death. Having made ſo con- 
ſiderable an addition to our ſtile of living, 
Mr. Calcraft agreed to allow two thouſand 
five hundred pounds a year for the table; 
which, with the produce of the farm, pre- 
ſents, Kc. was fully ſufficient to maintain, 
in this point, the magnificence we were en- 
tered into. For though the quantity of the 
proviſions was thus increaſed, che quality 
Was by no means the ſame. 
From this expenfive arrangement, I did 
not entertain the leaſt doubt but that Mr. 
Calcraft would readily diſchar rge ſuch a trifle 
as twelve hundred. pounds; which was the 
amount of the debts I had contracted for the 
houſe'expences, as already obſerved. The 
extra ones, which I. had incurred by pur- 
chafes, duri ing my. excurſion to France, my 
friend Miſs Meredith had enabled me to paß. 
Vpon their ſetting - out for the continent, 
their banker, Sir Joſeph. Hankey, | had given 
them an unlimited credit on à houſe at 
Thoulouſe; and the ſiſter that died having 
left the ſurviving one the whole of her for- 
tune, the companſon of my return was miſtreſs 
of more than twenty thouſand pounds. The 
ſum T borrowed of this lady 9 to fix 
n — 8 


— : 


SR: "po" | 


28 nen 0.F 5 


LETTER Wass (66! | 


March 9, 17— 2 


1 x TE HEN the winter pen at the 
theatre commenced, I found that 
Barry was gone to Ireland in diſguſt; this 
bod a ariſen from Mr. Rich's not thinking pro- 
per to comply with the exorbitant demands 
be made relative to the engagement of Miſs 
> Noffiter. Mr. Sheridan was engaged for ſome 
nights. I was not upon the beſt terms with 
that ntleman, for more reaſons than one. 
Ia the firſt place, I could not forgive his 
making me pay for the orders I had iſſued 
during my being with him in Ireland; and 
in the next, from a letter he had wrote me: in 
which he offered me a pecuniary reward, if 
I would recommend a friend of his to Mr. 
Calcraft, as an Triſh agent. I was fo dif- 
| pleaſed at this affronting mode of 1 

tion, that although I had heard of the 
tleman's worth, and could have wiſhe 
have ſerved him, I returned no anſwer 7 5 
Mr. Sheridan's letter; in order to ſhew, that 
I was ſenſible! of the affront, I have always 
been very particular in refuſing every appli- 
cation that has been attended with the offer 
of a douceur. And if a laudable delicacy in 
Points of this K nd was more — places 
would 
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would not ſo often be filled by the i ignorant 


and unworthy, to the excluſion of merit. 
Having very little proſpect of employ- 
ment at the theatre, 4 requeſted Mr. Rich to 
che me up my articles; in which, beſides 
e ſtipulation for my ſalary, there was an 
agreement that I ſhould have my choice of 
parts in all plays which might be acted at 
that houſe; but this he would not conſent 
to do. A gentleman of the name of Sparks, 
was engaged by Mr. Rich this ſeaſon ; he 
had great merit in his line of acting; but 
his chief excellence lay in the infinite hu- 
mour he was maſter of when in company, 
which made his company greatly courted by 
all his acquaintance. 
Early in'the ſeaſona chert of <6 The Diſ- | 
trefled Mother” was called. Being rather la- 
ter than uſual'; in my attendance, for I always 


made a point to be one of the firſt, to my 


great ſurpriſe, I found Mrs. W ofington re- 
Peating the part of Andromache. Upon my 
expreffing my diſapprobation, that lady, 
_ walking up to me, told me, that as my youth 
and elegance better ſuited the character of 
Hermione, and that I might alſo enjoy the 
happineſs the knew I ſhould have in ſhewing 
my new Parifian finery, ſhe had been induced 
to take the part of the Queen. Without 
deigning to return an anſwer to my "inſulting 
rival, I immediately ſent for Mr. Rich, _ 
e bim what was going forward. The 

2 . W 


30 n IA 0 


manager, without any heſitation, reinſtated 
me in my character; and Mrs. Woſſington 


was obliged, againſt her will, to appear in 


Hermione, and, to her very great mortifica- 
tion, in a dreſs that was not over- clean. 

„ Qedipus” was ſoon after revived. And 
in order to ſhew the hero and heroine of the 


piece to the greateſt advantage, Mrs, Wof- 
fington, upon account of her figure, was 


choſen to repreſent the latter, and I was to 
appear in the character of a young. privants. 
I did;ſo. But, on the firſt might of its repre 

ſentation, overcome by the hotror of "tied 


piece, and by my fright. at; ſeeing the ghoſt. 
of Laius, notwithſtanding I had been ſo long 


uſed to the ſtage, and all. its feigned terrors, 


T fainted away, and was carried off in a tate 
of inſenſibility. When I recovered my ſen- 


ſes, I was informed, that the audience, as 
much terrified as myſelf, had retired, and 


left Oedipus and [Jacaſta; to ,croak at on, 


another, in a diſmal tẽterditẽte. 


„ Pbædra and Hippalytus,“ in which 1 | 


was:honoured with the part of another prin 
ceſs, was alſo got up: Of this character, from 


the piece's being ſa:ſhort-lived, I recolle& as 
little as I do that of Hippolytus, which Jhave. 


been trying to call to memory, but without 


ſucceſs. The illneſs, which proceeded from 


the fright juſt mentioned, laſted a conſidera 


ble time, and prevented my playing much, 
1 the * when [ was fully e 
] After 


\ 
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After 1 had received the emoluments of 
0 benefit, I propoſed to ſettle all my 
bills; and for this purpoſe 1 ſhewed Mr. 
Calcraft thoſe which had been left unpaid at 

the time we quitted Brewer- ſtreet; theſe, by 
their accumulation between the period of 
their being delivered in, and our removal 
from thence, were now inereaſed to upwards 
of thirteen hundred pounds; having deli- 
berately looked over them, and ſeen their 
amount, he plainly told me, that he could 
not pay them: he faid, that his expences 
Mere very great; and as my income was ſo 
confiderable, it was more than ſufficient, 
toi th conomy, to ſupport ſo ſmall a family, 
with the four hundred a year he had allowed 
towards it. He then aſked me what I had 
done with the thouſand pounds in 'bank- 
notes, that: I had received at the time of my 
quarrel with Mr. Metham, of which henow 
acknowledged himſelf the donor, as well as 
of the fifty for my Tunbridge horſes. I was 
thunder - ſtruck at this direct refuſal of his 
paying theſe debts, for I not only flattered 
«myſelf. that he would have diſcharged them, 
but the ſix hundred pounds 1 bad borrowed | 
of Miſs Meredith. | 
e ion 8 L. cbhid' recover from! my con- 
p + nk l-aroſe up to leave the room; but he 
| prevented. me from going, fearing I mould 
quit the houſe: this I certainly ſhould 
"OT at a8 I deſpiſed him for his mean- 
2 | C4 | nels. 
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neſs. I muſt here ſtop to remark, that even 
in the midſt of my chagrin at Mr. Calcraft 8 
behaviour, I received great pleaſure from 
the information, that J was not indebted to 
the nobleman I ſuſpected for the thouſand 
pounds; . eſpecially as his Lordſhip had 
| ſeemed to confider himſelf at liberty to ſoli- 
eit my favour ever fince x00 Giſunion with 
Mr. Metham. 
Mr. Calcraft having detained me, be con- 
cluded with ſaying, that if I would once con- 
- vince him that I knew the value of money, 
he would give me a thouſand. pounds for 
every hundred I then required. Tired with 
this pecuniary converſation, which always was 
the moſt unpleaſing to me of any, and now 
holding him in ſovereign contempt, I repli- 
ed, that I left it to plodders like him, who were 
poſſeſſed of no other on to ſet a value 
upon ſuch traſh. Upon this, he pulled out his 
Pocket-book, and laying down three hundred 
and odd pounds, which, with the thouſand 
and fifty before received, Juſt made up the 
amount of the bills owing, he walked down 
to his deſk, there to bleſs the Mammon, b 
q Which he hoped, at ſome future period, 05 
- purchaſe himſelf a title, or at leaſt to be- 
come, through it, 2 leader: in the Houſe of 
Commons. That theſe were his ſentiments, 
ba ſhall hereafter have occafion to evince. 
1 had been told, a few days before the 
oe converſation between. Mr. Calcraft and 


F myſelf 


— 
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myſelf took place, that a lady, who would 
not leave her name or any meſſage, had call - 
ed upon me ſeveral times, and, as ſhe ſaid, 
by my own appointment. As 'L was punCti- 
| Hous, even to the very letter of the word, I 
was ſurpriſed at my having been guilty of 
- ſuch a breach of good manners; I accord- 
ingly gave orders to the porter (for ſuch a 
domeſtic was now become neceſſary to us) 
that the ſtranger ſhould be admitted when- 
ever ſhe came again. - | 
I had ſcarcely compoſed myſelf Gro the 
agitation in which Mr, Calcraft had left me, 
and had juſt fat down to breakfaſt, when the 
perſon ag ſhewn in. But how ſhall I de- 
ſcribe to you the figure that entered the 
room? Picture to yourſelf a tall, thin, pale, 
dejected woman, in whoſe looks was accu- 
mulated every degree of diſtreſs and miſery. 
Vet there ſhone through all this wretched- 
neſs ſomething which ſeemed to deelare that 
ſhe was not born te ſuffer indigence. I re- 
queſted her to fit, and enquired. her com- 
mands. She then informed me, that having 
| loſt the uſe of her hand, ſhe had been obliged 
to another to enable her to addreſs me. And 
as the reaſon was aſſigned in the letter which 
ſhe had ſent me, of her not giving me then 


an explanation, ſhe reminded me, that Lhad 


EkEindly wrote an anſwer, in which I had de- 
5 fired, to ſee. her. As ſoon as ſhe mentioned 
| Yo I recolleded the circumſtance. . 


. © Upon 


* 
- * * 


84 THE LITE ON 

Upon my preſſing her to drink a diſh of 
7 A e, ſhe requeſted, as my maid was in 
the room, ſhe might be permitted to ſpeak 
with me alone. Had the known the good- 
neſs of Chfford's heart, ſhe would have eſteem- 
ed this requeſt unneceſſary. As ſoon as my 
maid had quitted the room, the ſtranger 
threw open a decent cloak that covered her, 
* and diſplayed ſuch a ſcene of wretchedneſs, 
as an attempt to deſcribe, with minuteneſs, 
would almoſt call my veracity in queſtion. 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that her gown, or the 
garment which had once been a gown, had 
no ſleeves to it; two pieces of cloth were 
| faſtened cloſe to her ſticks of arms, which if 
poſſible, made them appear thinner than they 
were. In ſhort, the whole of her dreſs con- 
veyed ſuch an idea of extreme penury, as 1 
had never been a witneſs to upon any occa- 
Ron before. This diſtreſsful fight awakened 
within me every compaſſionate feeling; 
and I was now as much affected by the ten- 
der paſſions, as I had juſt before been moved 
A reſentment. 

dhe proceeded to inform me, that ſhe wes 
„ unfortunste widow of the late Sir James 
Lindſay, who had been firſt lieutenant of a 
man of war, and blown up in her during an 
engagement. She ſaid, as the match between 
Sit James and herſelf had been more incited 
by love than prudence, his father, upon bis 
* had left him a very ſmall eſtate 
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only, together with a title, which was rather 
an mcumbrance to thoſe who had it not in 
their power to ſupport the dignity of it. She 
| added, thatſhe had five children. 
Her eldeſt ſon; Sir John, had been taken 
from her by his unele, an eminent merchant, 
and from whom he had expectations of a fu- 
ture ſupport. Her eldeſt daughter, during 
the | time ſhe lay in with one of her oth 
children, had, through the careleſſneſs of the 
ſervant, fallen out of a window, by which 
ſhe had broken one of her legs. An'amputa- 
tion followed, and ſhe was otherwiſe rendered 
a cripple. The terror, arifing from the fad = 
_ cataſtrophe of her dear huſband; had thrown 
her into labour ſooner than nature intended, 
| When ſhe was delivered of a boy, who, toall - 
appearance, would prove an idiot; as, at four 
years of age, he could not feed bimfelf, or 
end articulately. | 
_ Theſe xcontuttated: PEWTER added to 1 
moſt- pungent diſtreſs, had greatly injured 
her health, and occaſioned the loſs of her 
limbs, She had, however, at length reco- 


vered che uſe of alt but her ande, by wWhick 


alone ſhe could ſupport herſelf and four 
Children; her penſion, ffteen pounds a years | 
badly paid, being barely ſufficient to 


cCure a habitation for them. She had been 


obliged to part from ever thing upon Which 
me could raiſe money. The hat and cloak 


of © 72a OI deeent part of her ap- 
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parel, were borrowed. She concluded with 
ſaying, that ſhe had been adviſed-to apply to 
me, and encouraged by the character I bore 
for humanity, ſhe had taken that liberty. 
The money Mr. Calcraft had left me was 
Kill lying on my. dreſſing-table. I took up 
What there was, and gave it to her. It 
amounted to a few guineas only. But the 

ſum exceeding her expectations, the poor 
woman was ready to faint with tranſport. 
As ſoon as ſhe was a little recovered, and had 


found the power of utterance, half choaked 


with the fluttering emotions of her grateful 
heart, ſhe ſaid, I did not mean, Madam, 
c to intrude upon your generoſity, but”"— _ 
She had proceeded thus far, when Mr. 
Fox entered the room. He ſaw me ſo. af- 
fected, for affected indeed I was, that 
he was going to retire. Upon which I 
ran to him, and taking hold of his hand, 
exclaimed, + O, my dear Sir, you are the 
very perſon. I want!“ As I had never tak- 
en the liberty, to lay hold of his hand be- 
fore, and now preſſed it moſt vehemently, 
he imagined from that, and the agitation of 
my. whole frame, that ſomething of the ut- 
moſt conſequence muſt occaſion it. He 
therefore enquired in what he could oblige 
me. I mented to him the affecting tale, 
imply as I had juſt heard it. At the con- 
clufion of it, I found that I fill preſſed his 
hand between mine, and that I kept him 
VV 


} 


'Ntanding. I was confounded. The earneſt- 
neſs with which I intereſted myfelf in my 
petitioner's woes, made me forget the deco- 
rum due to the perſon to whom I was ap- 
plying in her favour. Maes 

I had been in many delicate ſituations he- 
fore, but never felt myſelf in ſo awkward 
a one as the preſent, I could not prevent my 
tears from flowing; and I found implicity 
to be more efficacious in pleading my own 
cauſe, as well as that of my ſupplicant, than 
all the ſtudied arts of eloquence. Never did 
two hearts more abound with the milk of 
human kindneſs, than my own and that of 
the worthy man before me. Whilſt huma- 
nity beamed from his countenance, he con- 
doled with the lady on- her misfortunes, and 
bidding her be comforted, told her, he would 
ſee what was to be done for her. Then tak- 
ing out his pocket-book, he gave her a 
bank note. The value of it I did not ſee, 
My unfortunate viſitor was oppreſſed before, 
but now ſhe was overwhelmed. She ſpon- 
_ taneouſly fell on her knees. Her ſtreaming 
eyes and grateful looks thanked us with in- 
expreſſible energy; but her tongue refuſed 
Ats aid upon the occaſion; and ſhe took her 
leave, without being able to utter a ſyllable. 
I own I felt myſelf happy when Lady 
Lindſay quitted the room. My ſenſibility 


was wound up too high. It became painful. 


Mr. Fox walked. to the window, and by thy | 
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uſe he made of his handkerchief, I found 
that his eyes bore witneſs to the benevolent 
emotions of his heart. | 
In the month of March following, 1 bad 
the pleaſure to inform Lady Lindſay in per- 
ſon, that her four children were placed upon 
the compaſſionate liſt, with an appointment 
of ten pounds a year each; and further, that 
his Majeſty, in conſideration of her late huſ- 
band's having loſt 'his life, whilſt he was 
bravely fighting in his ſervice, had granted 
| Her fifty pounds yearly out of the Treaſury, 
in addition to her penſion. : 
When I had made her happy with this 
pleafin intelligence, I aſked her why I had 
never ſeen her fince her firſt application to 
me? She replied, that the alteration in her 
family had taken up all her attention; and 
as ſhe thought I felt too much at her diftreſs 
when ſhe firſt made me acquainted with it, 
and perceived that nothing could hurt me 
ſo much as thanks, ſhe had refrained from 
ving me further pain. She told me that ſhe 
gl poſed I had been made acquainted with 
Mr. Fox's bounty, who had provided againſt 
her wants for ſome time, by nobly Siving 
her, in the bill I ſaw, fifty pounds. 

Lady Lindſay added, that her eldeſt daugh- 
ter, the cripple, was happily releafed by 
death from her miſerable fituation ; and 
that the child of whoſe mental faculties ſhe 
| * becw-upprehenſive, was now, to her great 

| comfort, 
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comfort, become one of the moſt ſprightly 
boys of "his age. She much regretted his 
not being at home to thank me; but, con- 
tinued her Ladyſhip, we pray for you and 
our worthy benefactor every night and morn- 
Juſt as Iwas taking my leave, the little 
fo came in; and from the deſcription 
his mother had, I ſuppoſe, given of me, im- 
mediately knew me; for he ran to me, and, 
Kneeling down with a graceful eaſe, kiſſed 
my hand. I raifed and carefſed him; and 
defired his mother would bring him often to 
ſee me, it being only over the way, as they 
lived but in King Street. | 
Never did 1 feel more real happineſs, than 
in being the means of relieving this amiable 
woman and her family from the extreme 
diſtreſs in which they were involved. The 
ſame pleaſing reward attended, I doubt not, 
the great and good man, to whoſe noble be- 
neficence that relief principally owed. its fur- 
therance. How ſupremely. bleſt are thoſe 
who. polleſs, as he bid, the power, as well. as 
the inclination, to relieve. the dünnste of 
the unfortunate 
I can ſcarcely refrain here from enteri 
into a long eulogium on that firſt of virtues 
benevolence ; but having done it in a former 
letter, I ſhall refer you to that for my ſenti· 
ments on this nou propenſity of the mind, 


G. A. B. 


— 


LETTER. 
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LET T. 2 R Tun. 
1 March 21, 1 


HILST the ſcene deſcribed. in my 
laſt letter paſſed in my dreſſing- 
room, Mr. Fox, who had an eye like an eagle, 
caſt them upon' the part of Alzira, which lay 
upon my dreffing-table. I ſaw that he wiſh- 
ed to ſpeak to me relative to it, but ſome 
company coming in, immediately as Lady 
Lindſay went out, he was prevented from 
having an opportunity to do ſo. A gentle- 
man had, at my requeſt, altered ſome paſ- 
ſages in the tragedy, which I propoſed taking 
for my benefit, and in which he * was to 


play Zamor. This gentleman had talents for 


the ſtage, and made the firſt attempt on it 
this ſeaſon; but he was a better critic than 
an actor, and equally as good a play-wright 
as a critic: he has for ſome years quitted 
the ſtage for the bar, at which he makes a 
conſpicuous figure, 


As there was company in the i 


room when the Secretary at War came to 
dinner, and he was impatient to ſpeak to me 
concerning the part of Akira, he deſired I 
would permit him to accompany me into 
| — room for a. few minutes. Mr. ö 


| SN iy, og INE 
| 'Calerafs 
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Calcraft having been informed that Mr. Fox 
had been a confiderable time in my dreſſ- 
ing - room during the forenoon, he made no 
doubt but that I had been complaining to 
him, and aequainting him with the nature 
of our connexion ; an event which he much 
dreaded: and his ſuſpicion was confirmed, 
by ſeeing his patron enter without me, and 
not. appearing to be pleaſed. When the la- 
dies and myſelf withdrew from table, his 
apprehenfions increaſed by ſeeing Mr. Fox 
take hold of my hand as I paſted by him, 
ſaying, at the ſame time, I defire you 
« will.” Nor were they leſſened by hear- 
ing me reply, „I will confider of it.“ 
The ineffable contempt I had ſhewn to- 
wards Calcraft in the morning, had greatly 
alarmed him. His conſrience, (no, let me cor- 
rect that word) his fears leſt his deceptions 
ſhould be diſcovered, excited in his breaft 
unuſual perturbations. For he ſtill wiſhed 
to preſerve the appearance of that principle 
for which he had hitherto been famed, and 
which had procured him, as I have already 
. obſerved, the title of Hhoneſt Fack Calcraft. It 
was not from any incitements of rectitude, 
or of humanity to me, nor from any regret 
for the falſhoods he had impoſed upon me 
relative to his patron, (the particulars of 
which will be preſently developed) but the 
cenſures of the world, and the blaſting his 
undęſer ved good character, that he was ap- 
8 En ol prehenſive 
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prehenſive of; the time, however, was not 
yet arrived, when a diſcovery of his cruel 
duplicity was to take place. 

| His inſolence and meanneſs made me de- 
ſpiſe, though I did not as yet hate him. 
His love of money inereaſed every day. 
And from accumulating, as he did, a fortune 
ſo rapidly, he aſſumed a conſequential air, 
which rendered him ridiculous. even to his 
own ſervants, For, endea vouring to appear 
the great man, his ignorance led him into 
vulgarity. Indeed, he poſſeſſed two quali- 
fications neceſſary to the aequirement and 
enjoyment of A fortune, and thoſe in an 
eminent degree. Theſe were the art of 
keeping a ledger, (which I have already. ce- 
lebrated) and an excellent judgment in wine. 
In the latter he was a complete connoiſſeur. 
And as the intereſt of his patron, and his 
connection with me, procured him the ho- 
nour of the beſt co W at his table, he 
Had an opportunity of diſplaying "Us: valu- 
able branch of knowledge. 

A propriety of demeanour upon an eleva- 
| tion from a low ſtation of life to a high one, 
is what cannot be acquired by a little mind. 
The ſame meanneſs and contraction of ſoul 
Will accompany them, though they are ele- 
wated- to the higheſt rank, and become poſ- 
ſeſſed of princely fortunes.— The only way 
that can enter into their narrow conception 
> rag their conſequence. proportior 
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ably to the increaſe of their wealth, is by 
aſſuming an haughty air, and an inſolence of 


carriage towards their inferiors. An aſſump- 
tion which only ſerves to point out the plain- 
er, to every diſcerning obſerver, the riſe that 
has taken place. — This counterfeit dignity 


ſits as awk ward upon them, as Beau Clincher's 
_ cloaths upon Tom Errand It is not only an 


infallible criterion by which to know the line 


they have been brought up in, but is a true 


barometer. of their. ſenſe and accomplith- 
CES. 


As ſoon'as I had: left ae Lord Mel 


2 0 rallied his friend, Mr. Fox, on the little 
inexplicable familiarity. which had juſt paſſ- 
ed between him and me. As the gentlemen 


Preſent. were all ſuch as he could confide in, 


Mr. Fox, in return, acquainted him, that 
what he had {aid to me as I went out, related 


to ſomething which concerned them all. He 


told them, that, as he had reaſon to believe 


I knew the author who had written a parody : | 


in one of the public papers, which was re- 


with wit and ſatire, and diſcovered a 


fund of political knowledge, and whom they 
had endeavoured in vain to find out, he had 


been trying to get me to give him up. He 
added, that his ſuſpicions firſt aroſe from 


ſome papers he had caſt his eye upon as ener 4 


ay eon my dreſſing-table. 


Mr. Caleraft, being relieved by inlets. | 


Planation from the apprehenfions he had en- 
274 ; tertained, 


| 
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tertained, ſent up, as maſter, for the part of 


Alzira, which - had given rife to Mr. Fox's 


ſuppoſition; but 1 abſolutely refuſed to 


fend it, not knowing but F might mjure the 


author. My refuſal hurt his pride; he, 
however, made another attempt to obtain 
it; and for this purpoſe conſtituted the chap- 
lain his ambaſſador. I was ſtill inexorable; 


and continued ſo, till I was aſſured it could 
not poſſibly be attended with any bad con- 


ſequences to my friend. What the reſult to 
him was, I know not, but Mr. Calcraft's 
-anxiety had not paſſed unobſerved. Doctor 
Francis, who was in my intereſt, attributed it 


to jealouſy. The reſt of the company, how- 


ever, imagined it to proceed from ſome 
greater cauſe; and his patron, very ſoon 


after, took occafion to R to me vpon' the 
| topic.” 


Our nude this ſeaſon at the then was 

not much more brilliant than the preceding. 
Miſs Noſſiter had returned from el, 
where ſhe met with diſapprobation, more 


from Barry's" ſuppoſed attachment to her, 
bis wife being one of the beſt of women, 


than from ber want of merit as an adreſs. 
Upon her return, ſhe engaged herſelf. at 


_ i Covent-Garden. Mrs. Woffington's ill ſtate 


| of health obliged. her to decline acting this 


capital men; the former was by no Ons 
: 15 weil —— as he now is. 


ſeaſon. Mr. Smith and Mr. Roſs were not 
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My partiality for Miſs Noſfiter increaſed | 
our acquaintance to an intimacy. This un- 
' fortunate young woman, unfortunate from 
her imprudent attachment, was. infinitely 
more agreeable in a room, than ſhe was upon 
the ſtage. As I have already ſaid, ſhe was 
gentcel and accompliſhed; and when ſne 
could forget what preyed upon her heart, 
her converſation abounded with lively allies. 
But theſe, however entertaining at the time, 
might not appear ſo ſprightly when repeat- 
ed. Miſs Meredith, who was now my con- 
ſtant companion, was charmed with her; 
which occaſioned her being frequentiy in 
Parliament-ſtreer. | 

Mr. Rich, wearted out wk the ſucceſſion. 
of bad houſes, produced by the pieces which 
were then performed, thought of reviving; 
the © Propheteſs of Beaumont and Fletcher. 
His chief inducement was, becauſe. he could: 
introduce into it a good deal of machinery, 
which, it is well known, was his hobby-- 
horſe, In particular, he contrived to bring, 
on a number of dancing chairs. 

I was not at all moztified at being left out 
of this piece, as I had now perpetual employ- 
ment at home. Mr. Calcraft's buſineſs was ſo 
much increaſed, that he could not copy all 
the private letters; therefore, as I Wrote 

emarkably quick, and. could. be confided. in, 
5 was choſen amanuenſis to che See at 
War and his Commis. 
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This new employment gave me more fre- 


quent opportunities of being alone with Mr. 


Fox than I had hitherto had. One evening, 


as we were together, he revived the occur- 
rences of the day on which Lady Lindfay had 
called upon me. I found that he had taken 


notice of Mr. Calcraft's confuſion, and that he 
had likewiſe obſerved the bank bills which 


lay near the part of the play which had 
caught his eye. Theſe circumſtances excited 
his curiofity, eſpecially as' he knew: that 
Clifford was the keeper of my cath, except of 
that belonging to my play- purſe. 

As he had begun the topic, I informed 
| Ye of the whole of the converſation, as near 
as I could recolle&, which had: paſſed be- 


tween Mr. Caleraft and myſelf that morning. 


I had no ſooner: done fo, than he expreffed 
his ſurprize that Mr. Calcraft did not own me 
publicly as his wife. Had a thunder- bolt 
that inſtant riven my heart, it could not have 
received a more violent coneuſſſon. I had 
only power to exclaim, ©; Sir!“ and then 
4 burtt into a flood of tears. When't was a 
little recovered, I aſked him if he had not 
been, and ſtill was, a Bar to ſuch an union? 
He affured me to the contrary. To which 


de added, that both Lady Caroline and him- 
ſelf had always concluded that we were really 


married. Upon which I related to him all 
that had Pete at Mr. Ganſell's. When he 
heard this, he ſeemed to be as much con- 
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founded as 1 had been: He, however, ad- 
viſed me not to take the leaſt notice of what 


had now paſſed between us, but to leave the 
event to time; as in my preſent ſituation (I 


was then pregnant) a diſpute, which muſt be 
theinatural” reſult, might be attended with 


difagreeable conſequences. He concluded 


with affuring me, that as he had been made 
an actor in the affair without his knowledge, 
he would, on ſome future day, take a Foe. 
in __— 

"I tetutued Mr. Fox thanks for the affurznee 
he gave me of his friendſhip, and promiſed 


to be guided by him, in a point which re- 


quired ſo much circumſpection. As for Mr, 


Calcraft, the indifference I had hitherto en- : 


tertained for him was now grown into per- 


fect contempt. I had before deſpiſed him 


for his meannefs; I now hated him for his 


duphicity, We had, however, very few 


opportunities of entering into converſation 
with each other, his time being engroſſed 


by buſmeſs, and mine either by the em- 


ployment I had entered upon of _ 
_— or by company. But notwithſtands 
„ſuch was the diſpoſition” of my mind 
evans him, I continued to be: as anxious 
n to promote the buſineſs. of Ry: 
Mr. Fox's popularity was at this dns. ar 


rivedd at ſuch an height, from the oppofition | 


wer made to the Marriage that His cha- 
| riot 


— 
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riot was carried upon the ſhoulders of the 
crowd, for ſeveral days together, from the 
Parliament Houſe to Conduit-ſtreet. Mr. 
Grierſon, Curate to Mr. Wilkinſon, a ſurrogate 
of the Savoy, was the firſt, and I believe the 
only clergyman who fell a victim to the inju- 
dicious arrangements of that act; an act, from 
which the moſt fatal effects to ſociety have re- 
ſulted; for, to the obſtructions it has placed 
in the avenues which lead to the temple of Hy- 
men, might, in a great meaſure, be attributed 
the numbers of unhappy females: who infeſt 
the ſtreets of this metropolis, to the great an- 
noyance of the modeſt part of the ſex. 

For a breach of this law, in marrying Mr. 
Vernon, the ſinger, to Miſs Poitier, the dan- 
cer, this clergyman was committed to New- 
Bate 3 and being tried, was ſentenced. to be 

tran! ſported. One evening Mr. Ridout came 

into the green · room, and informed us, that 
having been to the priſon to ſee, Mr. F 
ſon, he found him on the common fade, with. 
the moſt abandoned fellows, and in want of 

every neceſſary. I had no. ſooner heard this 
account, than my humanity was awakened, 
and I determined to exert myſelf. : in favour. 
of the unhappy man. For this purpoſe, in 
place, I begged. the favour of Mr. 


5 Ridout to return upon his ſteps immediately, . 
and in my name requeſt of Mr. Akerman. 
to take the old gentleman under his care, 
| * * him i in as commodious a ſituation, 

„ 
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his min 
voyage, put a period at once to his troubles 
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As his 1 would admit of. This 


Mr. Akerman readily did, and I have always 
eſteemed myſelf much. obliged to him for 
ſo doing. He removed him from the com- 
mon ſide to-his-own houſe and table, where 


he continued, till the hour arrived- for his 
$2 ing abroad. In the mean time, we col- 


cted a large purſe for him; and Mr. Fox 
furniſhed him with credentials to ſecure him 
a living when he arrived at the place of his 
deſtination. But the poor old man had ſuf- 
fered too many hardſhips before I heard of 
his unhappy fituation, to reap any benefit 
from Mr. Fox's goodneſs. The ſufferings 
he had gone through, and the uneaſineſs of 
41. aided by. 7 inconveniences of the 


and exiſtence, before he reached the coaſt of 
America. 3 
A ridiculous . reflec- 
tion of a moment tells me, that the ridieu- 
lous circumſtance I am about to mention, 
will ſtand a better chance of having the de- 
ſired effect, if it be not related immediately 


after the foregoing anecdote. It will be 4 i 


ceſſary that the compaſſionate emotions ex- 
cited by the latter ſhould: be permitted to 


ſubſide, and that the mind recovers. its uſual 


tone, before the chords receive a. quicker 
vibration from a 
in muſſc, too ſudden a tranſition from flow 


and ſolemn strains ·0 EW and lively ones, 


Vor- Its rather 


laughable incident. As 


| 

1. 
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| 
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rather Lemilders the ſenſes, than arouſes the 


| 3 intended; ſo in writing. But why 


ould I enter into a long diſcuſſion of what 
muſt appear very plain to you? You ſee, as 
2 as I do, that it will be proper to make 
a pauſe between the 3 ins mien 


_ the ſuccceding: mare 8 
3 1 * T TE R. LIX. gee rig 


- Ridiculous ende ee u. 
bl the getting up of the! Prophet- 
Els, which, though trivial in itſelf, as it ſhows 
the abſurdity of die times, I am induced to 
RE; an account of, Mr. Roſs did me the 

nour to conſult me in what manner he 
ſhould dreſs the character of the Roman 
Emperor. I gave him fach directions as 
in my idea appeared moſt conſonant to the 
1 Among other things, I recom- 


*%z F 
3 


| mended him to have a wig made as near a 


head of hair as it could poſſibly be. He told 
. that Mr. Rich thought it ſhould be a 

[-bottomed one. I could not help ſmiling 
At ſuch an abſurdity. But putting on a grave 
100k, T replied, Then let it be as large a 


one as you can get.” And to render 


1 the more | conſpicuous, ?  contl- 
mued 
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mued I, © muſt not you wear a hoop under 
. your lamberkins? The. ſerious air I af- 
fumed whilſt I uttered this, deceived the he- 
ro, notwithſtanding the propoſal was ſo ap- 
parently prepoſterous; and he determined to 
adopt the mode I had pointed out. 
Thus bedizened when he came on, the 
night of repreſentation, there never ſurely 
appeared on any ftage D 1 a figure. 
The houſe was in a ro But no one waz 
more diverted 'with t be humourous ſcene 
than myſelf. By this joke, which I could 
8 believe pafſable, was every perſon 
Preſent, except the 3 Emperor himſelf, 
indebted to me for a 
would never have an end. Tt, however, was 
5 attended with a good conſequence, by break 
Ing through one of the moſt abſurd cuſtoms 
that was ever introduced on the En * 
Lage; chat of dreſſing the Grecian and 
man heroes in full- bottomed perukes. d 
I The foregoing inſtance reminds me of a 
cuſtom juft as glaringly, prepoſterous, which 
s common on the French ſtage. I have there 
ſeen Le Quin ſawing a little Spaniſh hat and 
feather between his hands; in the character 
of Orefte, when every other part of the drels 
; Has been truly Grecian, _ 
My benefit this year was, as viſual, _ | 


laugh which 1 thought. 7 


4 drallinnt ; ; and lucrative to an exceſs, But | 


the tragedy of . Alzira” has too little of in- 
eident, and too wo. of declamation, to ſuit 
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the taſte of an Engliſh audience. The pieces 
which were performed not being in my line 
of acting, I had not much dußn eſs at the 
theatre this ſeaſon. I was not, however, 
much concerned at the want of employment 
there, and was: very happy when it con- 
cluded., 
ide following ſummer our bouſe at Holl- 
wood was crouded ſo much, that it really 
came troubleſome. I had ſome time be- 
fore made Lord Granby a preſent of a very 
fine horſe, which Lord Tyrawley had ſent me 
from Gibraltar. It was one of the ſwifteſt of 
its. ſpecies Arabia ever produced; and was 
| able to carry any weight, which rendered it 
Invaluable. _ The happineſs I received from 
being able to make Juch a preſent to Juch a 
an, equalled the value of the 1 
- Mr. Calcraft, who always liked to ſee me 
| well mounted, deſired Captain S— to look . 
gut for a good horſe for me. The Captain 
informed him, that he himſelf had one of 
the fineſt mares that ever was mounted, but 
dhe was, io, ſpirited, that he could not, at 
times, bold her in; therefore he was ſure, no 
3 could manage her. My gentleman 
aving a great 6pinion of my {kill in riding, 
(or oh wiſbing that my neck might be Broke 
195 the attem 7 75 laid a conſiderable wager, 
at I could not only ride, out completely 
manage her. He accordingly at dinner ac- 
— me, chat he bad made a * 
4 a or 
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for me of the moſt beautiful mare that Was 
ever ſeen. 
The next day ſhe was brought down to 
HFHollwood. We all admired her; but it was 
with the greateſt difficulty that T could be 
perſuaded to get upon her back. What 
made this reluctance the more extraordinary 
was, that my courage had hitherto neve 
been known to fail me, as I was Me 
one of the boldeſt riders in the kingdom. 1 
could truly ſay with Sylvia, «I could follow 
e the cry of the hounds. all day, and the 
& ſound. of the fiddle all night.“ 
I have already told you, that a preſenti- 
; pion always caſts a gloom over my mind be- 
re an ili betides me, Upon this occaſion. 

J heard its ſecret whiſpers, and found it tog. 
true an augurer. A party of us ſet out for 
an airing together. At firſt we only went a 
| gentle canter. But coming to a field where 
3 labourer officioully. ran to open the gate; - 

an implement of huſbandry he held in his 

band, gliſtening againſt the ſun, fo fright- 
ened my ſteed, that it flew away like light- 
nin Notwithſtanding my boaſted ſkill in 

; Fa pans; I had no longer command 
of it; and the company imprudently purſu- 
in „that ſerved to augment, if poſſible, its 
ve oeity. "I 
Finding my left hand now Fairly pulled 
out of joint, by endeavouring to rein the 
vac ice beaſt 57 and obſerving IM 

f 3 


r * 
we drew near the brink of a ſtone quarry, 
which it was not. in my power to prevent it 
from taking, I threw myſelf off. By the 
time I could do this, I was ſo near the edge 
of the pit, that I fell directly into it, and 
was ſuppoſed by all the ſpectators to be daſh- 
ed to pieces. Could I but have foreſeen 
the Fnifer eries which have fince befallen me, 
(I am tempted, upon this occafion, once 
more to exclaim) it would have been happy 
for me had the expectations of the company 
been fatally fulfilled. —But 1 was ny 
to experience yet greater evils. 

Before the companions of my ride came 
up, I had recovered from the infenfibility 
the fall had occaſioned, and was endeavour- 
ing to riſe. This, however, T found it im- 
Fon es to do, as my ſhoulder was diſlocated, 

oth the bones of my left arm broken, and 
my hand hanging to it, as if it was a ſeparate 
tember. "An officer that was in company, 
and who had in a battle ſometimes been 
obliged to undertake ſuch offices, bound up 
my arm with handkerchiefs. A carriage 
was immediately procured, 1 T was con- 
veyed home. N 
As I did not chuſe to a to the ill of 
| any of the country ſurgeons, a ſervant was 
diſpatched upon the run- away beaſt to town, 
to call in Mr. Adair to my affiftance. Upon 
this occaſion its ſpeed could make the only 
f — for the miſchicf it had That 
| b 


That an * at Richmond whem 
our meſſenger arrived, his coming down was- 
retarded ſome hours, which obliged me to 
lie, during that time, in a moſt diſagreeable 
and painful ſituation. Whilſt he was ſetting. 
the joint of my wriſt, ſurprized at my not 
crying out, he turned round to ſee whether 
I was inſenfible ; by which means the bone 
ſlipped. out of its place. A eircumſtance: 
that has deprived. me of the power of n. | 
ing that hand ever fince. 4215 

ring my confinement by this accident,” 
(as misfortunes ſeldom come alone) I met 
with one of the ſevereſt loſſes .I had ever 
felt. Mr. Calcraft coming one day into my 
room to enquire after my health, I took no- 


tice that he ſeemed uncommonly thought - 


ful. Upon which my ſecond fight inſtantly 
| wifited me, and I cried out with emotion, 
„Bad news from America!“ To., this he on- 
ly replying with a ſhake of the head, I ex- 
claimed, My fears are too prophetic, and 
T have loſt a ſecond father.” He then in- 
1 formed me of all the circumſtances of the 


defeat and death of my much- beloved friend. 


General Braddock. I had no ſooner receix- 

ed the heart-rending intelligence, than I 
gave way to the moſt unbounded grief /; 
. which brought on a fever, and I lay for ſome 
time in a dangerous ſituation, from theſs 
ORs: E "wp TRE 
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This great man having been often re» 
proached with brutality, I am, induced to 
recite the following little aaa, wen 
_ evidently ſhews the contrary. _ 

As we were walking in the Park one day, 
we heard a poor fellow was to be chaſtiſed ; 
when I requeſted the General to beg off the 
. offender, Upon his application to the gene- 
ral officer, whoſe name was Dury, he aſked 
Braddock, How long ſince he had diveſted 
himſelf of brutality, and the inſolence of his 
manners? To which the other replied, 
« You never knew me inſolent to my infe- 
& rjors. It is only to ſuch rude men as 
«yourſelf, that 1 behave with the bien 
„e which I think they deſerve.“ 
1 M likewiſe, during the fame interval, re- 
ee news of a different nature. News, 
which had it not, from ſome untoward cir- 
cumftance, proved delufive, would have 
enabled me to avenge myſelf in the moſt- ſa- 
tis factory manner of Calcraft's fallacious con- 
duct. The fortune I ſhould have received, 
would have entitled me to a far better match 
than himfelf ; and which, had it taken 


place, I am well affured would bave im- 
pelled him to an act that would have pre- - 


vented bis dying a natural death. 
A few days after I had recovered from 
my fever, (which, I muft here remark, was 
ſiiĩd to haſten the knitting of the bone of my 
& arm, an event that had been prolonged by 
| | toe 
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too even a circulation of the blood) Mr. 
Calcraft came into my room, crying out in 
extacy, ** Your fortune is made; your for- 
tune is made.“ I could not conceive 
What occafioned this uncommon ſalutation. 
But, upon enquiring, he produced 'a daily 
paper, and read a paragraph which particu- 
larly concerned e. f was therein men- 
tioned, by way of advertiſement, “ That a 
* ſhort time before, Thomas Sy kes, Eſq; died 
% in the South of France, and had left his 
fortune in the Engliſh funds, and his pro- 
“ perty at the Hague, both of Whieh was- 
% ſuppoſed to be very conſiderable, to Miſs 
* Bellamy, belonging to one of the theatres. 
Further particulars. were to be learnt by 
« enquiring of -Mr..Loyd, Garden-Court, in 
es the Temple.” — 9 2 | L147 SOIT Fa 2 8 
I did not at firſt recollect that F had ever 
Beard, or had any knowledge, of ſuch l 
ſon; the affairs of the nation at that time en- 
groſſing every though t, and lying as 1 
upon my neck and ſhoulders, as they dick 
upon Obadiah's in “ The Committee.“ At 
length, after a ſhort pauſe, the gentleman 
whom had aecidentally met ſome years, be 
f ore at my couſin Crawford's at Watford, and 
Who hinted to me about ee of 
the female parliament, preſented himſeff to- 


4 


my imagination. And I could not help con- 
*Kdering. this concluſive oddity as: a moſt ju- 
* J . . Fr #4 h 'D 5 AVS © 95 494 . | 
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ed Mr. Sykes to the South of France, was ſoon 
expected to bring to England the will, tope 


Fiir: o 


; dicious winding- up of his truly fingular | 
character. 5 'J 
Mr. Calcraft, who never loft ſight of the 
D e due to Plutus, the only Krinnty he 
2 haſtened away to the Temple. When 
be got there, Mr. Loyd informed him, that 
a will, to the purport mentioned in the n | 
Papers had ſeveral months before been 

rought to him for his inſpection. Of this He 
ſhewed Mr. Calcraft a copy, telling bim, that 
if the original was not in the poſſeſſion « of 
Mr. Sy keehimfel when he died, it moſt pro- 
| bably » was in the hands of Mr. Crawford, who 
"had chambers in the ſame court, but whoſe 
| refidence was at Watford. 
_ Mr. Crawford not being in town, my zea- 
Tons friend turned his horſes heads towards 
Hertfordſhire, and away he poſted to Wat- 
ford. He there learnt from Mr. Crawford, 
that Mr, Sykes, before he left England, had 
3 enquired much about me ; and 2 told 
that I was then in Paris, faid, he bad no 
doubt but he ſhould meet with me at ſome 
of the public places there. He further heazd 
om him, that the ſervant who had attend- 


ther with the remains of his mafter ; as he 
had particularly requeſted that they Should 
be depoſited in the church of St. Margaret's, 
— e concluded with 


aſſuring 


_ - 
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aſſuring him, tak he had every reaſon to 
think I ſhould have at leaſt fifty thouſand 
pounds in conſequenee of this demiſe; of 
which a very conſiderable ſum was at at 
one in the funds. 
F Zh Calcraft had prepared himself to offer 
| . to this Cerberus, had he been able to 
uce the real teſtimony of my good for- 
. — It, however, once more brought me 
acquainted” with my Machiavilian coufin, 
who in the end convinced me, that if he 
could nor prove my claim to ſo much pro- 
perty; he would at laſt endeavour all he 
could to deprive me of what IT had. 
Upon further enquiry Mr. Calcrafc found, Py 
that every article ofthe information he had. 
received from Mr. Crawford was true. But 
it happened unluckily for me, that Mr. 
Sykes 's ſervant, willing to ſecure thoſe effects 
belonging to his maſter, which he had with - 
him, and thinking his remains would reſt as 
quietly in the place where he died, as in St. 
. s Weſtminſter, neither thought 
caper to bring the will nor the body to 
land... He, however, took care to ſe- 
cure himſelf an afylum, which has newer 


vet been diſcovered. Some years after, 
when I viſited Holland, I heard, that as nos 
legal claimant had for ſo long appeared; the. * 
.cltate and perſonal property in that country - | 
4 7 Tr the FUE The 7 e =: | 
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the Engliſh funds, for the ſame reaſod, Kill 


remains there. 
Thus did-my expectations, with regard to 
© my great fortune, like all my other hopes, 
| Yaniſh into air.— Have I not reaſon to ex- 
_ "lai, think you, as I have more than once 
dene in the courſe of my narrative, that 1 
ami the moſt unfortunate of women? - MWhy 
are we thus teazed with the repreſentation of 
diſtant pleaſures, only that we might regret 
their being ſnatched from us? The evils of 
life are ſure and laſting ; the joys, fallacious 
and ſhort-lived. But I ſhall tire you with 
the repetition. of theſe gloomy reflections. 
T . will endeavour, therefore, to avoid them 
in future as much as poſſible. The moſt 
——— ſtings of recollection only ſhall draw 
1; _ from-me.—And yet, ſmarting as I am 
: ander: the laſhes of fortune, how hard will 
it de for me, when the cauſes paſs in review 
before me, to refrain from complaints . 
Though I cannot ſay, but that I expect from 
Jour friendſhip a ſympathizing tear, as your 


eye glides over the moſt diſaſtrous cireum- 1 
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| R. RICH + was very nba for me to 
1 come to town, long before my arm 
| ermit me to do fo, At length, I 
found pte ſo well recovered as to attend 
the duties of the theatre. The firſt charac- 
ter I made my appearance in was that of 
Rutland, in the Earlof Eſſex. When Icame 
to the mad ſcene, I threw myſelf on the floor 
as uſual; and, in order to prevent my late 
Fractured arm from receiving any injury from 
the fall, I fell on my right fide inftead of my 
Toft, ” Mrs. Clive, who was in the boxes, 
"obſerving this, her good nature got the 
better of | her recollection, and ſhe eried 
cut, O, ſhe has broken her other arm?“ 
| Ts audience took the alarm, and, ſtill ho- 
nduring me with their favour, called out, 
with a kind concern, for the curtain to be 
- dropped. But finding, by my _ in riſ- 
Ing, that 1 had not hurt myſelf, they ſul- 
fered me to proceed; and I concluded the 
ne with more applauſe than ever I had 
received before. And that owing, in a — 1 
meaſure, to the affectionate impr 
which had ſprung from that excellent wo- 
man's heart. "4 2g. 20 
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\ We endeavoured to fix on pioces in which 
Miſs Noſſiter could appear with me. And 
ſhe was making a progreſs, which would 
have rendered*her more tham a «/eful mem 
ber of the theatrical community. But, alas!* 
_ theſe bloſſoms were not ſuffered to ripen. - 
A- froſt, a killing froſt, beſpread by the cold 
breath of. diſappointed. love, nipped their 
root, and with them, the fair tree untimely 
tell. Hearing that Barry had left his wife, 
and had formed a connection with Mus. 
Dancer, ſhe took to her bed; and, in a very 
mort time, concluded both herthearrical and 
mortal race. By her death, ſhe left her 
| Faithleſs lover to enjoy her fortune, and to 
1 her a &c. to her nee 

rival. 


About this time Lord Appen returned : 
own his government at Gibraltar. Soon 
after his arrival, his Lordſhip was ſummon- 
. ed to appear before the Houſe. of Commons. . 
This was done at the inſtigation of a noble- 
man, more diſtinguiſhed: for the brillianey of 
bis talents than for his perſonal bravery. - 
The accuſation. againſt him was upon ac- 
*£ount of the great expenditure that had 
taken place, during his government, for the | 
| Fepairs- and improvement of the  fottificg> - 
tions. 1940 

Upon his appearance. before the Houſe, . 
| he only ſaid, that as he had never: been an 

n eonomiſt of his own money, but 2 
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of it when occaſion required, he had laid out 
the publie money whenever he judged it to 
be neceſſary. e was accordingly acquit- 
ted with honour. As ſoon as his acquittal 
was pronounced, he drew a letter from his 
8 and deſired it might be handed to 
the Speaker. This was found to be à letter 
froin the King, containing his Majeſty's: ap- 
probation” of his conduct, and eondeſcend- 
Ing * thank his Lordſhip for having taken 
| needful precautions to 9 a e of 
io great confequence;” | 
= The Houſe requeſted | to 8 why his 
Lor ſhip had not mentioned this circum- 
ſtance before; as it would have fatisfied all 
their doubts, und have ſaved them a | 
deal of trouble? His Lordſhip replied, 
that bis having been flattered in ſo ſingular 
a manner by the approbation of his royal 
maſter, was of itſelf a ſufficient exculpation. 
= in order to ſhew that he was worthy of 
ſo great a happineſs, he wiſhed to be exaul- 
2 by the nation enn whoſe el | 
Some time Aber, Lord W was named 
P Prefident of the Court- Martial which was 
to try the very Peer, at whoſe inſtigation his 
| Lordſhip had bers called before the Houſe | 
of Commons; but his Lordſhip begged 
leave to decline the honour. « He alledged, 
as. a reaſon for doing fo, that it was well 
. not be partial eien 10 f 1 
1 on 
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own ſon; nor ſhould any conſideration in- 
duce him to give a vote, in any caſe, con- 
trary to his real ſentiments. Notwithſtand- 
ing which, as circumſtances, from report, 
ſeemed to be much in disfavour of the noble 
Lord whoſe conduct was to be the ſubject 
of enquiry, the opinion he gave upon the 

oecaſion might poſſibly induce illiberal per- 
Lars to attribute bis deciſion to what he N 
incapable of, retaliation. 

His Lordſhip's arrival in England greatly 
embarraſſed me. I well knew, that if he 
would not viſit me whilſt I lived with Mr. 
Metham, he certainly would hold no corre- 
'- ſpondence with me, were 1 upon the ſame 
terms with a man who was in no ſhape his 
equal. However, as Calcraft had — ſe- 
 riouſly at the time we heard of Mr. Sykes's 
death, of our being ſoon married, I refolyed 
to let the dial point, though it ſpoke not. 
His Lordſhip, therefore, taking it for grant- 
ed, that we were legally united, made one in 
gur parties. And in a ſhort time after, 
though it was attended with very great in- ; 
convenience to himſelf; he made me his 
agent. His regiment being the Coldſtream, 
the agency was very lucratiye. Mr. 1 
| Promiſed to give me the emoluments, but x 
| never, received a fingle guine. 

Lady Tyrawley was the only perſon, among 
my female acquaintance, 0 —— 2 
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with as 1 affect ion as if I had really 
been her daughter. To her Ladyſhip was I 
indebted for my introduction to an intimacy 


with the late Lady Powerſcourt and the dowa- 


ger Lady Dillon. As ſhe looked upon the con- 
tract Mr. Calcraft had given me as an actual 
engagement to marry me, ſhe made no ſcru- 
ple to hint to thoſe ladies that T was married. 


And as they were patterns of virtue and due 


decorum, no one imagined they would ſo far 


tranſgreſs the rules of both, as to viſit a 


perſon where. the connection was of a leſs 
onourable nature. 

Lord Digby having been indifpoſed, he 
refided for ſome. days at Mr. Calcraft's houſe, 
— his mother, whole affection for him was 
unbounded, might be too much alarmed, 
But be removed, as ſoon as poſſible, to en- 
joy, what he preferred to all human enjoy - 
ments, the felicity of making a mother age 


Py+ Having the moſt tender affection for 
is mother and brothers, he lived with them | 
in a medarmte. regular manner, without in- 


dulging higſelf in thoſe exceſſes the juve- 


Keg — of the nobility generally run into. 


As this young nobleman might be truly de- 
nominated a miracle of nature, a rara avi, 
from the many great and good qualities he 
poſſeſſed, I muſt here dwell a little on his 
character, and give you an anecdote or two 
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With a moſt beautiful figure, he was 
; blefled with the beſt of hearts. He was 
generous, without being oſtentatious; and 
though he had travelled, modeſt to a degree. 
He ſpoke little, but what he ſaid declared 
that he poſſeſſed great good ſenſe, He was 
never known to f ay an unkind thing, nor to 
de guilty of an unkind action, to any perſon 
whatever. His Lordſhip's mother, and my 
valuable friend, Mr. Fox, were twins; and 
the affection which ſubfiſted between them, 
| | was as uncommon as the circumſtance of 
7 their birth. n 

Lord Digby came - osten to Parkament- 
fireer, and as I had by this means an o 
tunity of eee his conduct, I could not 
help remarking a ſingular alteration. in his de- 
meanour and dreſs, which took place during 


the great feſtivals. At Chriſtmas and Eafter 


he was more than uſually grave, and then 
always had on an old ſhabby blue coat. I 


 , was led, as well as many others, to conchude, 


that it was ſome affair of the heart which 
cauſed this periodical ſin; gulari And this 
was no improbable e 

Mr. Fox, who had great — wiſhed | 


1 Sen to find out his nephew's motive for 


appearing at times in this manner, as, in ge- 
neral, he was eſteemed more than a well- 
dreſſed man. Upon his expreſſing an incli- 
nation to that purpoſe, Major Vaughan and 
Nb n undertook to — L 
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Vordhip 's motions. They accordingly ſet 
out; 7 obſerving him to go towards St. 
George s Fields, they followed him at a dif- 
tance, till they loſt ſight or him near the 
Marſhalſea priſon. 


Wondering what eould carry a perſon of 


his Lordſhip's rank and fortune to ſuch a 
Place, they enquired of the turnkey, if a 


* 


entleman, deſcribing him, had not enter- 


ed the priſon. Yes, Maſters !“ exclaimed 
the fellow with an oath ; ec but he is not a 
« man; he is an angel. For he comes here 


ce twice a- year, ſometimes oftener, and ſets 


C à number of priſoners free. And he not 
„ only does this, but he gives them ſuf- 
ficient to fupport themſelves and their 
4 families till they can find employment.” 

e This,“ continued the man, “ is one of 
5 his extraordinary viſits. He has but a few 


eto take out to-day.” Do you know who 
e“ the gentleman is?“ enquired the Major. 

„% We none of us know him by any other 

% marks,” replied the man, © bur by his 


„ humanity and his blue coat.” 


The gentlemen having gained this intel 


gence, immediately returned, and gave an 


account of it to Mr. Fox. As no man poflef- 


fed more humanity, (of which I have alrea- 
2 given a proof) than the Secretary at 
"ar, 


the recital afforded him exquiſite plea- 
Fare, But fearing his nephew might be dif- 
ed at the illicit manner in which the in 


formation 


/ ” 
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formation had been obtained, he requeſted 
that we would keep the knowledge of it a 
profound ſecret. 15 1 
I could not reſiſt my curioſity of making 
further enquiries relative to an affair from 
which I reaped ſo much ſatisfaction. I, ac- 
cordingly, the next time his Lordſhip had 
his alms-giving coat on, aſked him what oc- 
caſioned his wearing that fingular dreſs ? 
With a ſmile of ineffable ſweetneſs he told 
me, that my curioſity ſhould, ſoon be grati- 
fied ; for, as we were congental ſouls, be would 
take me with him when he next viſited the 
place to which his coat was adapted, A 
compliment more truly flattering, and, more 
acceptable to me, than any I ever had, or 
The night before his intended vifit, his 
Lordſhip requeſted that 1 would be 10 readi- 
neſs to go with him the next morning. We 
then went together to that receptacle of mi- 
ſery which he had ſo often viſited, to the con- 
ſolation of its inhabitants. His Lordſhip 
would not ſuffer me to enter he gate, leſt 
the noiſomeneſs of the place ſhould prove diſ- 
agreeable. to me; but he ordered the coach- 
man to driye to the George Inn in the Bo- 
rougb, where a dinner was ordered for the 
happy. wretches. he was about to liberate. 
Here I had the pleaſure of ſeeing near thirty 
perſons reſcued from the jaws of a loath- 
| home priſon, at an inclement ſeaſon of 
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year, it being Chriſtmas; and not only re- 
leaſed from their confinement, but reſtored 
to their families and friends, with ſome pro- 
viſion from his Lordſhip's bounty for cheir 
immediate ſupport.— I will not pretend to 
deſcribe the grateful tribute his Lordſhip re- 
ceived upon the occafion from the band he 
had juſt ſet free; nor the ſatisfaction he 
_ reaped from the generous deed. I parti- 
cipated in the heavenly pleaſure ; and never 
Was witneſs to a more delightful ſcene. | 
How ſhall I tell the ſequel of the tale 
Bur it muſt be told. Vet whilſt I do it, 1 
am almoſt ready to 'accuſe Heaven of un- 
Kindneſs, in untimely cutting off ſo fair, ſo 
ſweet” a flower, the pride "of the Engliſh 
| tp His Lordſhip went ſome few months 
ter theſe beneficent acts, to viſit his eſtates - 
in Ireland. "Where, being obliged, by the 1 
miſtaken Hoſpitality of the country, to drink 1 
more than he was accuſtomed to do, and 
that at a time when he was indiſpoſed from 14 
a violent cold, a fever, attended with a putrid 
ſore throat, Was the fatal conſequence. And 
Arup not, thou felfiſh tear — my amiable. 9 
young friend was: removed to thoſe realms, # 
where alone his expanded heart could find 
its benevolent Propenfities Ne ed and re- 4 
warded. | =» 
By the death of thi is valuable young no- 
Mio, -poor were deprived of a gene- 
rous ben — his * of a * 
5 * + 32. ol | 
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able companion, and the community of one 
of its brighteſt ornaments. But to no one 
was his loſs more grievous than to Major 
Vaughan, to whom he was an unknown pa- 
tron. The Major regularly received a bene- 
faction of fifty pounds every quarter, which 
he concluded to come from Earl Fitzwilliam; 
that nobleman, with whom he had been bred 
up, having always held him in great eſteem. 
But, upon the death of Lord Digby, the boun- 
ty was found to flow from his liberal purſe. 
The Major was, indeed, highly eſteemed 
by every one that had the lence of know=- 
ing him. He had been bred up by his fa- 
ther, with the hopes of - ſucceeding to a large 
eſtate. But the old gentleman dying ſud- 
denly, and inteſtate, the Major not being 
FJ legitimate, his only inheritance Was a Fra. 
education, and one of the beſt of hearts. 
And, notwithſtanding this diſappointment, 
he was of a diſpoſition as chearful as if he 
poſſeſſed millions. Juſt ſuch a man muſt 
have been Hamlet's Horatio*®. The beauty 
of the deſcription, added to the fimilitude 
of the character, tempts me to inſert the 
whole of ſo applicable a paſſage. . 
——— dot thou hear? 8 189 & 
_ _ *--» Since my dear ſoul was miſtreſs of her choice, 
And could of men diſtinguiſh, her election 
Hach ſeal'd thee for herſelf; for thou haſt been 
e im ſuffering all, that ſuffers nothing, 


* Hamlet, AQ III. 'Scene Wh ch 
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A man, that fortune's buffets and rewards | 
Haſt ta en with equal thanks : and bleſt are thoſe, 

_ Whole blood and judgment are ſo well commingled 

That they are not a pipe for fortune's finger, - 

'To ſound what ſtop ſhe pleaſe. Give me the man, 

|; —— paſhon's flave, and I will wear him 

In my heari's core —ay, in n. ee 

A do 8 


T he 3 f my letter ods me of 
drawing towards a conclufion. I cannot, 
however, do ſo, till, excited by the loſs of 
my much-regretted friend, I have devoted a 

few lines to the cenſure of that injudicious 
cuſtom which coſt him his life. The idea of 
hoſpitality entertained by the inhabitants of 
our ſiſter kingdom, is certainly a falſe one: 
or rather, the error lies in its being carried 
to an imprudent extreme. — In their eſtima- 
tion, hoſpitality can be only ſhewn, by pre- 
vailing on their gueſts to taſte of every viand 
their tables, which are in general luxurouſly 8 
ſpread, contain; and by foreing them to. fit 1 
till ſo many bottles are emptied. The great 
eſt pleaſure an Iriſh gentleman can know, is 
to ſend his friends reeling from his table = 
Miſtaken people — True hoſpitality conſiſts 
in combining an unreſtrained freedom, with 
a hoſpitable anxiety that your gueſts go awax 
pleaſed with the entertaihment they have 
received. Whilſt you preſs with @ bounte- 
ous heart, and help with an unſparing hand, | 
a Joſe "_ that * which alone — 
can 2 
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can make your treats acceptable. Remem- 
ber that a Dy fell by an ill-timed com- 
5 : | G. Go B. 


LETTER Aller: ey 
| April 13, tons 
ADN Caroline Fox's indiſpoſition oblig- 
ing her to go to Bath, the Secretary 
at War ſpent the greateſt part of his time 
with us. Mr. Pitt having attacked, in the 
Houſe of Commons, the memory of the late 
Lord Orford (Sir Robert Walpole), ; who 
Had been a patron both to him and to Mr. 
Fox; the latter: defended the cauſe of his 
departed friend. This occaſioned the firſt 
difference between theſe two great men. The 
Secretary at War, however, procured bycit 
bis Sovereign's affection, together with his 
rſonal thanks; as his Majeſty ſtiſl retain- 
ed a great regard for a nobleman who. had 
been ſo faithful-a ſervant to him. 
I will here attempt to give you the politi- 
Cal characters of theſe two great competitors 
for glory, Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. Their 
quahfications were as different as their per- 
ſons. Mr. Pitt's abilities, as an orator, were 
undoubtedly aſtoniſhing. Vet, at times, put 
the matter he had uttered upon paper, of 
appeared ſuperfieial; and it was often ſatiti- 
cal to a degree of abuſe. His perſon claim- 
 ——— "With an non! 
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0 grace dich an your mind captive while he 
ſpoke, and with eyes that darted fire, he ge- 
nerally began low, but at length gradually * 
. worked hymſelf up, as well as his auditors, 
to a ſtrain of enthuſiaſm. His voice was. 
powering, and at the ſame time melodious: 
"i ularly the middle pitch of it, which 
ſecured articulation, and prevented the laſt 
word from being loſt. He was likewiſe one 
of the beſt actors I ever:ſaw. I will not even 
except Garrick. To evince which, I will re- 
late a ſcene I had the pleaſure of being * 
witneſs to. . 
-An e * FA Sha of Mr.. Pitt's 
generally thought fit, during the time he 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, to enter- 
tain the Houſe of Commons with ſounding 
forth his own praiſe. This egotiſt one day - 
ſpoke an euloge on himſelf, in which: he 
doo frequently repeated the word where. Mr. 
Pitt's patience being.exhauſted, he aroſe from _ 
his ſeat with inexpreſſible grace, and ſeemed 
to be making his way out of the houſe... But 
ſtopping ſhort, when he came cloſe to the mi- 
niſter, who was ſtill ſpeaking, he ſung aloud, 
with great humour, Gentle Thee ery rell 
„ me where, tell me where; gentle ſhep= --: 
cc herd, tell me where.” And he continued 
d do ſo, till he reached the lobby. This oc 
_ . cafigned an univerſal laugh; and the right 
1 ſpeaker retained the an 
e r. George Grenville, 
d | vor. ne 5 2 . er 
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| 2 Gentle Shepherd for the remainder of his 
= 
Whether. it was Goa indiſpoſitiun or 
to convince his hearers, that he could lead 
them with one hand, I know not, but Mr. 
Pitt often had his left hand in a ſling. © The 
natural grace he poſſeſſed, and the acquire- 
_ . ments he was maſter of, put it, however, out 
of the power of any ſituation or attitude to 
render him unpleaſing. 0 1 

His contemporary, Mr. Fox, neither en 

led him in voice, manner, or perſon. But he 
greatly ſurpaſſed him in ſolid judgment, 
quick diſcernment, and an unbiaſſed, un- 
alterable amor patri g. As he did not deal fo 
much in the flowers of rhetoric as Mr. Pitt, 
his ſpeaches did not ſtrike ſo forcibly, till 
conſidered. But they were founded on the 
firmeſt baſis, Zruth; His voice was ſono- 
rous, but his delivery, at times, was not fo 
\Pleaſing as it was at others. 

From the length of the debates n 
ed by this rivalſhip, the houſe frequently ſat 
. very late. It has often been morning before 

[rom fat down to dinner. And we ſeldom had 
lieſs in number at our table, even at that 
' - hour, than twenty. The maſter of the houſe 
increaſed his fortune by this reſort of com- 
pany, but he by no means cultivated his un- 
derſtanding, poliſhed his manners, or open- 
ed his heart. "The latter: ſtill continued as 
ſordid as ever, except indeed in his table, 
. * | * on 
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on which he ſpared no expence, as he was a 


voluptuary, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word. 
His brother, Mr. Thomas Calcraft, had 
been indebted to him for an education, at 
the ſame ſchool he himſelf had been bred, 


at Leiceſter. And my gentleman thinking, 


as he was the elder, and the firſt hope of the 
auguſt family, that the younger ought not 
to be more learned than himſelf, he quarrel- 


led with me for inſiſting that he ſhould be 


placed, for ſome time, at the academy in 


— Soho-ſquare. This young man was, in every 
point, à contraſt to honeſt Jack, now tranſ- 


lated to Squire John Calcraft. He was gen- 


teel in his figure, with a face, which, had it 


not been for the ravages of the ſmall-pox;, 


would have been handſome. In his diſpo- 
fition he was generous, and as unlike his 


brother, in every reſpect, except the love of 
the bottle, as it was poſſible for two human 
beings to be. : RED. 
When he came to a proper age, Mr. Cal- 


eraft got him a commiſſion in the army, where 
his riſe, as may be ſuppoſed from his bro- 
 ther's great intereſt, was extremely rapid; 


Being about to ſet off to join. his regiment 


in Scotland, his brother nobly gave him two 
5 | ng over and above what was to pay his 
ſtage: And upon my, expoſtulating with 


him upon the impropriety of ſuch a mea- 


ſure, he told me that I made the boy, by my 


2 * 


indulgence, as extravagant as myſelf. To 
C WY which 
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which he added, that he was glad he was 
ing where he muſt correct it. As it was 
impoſſible for me to deſpiſe the mean wretch 
more than T did, and as I would as ſoon have 
attempted to ſtop Folly. in her courſe, or to 
have ſolved” the moſt difficult problem in 
Euclid, as to endeavour. to reform ſuch an 
animal, I made no anſwer to this reflection. 
Mr. Fox made a point of procuring for his 
Commis every thing within the reach of his 
intereſt, or of his power with his Majeſty, 
which was then very great. Beſides ninety 
regiments to which Mr. Calcraft was agent, 
and likewiſe ſix independent companies, to- 
gether with the coals and clothing to the 
colonies, he had been named pay- maſter to the 
board of works, and deputy commiſſary of the 
muſters. His Majeſty having frequent occa- 
ſion to ſign his name to papers, wherein my 
gentleman was mentioned, he was led to en- 
quire who his beloved couſin * John Calcraft 
Was? This notice of his Sovereign, added to 
his princely income, made him conceive him- 
ſelf really a man of great conſequence; and 
determined him to ſatisfy the royal curioſity, 
and commence courtier, the next birth- day. 
As my taſte in dreſs induced the gentle- 
men to conſult me as well as the ladies, Mr. 
Calcraft did me the honour to aſk my advice 
upon this important occaſion. As he was a 
man of buſineſs, I recommended him 90 
In all n term couſin 1s' uſed... = 
: | | have 
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have a brown rateen, which at that time was 
much wore, with a white ſattin lining, and 
gold buttons. This dreſs I thought would 
at once be ſuitable to his profeſſion as a fi- 
nancier, and hide his ungenteel deportment 
and uncouth figure, which, by the bye, was 
not unlike that of a drayman, But not ap- 
proving of my fancy, he determined to fol- 
low his own; which, when the long- expected 
day arrived, afforded great entertainment to 
my company as well as myſelf. 
The day at length arrived, and upon it t an 
thoſe * had conſulted me with regard to 
their dreſs, and thoſe who upon other occa- 
ſtons viſited me, came, in their way to Court, 
to make their obeiſance, and to ſhew their 
clothes. Lady Rochford, being in mourning 
at this time for her katker, which prevented 
her from going, her Ladyſhip did me the 
honour to ſpend the day with me, in order to 
rtake, in ſome degree, of the pleaſure of it. 
The bevy of belles and beaux who called 
upon me was no inconſiderable one. And 
among them, to my unſpeakable ſurprize, 7 
who: ſhould! make his appearance but m 


_ own would-be beau, bedizen'd out in 4 


white coat, apparaments of blue velvet, 


3 waiſtcoat- and breeches of the ſame, . and | 


adorned with embroidered ſilver frogs. © - 
The groteſque figure he cut induced the 
Counteſs of Rochford, in the firſt emotions of 


her ſurprize, to cry out, « 4b, quelle figure 39 


3 The 
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The exclamation ſtruck the gentleman ſo 
forcibly, that he haſtily retired, and left us to 
laugh, and paſs our comments upon his ab- 
ſurdity.— I have often wondered how perſons, 
without being able to form the leaſt preten- 
ſions to taſte in dreſs, will venture, by adopt- 
ing their own ideas, to render themſelves 
conſpicuouſly ridiculous. They do not conſi- 
der, that faſhion is the child of adoption, and 
more arbitrary, whilſt ſne reigns, than even 
the Grand Sultan. Whether Mr. Calcraft 
went to Court in his fine clothes, I know not, 
nor ever gave myſelf the pains to enquire. 
But, at dinner, he appeared in his blue frock; 
and, till he had drenched himſelf with cham- 
paign, which he drank as ſmall beer, he ſeem- 
ed to be mortified at having, in the forenoon, 
contributed to the mirth of the company. 
Some time after, he preſented me with his 
picture in miniature, drawn in the very iden- 
tical clothes he had worn on the birth-day. 
But here bis parſimony would not permit 
him to make the preſent a genteel one. For, 
not willing to put himſelf to the expence of 
brilliants, he had it ſet round with roſe 
diamonds, As I always had an invincible 
averſion to any finery, which was not the 
compleateſt of the kind, I never wore the pic- 
ture, nor do I know what became of it. 
Our brother Tom ſoon returned from Scot- 


land, and was honoured with a commiſſion ' 


in the guards, He now roſe to the Amir, 


* 


of being my 8 had as I was become 
as fond of him as if he had really been my 
brother, I took ſome pains to poliſh him. 
' hg ground was good, and repaid the tillage. 
The Squire, however, remained totally un- 
improveable. His ignorance was beyond 
belief; and he gave a moſt glaring proof of 
it one day. Being upon a party at Cliefden, 
and the company admiring the gladiator, he 
ſimply aſked what a gladiator was? The 
company were greatly ſurprized, as you may 
naturally ſuppoſe. The noble hoſt, however, 
endeavoured to cover the ignorance. of his 
gueſt. But ever afterwards I inſiſted upon 
his ſilence, in caſes of this kind, at leaſt, when 
I was preſent, At the ſame time. 4 expreſſed 
my ſurprize, that as he piqued himſelf on 
being a proficient in the great art of boxing, 
he ſhould be -unacquainted with his 1 
brother the prize · fighter. 

From this time he was generally filent in 
company. And as he never attempted any 
thing like wit himſelf, he endeavoured to ap- 
pear to underſtand it in others. This appear- 
ance, however, was of the ſame ſpecies as the 
admiration. of Boniface for the Latin lan- 
guage; though he did not underſtand a word 
| of it, he loved and honoured the ſound. 

Never was a character more juſtly: defined” 
than his, in the following inimitable 1555 oF 
5 W Sr; | 
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The man that hath not muſic in himſelf, 

Nor is not moved with concords of ſweet ſounds, = 
Is fit for treaſons, ſtratagems, and ſpoils ; 3 

- The motions of his ſpirit are dull as night, 

And his affections dark as Erebus: : 

Let no ſuch man be truſted. 


To this perfect delineation of his 3 
ter, it is almoſt unneceſſary to make any ad- 
dition. I muſt, however, as it is become 
the preſent ſubje&t of my pen, enlarge a little 
upon Wo 0 
As I have already obſerved, he had natu- 
rally a ſound underſtanding. His mental 
faculties were ſtrong. And, had they been 
properly cultivated, had he received the ad- 
vantages of a good education, he would 
have been a dangerous member of ſociety. 
For he was ambitious to a degree; and cared 
not at what expence, or riſque, he carried 
his ambitious views into execution. In the 
ſame manner he gratified all his paſſions. 

But, upon every other occaſion, he was cold: 
eyen to cowardice. He was, beſides, r 
cious, inſolent, and mean to the loweſt pitch. 
of parſimony. - 
_ Such was the wretched being 1 thought 1 
was doomed to ſpend my life with who was 
to be the 1.50 of all my pleaſures and 


all my 101% 24008 whom I concluded I was: 


2 by indiffoluble W 8 
I mobld 


G7 A. BEI IL AM. By 


E ſhould not here draw ſuch an unfavour. 


able picture of a man who has long ſince 


been deſpiſed and forgotten, had he not 


prevented the publication of a letter of mine 
to him, which I advertiſed ſome years ſince, 
and which contained a portrait of him, 
drawn in wnch ſtronger colours. Had this 
letter been publiſhed, it would probabl 
have ſhortened his days, as he had at that 
time dared to get a right honourable inti- 
mate of his to introduce him as an honourab 
lover to a younger branch of one of the firſt 
Whillet ze the kingdom. 

I muſt juſt mention, that I am indebted 
to him for one pecuniary favour, and only 
one; during the nine years and half we lived, 


or rather breathed together. Captain F rank 


O' Hara, my brother, whom I ſeldom heard 
of or ſaw, but when he was in want of mo- 
_ ney, or in confinement, ſent me a note, ac- 


quainting me, that he was arreſted, and con- 


fined ata ſheriff”s officer's houſe in Stanhope. 
ſtreet, Clare-market, for a debt of fixt 


pounds, which his father, 1 Lord Tyrawley, 
refuſed to pay 12 him. Upon my ſhewing 

alcraft, bertel the direc- 
tion down, and immediately went to the 
He there found the ſon of Mars, ac- 
cothpanied by a fair attendant upon Venus; 
and havin diſcharged the debr, brought 
my brother home with him. Upon his re- 

| TED > he gave me ſuch a deſcription of the 


the note to Mr 
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tranſaction, as carried with it an appear ance 
of humour, though of low humour. And 
this was the only time he was ever able to 
pleaſe me. 

What a declaration 20 a woman, who 
heart was caſt in one of nature's ſofteſt 
moulds; and who was ſo ſuſceptible of even 
the minutiæ of courteſy, as to be ever ready 
to exclaim with that moſt ſuſceptible of 
mortals, Sterne, © Hail, ye ſmall ſweet 
« courteſies of life, for ſmooth do ye make 
< the road of it! Like grace and beauty, 

which beget inclinations to love at firſt 
© ſight: tis ye who open this door and let 
« the ranger in.” 


. 
— * 
* * 8 a n #% 5 
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LETTER IXII. | 
: . April 23, 1 
| HE time of my benefit approaching, 


p my night happened to be fixed, ſo as 
to fall on that of Mrs. Cibber's; and as that 


1ady's intereſt and mine claſhed, and it was 
likewiſe an opera night, I requeſted. Mrs. 
Hamilton to let me have her Monday, and 
take in exchange my Saturday. The credit 


of having the fr benefit in the ſeaſon pre- 
vailed, and ſhe conſented to exchange with 


me. As her intereſt did not lie among the 
box people, it was immaterial to her. ay 
BEES 8 * She 
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She accordingly fixed on the © Rival 
3 And notwithſtanding it happened 
to be a very wet afternoon, a great concourſe 

of people for the ſecond gallery attended. As 
ſoon as that part of the houſe was full, ſne 
diſpoſed of the overflow in the boxes and up- 
on the ſtage; wiſely preferring their two ſhil- 
lings a-piece to empty benches. The heat 
of the houſe occaſioned: the wet clothes of 
the dripping audience to ſend forth odours 
on quite ſo {ſweet as thoſe of Arabia. 

Not being accuſtomed to ſuch. efluvie, I 
gave the: preference to lavender-water ; with 
which I impregnated my handkerchief, and 
held it to my. — Mr. Roſs, who: played 
Alexander, happened that night to be in one 

olf his a#ive diſpoſitions, and intending to doi 
the part juſtice, which was fully in his power, 
when he did not chuſe to walk over the 
eourſe, he enquired why I hid my face from 
him whilſt he was paying homage to my 
Queenſhip. I, as uſual, played Statirauers 
which I anſwered, that I did it becauſe. B 
was juſt ſuffocated with the ſtench; * 5 
ple ſmelling ſo of tripe that they were hor 
Tidly offenſive. 1 ] 
The gentleman, out oy; W at he de- 
licacy, put what I had uttered into his own 
tramontane language, and told the lovely 
Roxana, that I had ſaid her audience funk, 
Enraged at ſo great an indignity thrawn on 
fuck a —_— of Ng worthy þ riends, who 


Wa had 


v | 
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had endangered their lives, from being wet 
to the ſkin, in order to pay their reſpects to 
her, ſhe formed a reſolution to mortify me 
Accordingly on the Monday, at half an 
hour after ſix, juſt before the play ſhould 
have don, ſnhe ſent me word that ſhe would 
not perform the character of Lady Graveairs. 
It became neceſſary, from ſo late a diſap- 
Pointment, to make an apology to the audi- 
ce, for the delay that muſt enſue. . Roſs, 
ho loved miſchief as well as he had done 
whilſt - at Weſtminſter-ſchool,- enjoyed the 
ſtorm which he himſelf had raiſed, and 
would not make the apology. Smith had 
kindly undertaken to play Lord Foppington; 
but he was ſo frightened, that he could not 
do it. Lady Betty was therefore obliged to 
mo her flounces and furbeloes before their 
time, in order to requeſt the patience of the 
audience, till Mrs, Vincent could dreſs for 
__ WW part which Mrs. Hamilton was to have 
04 "FT" _— was granted with repeated 
plats and with an aſſurance from Mr. 
_ Town,und his aſſociates, that they would re- 
vengel my cauſe. This they did the very 
next night; when Mrs. Hamilton played the 
Queen in the Spaniſh Friar,” and myſelf El- 
| vira. The majeſty of Spain then appeared in 
al the pomp of /al/e jetwris. She was fo re- 


. 1 . rs. = 
ley Cibber compared her head to a furze- 
_ buſh ſtuck round with glow- worms; as hep 
hair was extremely dark, and ſhe had an ob- 

jection to wearing powder. : » 
Upon her entrance, ſhe was ſalted: in'a 
warmer manner than ſhe wiſhed. And was 
prevented for ſome time from ſpeaking, by 
that moſt diſagreeable of all ſounds to à dra- 
matic ear, whether author or performer, bi/ſes; 
At length, upon the tumult's ceaſing a little, 
ſhe advanced, and addreſſed the audience in 
the following Demoſthenean ſtile: Gem- 
« men and ladies! I ſuppoſe as how you hiſs 
te me, becauſe I did not play at Mrs. Bel- 
% lamy's benefit. I would have performed, 
* but ſhe. ſaid as how my —— ſtunk, 
e and were all tripe people.” When the 
fair ſpeechifier had got thus far, the pit 
ſeemed one and all tranſported at her irreſiſt- 
ible oratory. For with one voice they en. 
cored her, crying out at the ſame: time, "=, 
% Well ſaid, Tripe!” A title which the oe 
tained till ſhe quitted the theatre. oe” 
The ſeaſon turned out more . 10 N 
the proprietor than he had reaſon to hope, | 
from the weakneſs of his company; eſpe- 
cially as it was oppoſed by Garrick, Moſtopy 
| Woodward, Cibber, Clive, and . Pritchard; 
At the concluſion of itz 1 found myſelf preſ- 
fed for money. I had intreaſed my debt 
witch Miſs Meredith to twelve hundred 
9 1 owed as much * 2 
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Deard, Maſſineuve, and Lazarus, for an ad- 
Anden 1 had made to my jewels. | 
This being my ſituation, I determined to 
come to a ſerious explanation with Mr. Cal- 
craft. But we always had ſuch crowds of 
company, that I ſcarcely ever was with him 
alone. I likewiſe was prevented by that in- 
expreſſible averſion I always had to enter in- 
to a converſation on money matters. And 
more particularly ſo, when I had occaſion. 
to ſolicit from the perſon I deſpiſed, what 
he would term a favour. This made me 
prefer borrowing ſome hundreds of Mr. 
Sparks; which.he was happy to lend me, as 


he foreſaw a return that 1 in the end doubly 


repaid him. 

The — nn Was i of 
nothing agreeable. Lord Tyrawley wrote 
to his lady, requeſting that ſhe would join 
with him in diſpoſing of the Bleſſinton eſtate. 


This eſtate was to come to Lady Tyrawley 


upon the death of her brother, the Earl, who, 
together with his lady, were in a deep de- 

| cline, brought on by the loſs of an only ſon. 
Upon this occaſion her Ladyſhip aſked my 
advice. I gave it as my opinion, that ſhe 
ought to return his Lordſhip a poſitive de- 
ee For, as he had alrtatly diſpoſed of 
acre of his own eſtate; and from having 

— him no fortune, ſhe. had only a no- 
minal eight hundred pounds a- year, badly 
jc eng 5 _ that if his Lordſhip' died before 


her, 
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her, ſhe would have nothing to live upon 
but her penſion as a General's widow ; I told 
her the eſtate he requeſted her to ſell would 
prove a good reſerve for her. 

Her Ladyſhip accordingly followed my 
advice; which I ingenuouſly acknowledge I 
was the more induced to give her, as ſhe 


had frequently ſaid, ſhe would leave what 


ſhe died poſſeſſed of to myſelf and my 
children. She immediately wrote him word, 
© That ſhe was ſenſible of her duty as a wife, 
cc though his Lordſhip, till then, had for- 
„ got he was her huſband. And as he had 
« given ſuch incontrovertible proofs-of his 
'« diſregard for her, ſhe muſt ſo far take 
cc care of herſelf, as to prevent her having 
< nothing but an Iriſh title to ſupport her 
cc jn caſe of his demiſe.” She added, c that 
e if his lordſhip could inform her how to 
« diſpoſe of that title, ſne . en as 
«to ſelLit a bargain.” . 

Lord Tyrawley, in return, wrote her Lady: - 
Phone « That he had always thought — 
cc head was bad, but now he was convinced 
<« her heart was equally ſo.” To this Lady 
Tyrawley inſtantly replied, ** My Lord, I 
cc never piqued myſelf upon the goodneſs of 
e my head; and my heart has been ſo long 
ec in your Lordſhip” J pollefſion, I really can- 
ec not - anſwer. for it.“ This laconic epiſtle 
highly offended him. And having heard of 
1 1 S intim with me, he imas 
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gined I had dictated it. He, in gave 
me credit for what I had no claim to; asT_ 
actually knew nothing of the anſwer, till 


4 ſome days after it was ſent away. 


I was juſt at this time obliged to go to 
Malmſbury, to viſit ſome ladies, who took 
particular care to feed their poultry in an ex- 
traordinary manner for my reception, and 
who diſguſted me as much with their over- 


grown appetites, as with their inſipid con- 


verſation. From thence I propofed going to 
Briſtol, But as my laſt expedition to that 
place was ſhortened: by illneſs, ſo this was 
prevented by a concern of another nature. 
L was remanded back on account of there 
being, very:unexpectedly, a conteſted: elec. 
tion at Windſor, for which place Mr. Fox 
was member. Notwithſtanding his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland had been 
ſo uncommon a benefactor to that town, and 
a conſtant employer of the poor of it, the 
inhabitants were ſo ungrateful as to ſupport 
a perſon almoſt unknown, in oppoſition to 
the Duke's avowed friend Mr. Fox. 12 7 h . i 
were however unſucceſsful}; 5 SY 

As ſeveral of my intimates lived ini the 
neighbouhood, who had influence with the 
voters, and to whom it was thought neceſ- 
ſary that 1 ſhould apply in perſon, to ſolicit 

their intereſt for Mr. Fox, an expreſs Was 
ſient to me; and 1 haſtened away to this 
N Fe of noiſe and gra As ſoon as 1 
| arrived, 


PIO © 
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arrived, I deſired Sir Francis Delaval to en- 
deavour to find out Mr. Nuthall, a ſolicitor, 
who was a very buſtling man, and well verſed. 
in electioneering affairs. He had offered his 
ſervice to Mr. Fox by me; but the offer: 
was refuſed upon account of his partality» 
for. Mr. Deputy Paterſon. In conſequence 
of this refuſal he attached himſelf to Mr. 
Pitt ; who afterwards appointed him Solicitor. 
of the Treaſury, and rewarded him with ma- 
ny other emoluments. 

As I was ſtanding at the door of the inn, 
waiting for Sir Francis's return, with Maſter 
Fox, late Lord Holland, by my ſide, a fellow! 
came up with a bludgeon in his hand, and 
aimed a blow at the young gentleman, cry- 

ing at the ſame time, No Foxes ! no Dox . 
« ies!“ Providentially a perſon behind le- 
velled the fellow to the ground, juſt time 
enough to prevent the blow from taking ef- 
fect. Sir Francis Delaval returned at that in- 
ſtant with Mr. Nuthall, and the fellow was 
ſecured. But as it was judged that he was 
ſufficiently puniſhed for his brutality by the: 


| ſeverity of the blow he had received, and by! 


the bruiſes: his fall had occaſioned; he. was 
| ſuffered to depart; on promiſing not to in 
termeddle any more with the election. 

The alarm Maſter Fox received from this 
| incident, had ſuch an effect upon his mind, 
that it brought on him a diſorder, named $2: 
Vitus Ss Hanes 3 Which: affected him, 12 , 2 
. ite” 
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little diſappointment or vexation, to a moſt 
violent degree, and he laboured under it for 
ſeveral years. 
The next winter, I was witneſs to a pa- 
roxyiſm of this diforder, which much alarm- 
ed me. Both the young gentlemen being 
come from Eton, they waited upon me, to 
requeſt that I would uſe my intereſt with Mr. 
Rich, to get the tragedy: of © Alexander” 
performed the next night; Maſter Charles 
aving heard ſuch an account of it as excit- 
ed his curioſity. They waited in my dreſ- 
ſing- room / whilſt I ſent to the manager. 
But, for ſome reaſon which I could never 
find out, Mr. Rich ſent back a refuſal. The 
vexation occaſioned by this diſappointment 
brought the fit ſo violently on Maſter Fox, 
that the fright almoſt deprived me of ſenſe ; 
and it was ſome time Far a I recovered. _. 
When I returned to Hollwood from Wind- 
ſor, I went acroſs the country, in order to 
avoid London; and made what haſte I 
could, in expectation of finding ſome. agree- 
able company there. But, to my great ſur- 
priſe, there was no perſon but Doctor Fran- 
cis, who was now become one of the family. 
J had long promiſed a viſit to that ſon of 
wit and humour, Foote, who then occupied 
one of Sir John Vanburgh's houſes upon 
Black-Heath. 5 This — favourable 
opportunity, I propoſed to the Doctor to 
take a ride over the: next day. N = 6p k 
8 Ihe 
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The reverend gentleman cheerfully con- 
ſenting, we mounted our horſes, and ſet out 
for the reſidence of the celebrated Ariſto- 
phanes. We found with him Mr. Murphy, 


and an author of the name of Clealand. As 


we had arrived at this habitation of laughter 


early, and there was no garden to walk i in, 


or lands to amuſe us, by way of relaxation, 
till the convivial meal made its appearance, 


the maſter of the houſe propoſed going to 
the ſale of the Dutcheſs of Bolton's furniture. 


This celebrated lady had lately paid the debt 


of nature. And as ſhe was elevated to her 
high rank through her excellence in playing 
Polly Peachum, as is well known, I wiſhed 
to ſee her reſidence. I therefore readily con- 
ſented to the propoſal, and ſoon. remounted : 


my horſe. 


After waiting ſome time at the door, with 
out the gentlemen appearing, I ſent in my 
ſervant to expedite them. Upon which Mr. 
Murphy came out laughing, and informed 
me, that the Doctor's ſacerdotal dignity had 
Juſt paid him a viſit, and repreſented it to him 
as inconſiſtent with his cloth, to appear with 
an actreſs in public. How ſuch a whim 
could ſtrike him at that moment, when he, 

only condeſcended to live in the houſe; 


with me, but gladly accepted of a place in 
my box at the opera, plays, and oratorios, 
did not give myſelf the trouble to account! 


fon as it was truly ainulan + 2 HF IO IS 
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At the ſame time 1 poſſelled t too much 
apathy to take offence at the abſurdity of a 
man, who, upon other occaſions, I had ob- 
ſerved to be guilty of the ſame kind of folly, 
though not pointed perſonally at me. For, 
before this fooliſn freak, he had always 
treated me with the higheſt reſpect, and an 
apparent gratitude; both of which he teſti- 
fied, by a demeanour nearly bordering on ſer= 
vility. Nor could J account for this ſudden 
alteration, unleſs it was the reſult of a little 
debate which happened at breakfaſt between 
him and me, relative to Maſon's Elegy to 


% Dr. Hurd,” printed with his © Caracta- 
us This I warmly admiring, and the 


Doctor not happening to be that morning in 
a mood to ſuffer contradiction, he probably 
took this method to repay me for daring to 
praiſe any production but his own Demoſt- 
<< henes. He had juſt tranſlated that work; 
and though the tranſlation was almoſt as fri- 
gid as his © Eugenia, his patron Mr. Fox 


raiſed a ſubſcription for him, which amount- 


ed to a thouſand guineas.. 


We, however, ſet off without the fan. 
monious divine; and, at our return, found 


that he had mounted his prancing nag, and 


taken himſelf back to Hollwood; leaving 


good company, an excellent dinner, and 
What he preferred to every other earthly hap- 


_ pineſs, curious claret, together with the ſoci- 


7" of Comus's favourite ſon, a treat that was 
: fou A | 
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ſought after by every one who had a reliſn 
for genuine wit and humour. Mr. Foote 
excited a laugh at the Doctor's expence, by 
declaring, that at times he poſſeſſed the 
pride and inſolence of a Cardinal Wolſe 7; 
whilſt, at others, he had the meanneſs, ſer - 
vility, and blackguardiſm of a Buckhorſe, 
Having ordered the chaiſe to come for me 
in the evening, I ſet off for London, inſtead 
of returning to Hollwood; and left tſie 
Doctor to keep company with himſelf. 
Was it not for a few inſtances which we 
find ſtrewed thinly here and there, in the 
records of the actions of mankind, there 
would be great room to doubt whether gra- 
titude ever grows on this ſterile globe of 
ours. —It certainly is an exotic; and there 
ſeem to be but few minds in which it finds 
a kindly ſoil.— A review of ſome of my fore- 
going letters will prove beyond a contradic- 
tion, that the ſeed of this ſame virtue had, 
either never been planted by nature in the 
breaſt of the good Doctor, or that it had 
not received due culture; or elſe, that it was 
choaked, when it put forth its earlieſt buds, 
by the native briers and thiſtles, provi ar- 
rogance, ſelfiſhneſs, and deceit, which there 
grew luxuriantly around it. Which was 
the cauſe of the want of this neceſſary pro 
perty of a good mind, I will not pretend to 
determine. F 
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LETTER IXIII. £ 
April 29, POEM 
HEN I aries in town, 1 found that 
Mr. Calcraft had ſet off for Grant- 
Hawn, to preſerve his ſiſter from the wicked 
arts of falſe, deluding man. Mr. Medlicote, 
of whom I have made mention in one of my 
former letters to you, had vilited that place, 
and” laid out all his attactions to captivate 
"Miſs Calcraft. This young lady, who was 
of a ſprightly diſpoſition, and tired of liv- 
ing a. ſingle life, lent a willing ear to the 
addreſſes of this accompliſhed fellow, and 
vainly ſuppoſed that he would marry her. 
But finding her miſtake, ſhe wrote her bro- 
ther word Of her ſituation; 
My hero ſet out, with a ige veſo- 
N to avenge the cauſe of his inſulted 
family. But, having time to recollect him- 
elf during his journey down, he thought it 
would be imprudent to riſque his life. He 
therefore wiſely choſe to bring his ſiſter up 
to London, rather than call her lover to ac- 
Count for his preſumption. This was be- 
come the more neceſſary, as the affair had 
made ſome noiſe in the town; and a coun- | 
try town is generally the ſeat of ſcandal and 
ng 
It happened upforninantly chat che . 
roi which had conveyed him an „ 
b . is 


his ſiſter's danger, brought ED a Prey from 
his brother, Captain Calcraft, who was upon 
a recruiting party at Huntingdon. Bein 
upon a viſit to an Earl, who lives in the 
neighbourhood, and who loved gambling 
more than propriety, the boy had been pre- 
vailed upon by his Lordſhip to ſit down to 
play, and had loſt to him two hundred 
pounds: which being a debt of honour, he 
| had d paid it out of the money in his hands 
belonging to the regiment; and to re- place 
which ſum he had been able to draw on 
his brother. 

The Squire, impatient of chis double fa- 
mily croſs, had ſent back the bill proteſted, 
juſt before he ſet off. This was on the even- 
ing of my arrival in town from Foote's, and 
the letter had been ſent to the paſt-office. 
One of the clerks, named Willis, came im- 
mediately to inform me of the event. Trem- 
bling at the conſequence of the young man's 


being brought to a court- martial, which 


would have been attended with perpetual diſ- 
grace, we conſulted what was to be done upon 
this occaſion. Though I had not the money, 
I could borrow it; but the chief difficulty lay 
in getting the letter out of the poſt-office. - 
Mr. Calcraft had taken Lord Tyrawley's 
5 tbres lions for his arms. And the govern- 
ment plate, left to us and our children by - 
SGeneral Braddock, having, befides the royal 
| ""—_ a greyhound fo, the creſt, he had 


_—_ 
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nately recollected, that my, milliner, Mrs. 
Jordan, was related to the Secretary at the 


- poſt-office. - Upon which, I went to her, and 
ee borrowed the money, prevailed upon 


her to take my ſeal, which was nearly the 
ſame as Mr. Calcraft's, together with a bank 
bill for the ſum, to the office, and uſe ber 
intereſt with her relation to ſubſtitute it in 


the place of the proteſted bill. This ſhe ac- 
compliſhed, to my great ſatis faction. And 
as ſoon as Mr. Calcraft's ill- humour ſub- 


ſided, he repented of what he had done. 


Not, I believe, out of affection for his brother, 
but upon account of the diſgrace, which 


would naturally have recoiled upon him. 


As ſoon as he arrived in town with his 


ſiſter, he deſired I would look out for a place 


where ſhe could lodge and board, till Ste 
family in the country. could be found in 
which ſhe might be eligibly ſettled. Mrs. 
Jordan, the milliner, juſt mentioned, was a 
woman of family, and being connected with, 


and related to, ſeveral perſons of en., 


an Wales, ſhe had an amazing deal of buſi- 
neſs. To this gentlewoman I applied upon 
the occaſion, and prevailed upon = to take 
- Miſs Calcraft as a temporary boarder. And 
in a ſhort time, by her means, ſhe was placed 
in a family in Eſſex, Mr. Calcraft affected 
ds be very fond of his ſiſter, but he loved his 

| enter. 3 | 
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her wardrobe, he would have made but an 
indifferent appearance. For the. family, in 


which ſhe was placed, was that of a widow 


lady,: who kept her carriage, and had a good 
jointure ; and whoſe only inducement to take 


her was for the ſake of company. 


By the return of the poſt Mr. Calcraft was 


ſurprized to receive a letter of thanks from 


his brother. On the firſt reading of it, he 
imagined it was meant ironically. But re- 
collecting that the boy ſtood in too much 
awe of him, to venture to jeſt with his ſu 

poſed conſequence, he guefled what I had 
done. And coming to me, in the fulneſs of 


his heart, he returned me the money with a 


thouſand thanks, and called me his preſerver. 
I really believe, had I had the courage to 
aſke him for any ſum juſt at that time, he 


would have given it me. But thinking it 
would look mean to make an advantage of 


what I was led by-affeCtion to do, and which 


would have the appearance of my being in- 
duced by pecuniary motives, an idea that 


was +" Prey to my hearts: 1 ee my oppare- 
tunity. | 


Iwas.now ſo immerged i in bulineſs; that I 


had not time to think of my being ſo much 


involved, or of any means to extricate my- 
ſelf. I had a beautiful ſet of horſes made 
me a preſent of, which added to my expence. 
For Mr. Calcraft would not give me the kee - x 


| of. them, as he ſaid he had more than ſu 
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cient to keep already. I would gladly have 
retired from the ſtage, but the money 1 
got there was abſolutely needful. This in- 
duced me to make a new agreement with 
Mr. Rich. 


During the winter, ö and tier 


being beſpoke by ſome perſons of quality, 
Lady Coventry, (late Miſs Maria Gunning) 
with ſome other ladies of the firſt diſtinction, 
_ were in the ſtage-box. I have already men- 
tioned. my intimacy with this beautiful wo- 


man, when ſhe was a girl, and the circum- | 


ſtances which occaſioned it. But I had not 
ſeen her, ſince that time, except a few days 
before her marriage, when ſhe did me the 
favour to call upon me, on a little pecuniary 
buſineſs. —_ 

In the ene; where Juliet drinks the ſup- 
poſed poiſon, juſt as I was got to the moſt 
intereſting part of that intereſting ſoliloquy, 
I was interrupted by a loud laugh, which 


iſſued from the box where her Ladyſhip ſat. 


The ſilent attention in which the reſt of 


the audience were enrapt, made ſuch a 


circumſtance the more ſtriking. It had ſo 
great an effect upon me, that, being wholly 
diſconcerted, and unable to proceed, I was 

obliged to requeſt leave to retire, till I could 
collect myſelt. The audience were offended 


at the interruption this levity had occafioned, 
— inſiſted upon the Ladies E the 


e which they accordingly di 
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A gentleman in the ſide- boxes reproached 


Lady Coventry with her rudeneſs and ingra- 


titude. Upon which ſhe was pleaſed to Tay, 
the could not bear me ſince ſhe had ſeen Mrs. 
Cibber. As this was no other than my bro- 
ther, Captain O'Hara, he aloud made her La- 


8 a retort, but not the retort courteous. 


his added to mortify her vanity, and haſ- 
tene her departure, "The late Lord Egling- 
ton, one of the dor men of his time, who 


A * 1 * 


he "did, . ook me, t Þ no \ offence 1 


meant to me; the laugh that Lady Coventry 
had broke out into being in voluntary, and 


excited” by her twirling an orahge upon her 

finger, and. ſome ridiculous thing that was 
upon the occaſion. I admitted the ex- 

cuſe, and finiſhed my a with as much ap- x 


probation as ever. 


The next morning brother Landes and 
informed me of 5 her Ladyſhip had 
fooliſhly uttered. Upon which, 1 rung for 
the houſe ſteward, and delivering him the 


_ nbte ſhe had given me, when Mifs Gunning, 


for the money ſhe had borrowed of me a few 


days before her nuptials, I ordered him to 


88 end it to Lord Coventry's for payment. 
vince waited till her Ladyſhip came in 
om riding; When, preſenting! the note to 


be the returned it, ſayin « What! is it 


* Jake Bellamy the 2 . To Which my 
F 2 domeſtic, 
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domeſtic, who daily ſaw me treated in a dif. 
ferent manner by ladies greatly her ſupe-- 
riors, anſwered, that it was, and that I ex- 
pected the money to be paid. Upon which, 
turning upon her heel, her Ladyſhip ſaid, | 
« If ſhe is impertinent, I will have her hifi 
ban -< 5 off the ſtage!” The man, unaccuſ- 
tomed to ſuch treatment, replied, © That 
continuing on the ſtage was a-matter of 
ce indifference to his miſtreſs; bur if ſhe 
* choſe to perform, it was not in her Lady- 
© ſhip's power to prevent it.” Having ſaid 
this, he left 'the houſe, as he oh there was 
no probability of 1 in his errand. 
He, however, had not got far, before a ſer- 
vant followed, and informed hips, that. the 
money ſhould be ſent: ſhortly. . 

But from that hour I never heard any | 
thing more of, or from her Ladyſhip, con- 
cerning the money. Indeed, I had not. the 
leaſt expectation of ever getting it again 
when I gave it her. Nor ſhould I have taken - 
the "note from her, had ſhe not forced it 
* wk me. Such a trifle, at that period, Was 

very little conſequence to me. And as 
reſentment never made me any long viſits, 
finding my heart an unfit receptacle, 1 
placed it to account with former favours, 
and thought no more about it. I was much | 
diſpleaſed with myſelf at having been hurt 
at a folly, of which her Ladyſhip had given 
ſo e Ace et I time and inclina- 
el don, 
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tion, 1 have room, here, to add a ſupple- 
ment. to thoſe remarks on the ſcarcity of 
be e which Doctor Francis's grateful 


con excited. —I ſhall, however, only re- 
fer you to them, and leave vou to make the 
application. And to ſhow how very differs 


end tne Lady's ſentiments had formerly been, 
1 ſend you the copy of a Letter I once rer 


ceived from her, and which bears this, fngu- 
lar addreſs; © To Mifs Bellamy in England.“ 
"As jt is much defaced by time *, there are 
ſeveral breaks in it, but it is given in its 
zreſent ſtate, and at the ſame time, ver bar 
| Hwa et "THeratim. {as 8 3 e eee 
Rec my wenn Miſs übe Lettey 
*-atLaſt: after her long filence, indeed, 


re Was "ay J ealous with you, but you make 


„ me amen's in Letting me hear from you 


* How, it gives me great Joy & all our 


et ogy, to hear that V D* mama and vou 
de Deareſt ſelf are in perfict Health to be 


ec ſure all y* Relations where fighting to ſee 


ce which of them ſhod have you firſt and 
ce congeſt with y=, 1 hope you are a mo 
te tird* of england, & that we ſhall ſoon 


. have your ſweet company in Ireland, where 

ut you will be heartily welcome, it gives me 
vaſt pleaſure. to hear you haves . A 

«© nt 9 over, my Lady— — — 


80 * The original isin the hands of the — $ 
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26 ter will be more 

de great Liklihood of it, for I belive Shred 
* can get know body to play with him is 

be doing all he can to get frinds «for 1 


1. %%% 
« To. be ſure I dont wonder at it, for you 


ee know her heart & ſoul was rapit up in his, 


.« as to hows bing the next heir I believe it 
cc will be how my Lord pleaſes, he is in ye 
« Country & my Lady is with us ſhe cant 
ec to her own houſe I belive ſhe will go 
« ftrait to england to Miſs Bour, I was very 
« unfortunate to be in the cgu,ty when our 
« Yaux Hall vas, if I was in Town 1 
ino d be thear & I belive I ſnoud be much 
s more delighted than at a publicker de- 
t vertion, I am quit alterd ſince I ſay. you, 


there is nothing I Love ſo. much as ſoli- 


* tude; 1 dont belive it was Mr. Paas 
« you read of at Bath. for he is hear an 


465 prey write-.me word when you ſaw or 
heard from Mr. Crump. s out 


« "Town this tow months paſt every 


in the Country, Dublin is y* ſtupites 


place. in the world I hope ye win- 
the I ſee know 


r I beliveShredian 
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* 


cc ſef to be ſure you have hread he is marrd 


z for firtain to Miſs Chamberlan à ſweet 


Papa & mama & Miſs Betty & Miſs 


3 Kittys fincer love and comp*®* toy? & V 
_ * mama y* Littel 'Huſband ſends you ten 

*. Thouſand kiſſes he whiſſes he had you hear 
e to give y® to you he ſays they vpn be 


ſwe 
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« fwve—————Lipes than on paper without 
© making- Comp“ he ſhakes me ſo 
J cant write—————Miſs Bellamy will 


« excuſe this 


ce J muſt bid a due & ſhall 
ce only ſay I am my D* your 
mo | 0 
® Dublin auguſt a4. 

I / 


«© M“ Juſſy begs Leave to give her comp 
© to you, & is rejoyes'd to hear your are 
well, ſhe is in a very bad ſtate of healht.“ 


Mr. Calcraft was now ſeverely afflicted with 
the gout in his head, which claimed all my 
attention. For notwithſtanding the contemp- 
tuous light I held him in, T could not be 
inſenſible to his pain on this occaſion. I 
have always found illneſs, as I have already 
_ obſerved, to endear even a perſon that is in- 
different, and almoſt a ſtranger to me. How 
much more then muſt it do ſo, when the 
object of my concern was conſtantly in my 
fight? He was unhappy if I did not put 

the bags with ſeeds to his eyes; which, he 
ſaid, no perſon could do but myſelf. In 


- ſhort, I attended him with the ſame afſiduity - | 


OI 
wile. 


and tenderneſs, as if I had been really his 
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As for my qualifications in the beguins 
profeffion; I have already told you what'my 
dear Miſs Conway uſed to ſay of them. There 


is certainly a great pleaſure attends the being 
both able and willing to adminiſter to the 


wants of our fellow- creatures. Mankind have 
a mutual claim upon each other for theſe acts 
of kindneſs, when indiſpoſition renders them 


| needful.—We know not how ſoon we may 
require ourſelves the —_ hand. 
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F 5 May 1017 
Bor this time Mr. Dody a gen- 
tleman juſtly admired for his private 


virtues, as well as his literary productions, 
offered Mr. Rich a tragedy called“ Cleone.“ 


* he ſituations in the piece were moſt affect- 


And the ſubject of it being a family 
diltreſß that pre-determined the public in its 
favour. - The ſucceſs of it depended entirely 
upon the heroine, which fell ro my lot. And 
this, as our company then ſtood, was a dou- 
ble recommendation; for Roſs and Smith 
exerted their talents much better under the 
 aufpices of Thalia, than of Melpomene. 

Mr. Garrick had declined the piece; but 
How what reaſon I could never gueſs. Mrs. 
Cibber had done the ſame. It, however, had 
merit. Demeſtic feelings ſtrike more to the 
heart, than thoſe of crowned heads. The 
language was ſimple, and I determined that , 


my performance of it ſhould ve the ſame. * 


It was an effort worth trying; as from its 


ovelty, 1 ſhould, at leaſt, have the merit 19 
1 being all my o wn. 


My attendance upon Mr. Callerath bad i in N 


3 my health, which made me wiſ to 
protract the performance. But I found that 
my attempts to put it off were conſidered 
only as . effect of caprice, | this 
5 S | F 5 | has 
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has * practiſed by many performers, i in 
order to enhance their value; but it was 4 
manceuvre I always deſpiſed. And I was fo 
much above being capable of ſuch an artful 
mode of proceeding, that I could not eyen 
bear the ſuppoſition of it, much leſs the im- 
putation. I therefore, although very unfit 
for the taſk, accorded to the Nite of the 
author in this 1 
All Mr. Dodſley's friends, who 1 were nu⸗ 
merous, attended the rehearſal of his piece; 
articularly the literati. Among theſe was 
8 Lyttelton ; who, notwithſtanding his 
great partiality for me, gave the author his 
opinion, that I had totally miſconceived the 
character. The public had been ſo accuſ- 
tomed to noiſe and violence in their mad 
Kage ladies, that it was ſuppoſed from. my 
manner, which was weakened by real indiſ- 
poſition, and prevented my rehearſing out, 
that the piece, which totally eee vp 
me, would not ſucceed. 

Among our viſitors at the laſt RET 
* upon which. occaſion the ſtage was much 
crowded, I was ſtruck with the ſight of Mr, 
Metham. As we had never met ſince our 
ſeparation, it is natural to ſuppoſe I did not 
g feel myſelf in the moſt agreeable ſituation. 
I own, that I ſincerely wiſhed myſelf ab- 
- ſent, or that there had not been ſuch a num- 
ber of ſpectators preſent to be witneſſes to 

Wat ark I knew him CREW of performing, 
Accord- 


* . 4 
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: According to my apprehenſions, he began 
by aſſuming the moſt ineffable effrontery, 
which was, if poſſible, ſuperior to that of 
Cibber, when, in the character of Lord Fop- 
pington, he approaches Amanda. 
Taking a pinch of ſnuff, in a careleſs 


manner, he walked up to me, with the moſt 


conſequential air, accompanied with a ſig- 
nificant non chalance, and wiſhed me joy; re- 
gretting that he had not had an opportunity 
of doing it before. He then told me F 
looked more angelic than ever. Having 
done this, he türbed to a erſon who was 


near him, ſaying, I certainly am the hap- 


ec pieſt being in the univerſe, in having 


en bleſt with the affection of two of the 


« firſt actreſſes, and moſt accompliſhed wo- 
«© men, in Europe.” Then, making a low 
bow, he retired. I never in my life received 


any compliments with leſs reliſh than thoſe 


laviſhed upon me at that time. They raiſed 


fuch a contrariety of emotions in my mind, 


that I was on the Point of leaving the re- 


 hearfal, and returning home, without any 


1 was ſo totally diſconcerted by this ad- 


4 | 1 95 that what had only been ſuppoſed | 


the author and his friends, was now 


cy 


| openly declared; and it would not admit of 
a doubt with them but that I had miſcon- 
ceived the part. When I came to repeat, 
% Thou halt not murder, Doctor Johnſon 
ae WE 00: caught 
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caught me by the arm, and that ſomewhat 


too briſkly, fine at the ſame time, * It is 
te a commandment, and muſt be ſpoken, 
Thou ſhalt not murder.“ As I had not then 
the honour of knowing perſonally that great 


genius, IL was not a little diſpleaſed at his 


#nforcing his inſtructions with ſo much vehe- 
8 

The ſcene I had juſt before gone chrouph 
with Metham, added to this not over polite 


behaviour of the Doctor's, ſo increaſed my in- 


* 
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_ diſpoſition, that I was adviſed not to appear 


the next day in ſo trying a part. But the 
public were not to be trifled with. As their 
favoured ſervant, I thought it my duty to do 
all in my power to deſerye that favour. The 
piece was accordingly advertiſed with my 
name in the bill, and I was determined to go 
on, let what would be the conſequence. I 
was likewiſe reſolved to play the character 


- agreeable to my own conception, though 


againſt the united opinion of all the literati. 

Upon my going to the theatre to- dreſs, 
Mr. Dodſley accoſted me with all the appre- 
henſions of an author for his darling bant- 


ling. He intimated to me, that all his 


friends, as well as himſelf, imagined I was 
not forcible enough in the mad ſcene. The 
Pain I was in from a bliſter, which my in- 
diſpoſition had rendered neceſſary, together 
with the anxiety naturally attendant on ap- 
Peauing in a new eee made me 9 

that 
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that good man with a petulance, which af- 
terwards gave me uneaſineſs. 1 told him, 
that Thad a reputation to loſe as an actreſs; 
| but, as for his piece, Mr. Garrick had. an- 
ticipated the damnation of it, publicly, the 
| | aging evening, at the Bedford Coffee- 

ouſe, where he had declared, that it could 
not paſs mutter, as it was the very worſt 
piece ever exhibited. Having ſaid this, I 
left him, not very. well pleaſed with me for 
my freedom. And he afterwards informed 
me, that he greatly regretted having choſe 
me for his heroine. 

The unaffected narvete, which 1 intended 
to adopt in the repreſentation, was accom- 
| panied by the ſame ſimplicity in my dreſs. 
This was perfectly nouvelle, as I had pre- 
ſumed to leave off that unwieldy part of a 
lady's habiliments, called a hoop. A de- 
coration which, at that period, profeſſed 
nuns appeared in; as well as with Fe m 
their hair. 

Novelty has charms es cannot be re- 
| Liſted. And I ſucceeded. in both points be- 
yond my moſt fanguine hopes. Indeed: the 
applauſe was repeated ſo often, when 1 
. ſeemingly died, that I ſcarcely knew, or even 
could believe, that it was the effect of ap- 
probation. But, upon hearing the ſame voice 
which had inſtructed me in the command- 
ment, exclaim aloud. from the pit, I willi 


write a 29, raft * en ber e of 
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knew that my ſucceſs was inſured, and that 
« Cleoneꝰ bid fair to run a race with any of 
the modern productions. 

The repetition of this circumſtance, 1 
own, ſavours of egotiſm; but when it is con- 
fidered, that the involuntary praiſe of one of 
the firſt geniuſes in the world muſt excite 
the moſt flattering ſenſations in every mind 
deſirous of meriting the approbation of the 
ſenſible, I hope 1 ſhall ſtand excuſed for not 
paſling it over in ſilence. When ! appeared 
to ſpeak the epilogue, I had leifure to prac- 
tiſe all the curteſies taught me by my dan- 
cing-maſlter over and over again; fo favour- 
able was the reception I met with from the 
audience. 

I was fo greatly fati gued when 1 got hows: | 
at! was not able to go to Mr. Calcraft's 
apartment. Having heard from Doctor 
Francis the public opinion that was enter- 
tained at the Rehearſal, and my indiſpofi- 
tion giving him likewiſe not much room to 
expect I ſhould be ſucceſsful, he conſidered 
this want of my uſual attention as a ſign of 
chagrin at. my diſappointment. His impa- 
tience to be ſatisfied of the cauſe made him 

run the hazard of a relapſe. For notwith- 
ſtanding our apartments were as far diſtane 
from each other as Channel-row from Par- 
Hament-ſtreet, and through a long paſſage, 


he would come himſelf to know the fate of 


. — I had juſt faintly anſwered his 
1% | | — 
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enquiry, by ſaying, Well enough!” when 
in ran the Doctor, almoſt breathleſs, and 
crying out, O Calcraft! it is beyond de- 
ce ſcription. I have haſtened, as faſt as I 
ce cquld, wiſhing to be firſt to acquaint you 
« of the uncommon applauſe, and deferyed 
te ſucceſs ſhe has met with.” Tos 
The next day I was congratulated upon ny 
| Locke. by all thoſe who frequented our houſe. 
Among this number were Lord Lyttelton, 
and Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. The 
former expreſſed his congratulations in the 
_ warmeſt terms, declaring, at the ſame time, 
that he was happy that his conjecture had 
not taken place. I then went up to Sir 
Charles, and aſked him if he thought that 
violent madneſs would have had the deſired 
effect? Without making me any anſwer, he 
ſtared wildly upon me, and appeared to be 
going to lay hold of me. Lord Lyttelton, 
' obſerving this, pulled me away. And Mr. 
Harris, wha was fitting beſide his friend Sir 
Charles, on the ſofa, held him _ whilſt 
I made my eſcape. from his fury. For he 
| ſnatched up a knife, which lay upon the ta · 
ble with the breakfaſt equipage, and vowed 
he. would find mie out, and murder me. 
This circumſtance appeared the more 
ſtrange, as, till then, Sir Charles had ſhewn 
no ſigns of inſanity. And even ſo lately aa 
his entering the room, he had honoured me 
with the * compliments on my per. 
7 TS 5 formance, 
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formance. He ſurvived but a few days; 
and, ſtrange to tell, to the laſt moment of 
his life perſiſted in wiſhing to deſtroy me. 
The ſymptoms and effects of madneſs are 
not to be accounted for, nor do they convey 
any. cenſure; elſe this ſeeming. inveteracy 
towards me would have made me unhappy. 
But as he had always profeſſed the greateſt 
regard for me, till the inſtant his inſanity 
became apparent, the ill. will he ſhewed Sages 
only be the effect of his diſordered mind. 
The uncommon run of Cleone” took up 
a great part of my time. It would have con- 
tinued much longer, had my health permit- 
ted me to perform; for, to make uſe of the 
theatrical phraſe, I never ſaved myſelf, but 
often ſuffered my feelings to poſſeſs me fo 
entirely, as that they deprived me of the 
power of voice, notwithſtanding it was al- 
| lowed to be extenſive. Mrs. Cibber ſaid, 
upon this occaſion, that 1 pranced my gal- 
loping nags too faſt; for I went beyond the 
pPoſt, and conſequently was jockeyed. I re- 
ceived a letter of gratulation upon my ſuc- 
| ceſs. from Mrs. Clive. This lady poſſeſſed 
good- nature to an eminent degree, and was 
glad to have an opportunity of beſtowing 
her quantum of praiſe. It was the more flat- | 
tering to me, as her E could never be f 
doubted-. 3 . 11 30:5 + At: . 
My time was at this 8 Press ; 45 L 
| beſides + * letters I had to copy, I had cor 1 
382 , Teſpon- 
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reſpondents in all parts of the world, the 
military being upon expeditions in Europe, | 
Aſia, Africa, and America. I had likewiſe fair 
correſpondents upon the continent, as well as 
in Ireland and Scotland. And what added to 
the fatigue of my other avocations was, that 
Mr. Cafcraft having been ordered to Bath, in 


hopes of fixing the gout in the extremitics, I 


had all his private letters to look into, and to 
write him the ſubſtance of them every night. 
With his returning health, returned my 


diſguſt. For, though humanity induced me 


to do every thing in my power to aſſiſt him 


during his illneſs; he was more indebted to 


the natural tenderneſs of my diſpoſition for 
it, than to any predilection in his favour. 


And I formed a reſolution to inſiſt, as ſoon. 


as he returned from Bath, upon his publicly 
marrying me, and paying all my debts. 
What made me more anxious than ever 
for the accompliſhment of the latter, was 
the following circumſtance: the ſpring be- 
fore, hearing repeated complaints from the 
army in Germatiy, that the ſhirts of the com- 
mon ſoldiers came unſewed the - firſt time 
they were waſhed, and that their ſhoes and- 


ſtockings were made in as bad a manner; my 
philanthropy prompted me to endeavour to 
remedy this impoſition on the poor fellows... 


F accordingly made enquiry into the 1 1 J 

and finding that an addition of a Jenny? for 
hal pence pur. 

$5 FE pair 
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pair in the ſhoes, and in the ſtockings, would 
be of more than proportionable advantage 
to them, I agreed with the contractor, who 
- was a relation of Fanning, Mr. Fox's gentle- 
man, to allow him that additional price for 
all that were ſent to Germany, to the regi- 
ments Mr. Calcraft was agent to. In confe- 
quence of which, in the courſe of eight 
months, he brought me in debtor to the 
amount of nine hundred pounds, | 
Lord Granby, upon his return from Ger- 
many that winter, gave me, beſides my be- 
nefit ticket, an additional hundred pounds, 
and Mr. Fox another, which was all the 
cemolument I received for ſo public - ſpirited 
an action, except indeed the honour of the 
centinels in the Park reſting to me as I paſled 
through it. The death of Lady Granby, 
which was occaſioned by her fears for his 
Lordſhip, - -whilſt ſhe lay in, as he was reported 
to have been killed, I felt very ſeverely, as 
wet upon my own account, as my Lord's, a 
who doated upon her. 
But my ſorrow was greatly. augmented 
from hearing that the report of the Marquis's 
death had ariſen from the death of 2 
Downe, who was ſhot as he ſtood centry at 
the door of the Engliſh General's tent. Im- 
pelled by his natural bravery, or rather by 
an unaccountable fatality, he went out as a 
volunteer to the army in Germany. And, 
notwithſtanding his noble birth and great 
. | fortune, 
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Fortune, led by ſome unknown Wain, he 


inſiſted on doing d Ley as one of the privates. 
The Marquis had Juſt ſent him out his din- 
ner ; which he-was dividing with his com- 
rade, when a cannon ball ſhot him dead upon 
the ſpot. By this fatal blow was the world 
deprived of one of its greateſt ornaments, 
and myſelf of the only admirer that ever 
really loved me. As the untimely fall of that 
worthy nobleman never occurs to my mind 
without excitin a ſigh, permit me here to 
beſtow one on | en 5 
2 „ ry 6. a. B. 
| 1 — —— 
In ry T T 'F R LXV. ; 4 
| May 18, 1 
HEN the 1 of Granby re- 
b turned to England, he came to 
e e as he could not enter the 
\ lace. of reſidence from whence his better 
Half had departed; and, can you believe it, 
he made me his caſß- keaper; which Mr. Fox 
5 humourouſiy compared to the lame leading 
the blind. His Lordſhip's generoſity, how- 
ever, greatly exceeding his purſe, I was 
ſoon obliged. to reſign my His 
Wants could not have been ſupplied, fuch 
| Been liberality of his heart, even. by the 
Exchequer itſelf. _ 
"Colonel Burton, the buſhand of my. late 
: much valued friend, Miſs St. Leger, was ſtill 
in re ad, Pult J vs een 
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that he bad d broken his heart he the loſs. of 


her, I received a letter from him, requeſting 
that I would ſend over to him a repeater, and 
ſome other faſhionable preſents, as he had 
fallen in love with a Squaw, whom he admired 
notwithſtanding her complexion. I ſent the 
things, and at the ſame time rallied him upon 
his inconſtancy and taſte. For by the word 
Squaw, . he had taken a black 
to his arms. I was the more readily led: to 
this concluſion, by knowing that he was te — 
markably averſe fo fair women 
But what was my ſurprize to hear en 
wards, that the Colonel had. married a 
daughter of Apollo, whoſe locks were as 
red, as thoſe. of her father are deſcribed; to 
be! I have often heard that the taſte alters 
in a certain number of years; and that men 
ſometimes contract a habit of liking what 
before they diſliked. But I ſcarcely ever 
knew an inſtance; except this, where ſuch 


aà ſeeming invincible averſion to any parti- 
Cular complexion, was to be ſo. any over- 
come. This convinces me, that there 10 . 
ſome foundation for the belief, that mar- 
riages are made in Heaven, as the good old 
folks expreſs themſelves; elſe, this gentleman 
would have remained ſingle, rather than have 


choſen a partner of ſuch a hue, after having 


been bleſt with the elegant and accompliſhed | 


Woman he had been. 
On the evening of "ay benefit, Mir. For, 


having 


, r r . CAT to dat 1 as os 
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having been detained by the Duke of Cum- 
berland, happened to be late at the theatre. 
Lady 2aroline cane early ; and there being 
a great crowd, he told the door-keeper he 
had forgot his ticket, but that was imma- 
terial, he ſaid, as it was his benefit. He then, 
laughing, ordered the box-keeper to open 
the door of his lady's box. A malignant 
writer, who wanted to have his filence pur- 
chaſed, took occaſion from this ſally, as well 
as from the reports Mrs. Woffington had pro- 
pagated in my disfavour, to inſert in one of 
his publications that I was the great Captain 5 

Captain; and that no commiſſion or place 
Was diſpoſed of in that department, but. 
through my recommendation. 

This ſarcaſm greatly affected me. Al- 
though I was conſcious there was no fouti- x 
dation for the report, as I had never requeſted 
an improper favour of Mr. Fox; yet as he 
was conſtantly at our houſe, which it was 
impoſſible to avoid, or even to attempt put- 
ting a ſtop to, it created an uneaſineſs in my 
boſom not to be deſcribed. This aroſe 
chiefly from the apprehenſion that the reflec- 
tion which had been thrown on us ſhould 
injure me, if but for a moment, in the opi- 
nion of a lady, who was an honour to her 
ſex, and who was beſides one of the warmeſt 

of my patroneſſes. I mentioned the eir- 
cumſtance to Mr. Fox, who laughed at my 
fears, He aſſured * that his lady was 105 
| 4 only 
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only too confident in bis affection to harbour 
ſuch a doubt, but that ſhe had too good 


an opinion of y rectitude, as ſhe really 
thought me married, to regard what a hire- 


lng fcribler ſhould write, But notwith- 


ſtandin theſe aſſurances, I could perceive, 
that after the publication of the piece of 
ſcandal juſt mentioned, Lady Caroline never 
received me with that cordiatity ſhe had ho- 
noured me with before. 

T have in a former letter beſtowed: my 
cenſure on thoſe who wantonly rob. others 
of their good name.—You muſt juſt permit 
me to add, that the indecent lengths to which 
perſonal reflections are carried in ſome pub- 
lications, is deſerving of the ſevereſt rep o- 
bation.—A character is often mangled; 3 7 

the fair fame of the devoted prey ie, 
* 1 hp aſſertions, and the moſt 


„ 


and nb of an individual or a Parr 
is beneath conſideration, —And for this 
there appears to be no redreſs, An appli-_ 
cation/to the courts of law is e xpenlive and 
uncertain. The guarded els Ton Md with 
en the refleRtionis are 2 * 

5 e 


* 
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they are worded ſo as net to be miſinterpret- 


ed, renders ſuch a reference hazardous; 
and inſtead of extinguiſfiing, it only adds 


fuel to the fire.— A ſilent contempt- is all 
that a perſon thus aggrieved has for it. A 
conſciouſneſs of innocence will be their only 


ſupport ; and though it is extremely hard 


to be obliged to put up with undeſerved im- 
putations, thoſe are the only ſhields to repel 


the envenomed darts. 


But to proceed, had it not been fox this 


diſagreeable incident, I ſhould have been 


the completeſt female quidnunc that ever 
peared in petticoats. To give as little room 

as poſſible to the cenſures ariſing from m 

| bei 8 ſo much with Mr. Fox, I excuſed my- 
ſe] 


a political junto met every week.. Theſe 
conſiſted of the Duke of Cumberland, o- 


om going as uſual to Hollwood, where 


caſionally, but conſtantly the Dukes of Bed- 


ford and Marlborough, Lord Ducie Mor- 
ton, Mr. Fox, Mr. Charles Towoſend, &. 
&c. &c.; where the national concerns were 


talked over, and in which, but for the reſolu- 


tion IJ had taken, I might have acquired a 
| knowledge beyond moſt other women. 


My ſtaying in town was, however, pro- 


ductive of one good conſequence. For by 

being there, I was the means of ſaving Mr. 

Calcraft from ruin, and many individuals © 
from irreparable loſs or the greateſt incon- 

venience. A * Nr were gone down 
| to 


14 


8 
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to Hollwood; and my determination ſtill con- 
* "*ginuing in force, I ſtayed almoſt alone in 
| town, all the ſervants being there, to aſſiſt 
at the gala, except the porter, and my own 
coachman and poſtilion ; and the two latter 
lay at the ſtables in King-ſtreet. As it was 
Sunday the clerks likewiſe were abſent. . 
Being thus nearly alone in Parliament- 
ſtreet, I was greatly alarmed on Sunday morn- 
ing, at ſeeing my woman by my bed-ſide, 
the true picture of deſpair. She put me in 
mind of that ſtriking deſcription of Shakſ- 
pere in his ſecond part of Henry the tb. 
* «« Even ſuch a wretch, ſo faint, ſo ſpiritleſs, 
4 80 dull, ſo dead in look, ſo woe-be- gone, | 
Drew Priam's curtain in the dead of night, - + 
«© And would have told him half his Troy was burn d. IM +: 
It was in vain for me to inquire the oc- 
caſion of ſuch an early viſit ; the poor fright- 
ened creature had loſt the power of utter- 
ance. I was, however, ſoon made acquaint- 
ed with the cauſe, by the repeated cry of 


Fire, which I heard in the ſtreets. 

I no ſooner heard the alarm, than I leap- 
ed out of bed, and with only an under-pet- 
ticoat, and flippers on, for in my fright 1 
had thrown off my night-cap, I ran down 
stairs. When I got into the hall, I was in- 

formed that the fire had broke out at a baker's 

incChannel- row, on one ſide of which was a coal 

_ - and wood ſhop, and on the other lived a re- 


— 
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tailer of - 3 liquors; both of which 
would have added fuel to che houſe already 
in. flames. 

As the fir was directly; oppoſite to the 
offices, where were lodged the accounts of 
ſo many perſons; and as theſe were only 
divided by flight partitions, ſo that if the 
conflagration reached one, they muſt all be 
deſtroyed; my apprehenſions were inexpreſ- 
ſible. The flames now raged with great vio- 
lence; and the wind. directing them towards 
our houſe, it was expected they would com- 
municate to it in a feẽ minutes. Providen- 
tially it occurred to me, to order a glazier, 
who was come to aſſiſt, ro break in the 
frames of the windows, not only of our 
+ Houſe, but of the three adjacent ones, the 
ö families of which were not in town. 

I. then ſent for all the chairmen that could 
; 2 got, who conveyed the books, the firſt 
obj = of my care, down to the pay- office. 
We then broke open the deſks, in which 
there happened to be only caſh ſufficient for 
the exigencies of the next morning till the 
bankers could be drawn upon. In a ſhort 
time the houſe was as crouded as a fair; 
there being ſuch a number of perſons that 
either, from their own claims, or their con- 
nections, were in ſome ſhape or other in- 
tereſted. The porter had diſpatched my 
coachman to Hollwood, -with..the 7 A 
intelligence. In the mean time I upd 
a I could, and preſerved every 
i Ul, 8 dhing 
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thing 1 in the offices, The fire, at length, was 
Happily got under, without reaching our ide 
of the way. 

When I was about to retire, Colonel Honey- 
wood expreſſed his apprehenſions of my get- 
ting cold. And this was the firſt moment 
that I recollected my ſituation. I now found 


that I had continued for four hours, in the 


fame ſtate as I had leaped frightened from 
my bed, in the midſt of upwards of a hun- 
_ dred ſpeRtators, many of whom were Lords 


and Commoners who were come to my aſſiſt- 


ance upon the unfortunate occaſion. 
I had ſcarcely got my clothes on, when 1 
heard Mr. Calcraft's voice, raving like a 


bedlamite, that he was ruined and undone. 


But upon his being informed of the care I 
had taken to preſerve every thing, and my 


ſucceſs in doing ſo, I was once more his 


dear Preſerver ; and he loaded me with praiſes, 
Which he thought would prove the beſt re- 
Ward he could beſtow on fo diſintereſted a 

mind as mine. And tho' I was at that time 
labouring under the greateſt difficulties with 


regard to pecuniary matters, I wWas above ; 


claiming any other. 
Being much preſſed for ſome en I 


endeavoured to raiſe them of one of the ſons 


of Iſrael, and, to my future ſorrow, fucceed- 


ed. Mr. Furtado, of Cornhill, found a gen- 


tleman by name Morris, who purchaſed an- 


nuities for a Mr, Davy, a ſilk-throwſter, in 


— 
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Spital- fields. This gentleman advanced me 
five hundred pounds, on condition of my 


paying him one hundred pounds a year for 


my lite, out of the hundred and twenty Mr. 


Calcraft had fettled on me. But as there 


could not be a line drawn in the deed to 
make it a real ſale, he gave me a written 
paper, wherein I was permitted at any time to 
redeem it, on repayment of the money, with 

an additional fifty 1 by way of pre· A 


mium. 


About this period I was honoured with a | 
viſit from my Watford relation, Mr. Craw- 
ford. His viſit, he told me, was occaſioned 
by his being in great want of four hundred 
pounds, for three months, to make up a 
ſum for a purchaſe he had entered i into an | 
r fer. | 
I had borrowed the five W bond 5 

by means of the Jew, in order to repay Mr. 

Sparks part of the ſum I have mentioned that 
he lent me. And as he did not come to claim 
my. promiſe, I made myſelf eaſy; as it was 
ready. I therefore informed Mr. Crawford 
that I could aſſiſt him with one-half in mo- 
ney, and would let him have a pair of dia- 
mond undreſs car-rings, on which he night 
_ eaſily raiſe the remainder. ' He expreſſed 
himſelf. much . obliged to me, took the 
money and ear-rings, and giving me his note 


. * rl why 2 in three . 
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months, went away with a promiſe. of: re- 
turning punctually at the tim. 

lle came indeed moſt punctually when 
the note became due; but it was to acquaint 
me that he could not pay me. He ſaid, if I 
Wanted my ear-rings, Mr. Smith of the Ex- 
139 chequer would advance money ſufficient for 
the redemption of them, upon our joint | 
bond. As Lentertained-no doubt of the man's 
honeſty or of his capability, as his buſineſs 


4 _ was ſaid to be great, and his fortune a good 


one, I made no objection to the propoſal. 
Upon which he er a bond ready ex- 

ne by himſelf, which 1 immediately 
ned. Anis being 2 branch of ſcience in 

ich I was not verſed, I only juſt caſt my 

i os: caſually over it, without reading the 

contents, ſuppoſing that all was right and 


flair. He then went away, and was to re- 


corn with the ear- rings immediately. 
I bluſh- when I recollect my ces on 
ihis' "occaſion. But I was then unhackney- 
ed in the villainies of mankind, and, con- 
ſcious of my own integrity, ſuſpected not 
the want it in others —I was likewiſe, 
as the whole of my conduct ſufficiently 
 evinces, curſed with a total diſregard: for that 
which is generally eſteemed the greateſt 
bleſfhing—1 have learnt, however, ſince, from 
_ kad” Experience, that if wealth is not the 
* valet! good,” 1 a ze evil. 


neckes, 


* * 
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a Wich genius — An attention to the 

common e of life ſeems to be natu- 

rally diſguſtful to the ſcientifio mind And 

therefore the ſons and daughters of genius, 

ſo often, * no revenue have, but their 1 

ſpicte en feed and cloath them.! 

Happening to be particularly ghd 

for che remainder of the day, I thought no 

more of my couſin or my ear-rings, rill the 

next morning. And even then, when they 

occurred to my recollection, I ſuppoſed. 

that he had not been able to meet with Mr. 

Smith, or by ſome diſappointment or other 

was prevented from calſing; and 1 remained 

5 2 eaſy. But in a few s after, 

having occaſion for my ear-rings, I ſent to 

his chambers for them; when I was. arouſed 

from my confidential ſtupor, by the inform- 

ation I received; which was, that the gen- 

tleman had moved himſelf off to France, his 

affaits being in a deſperate ſituation, and 

| that he had taken all his friends in, to main- 

| tain himſelf and his family during his exile, 

| And what was doubly mortifying and in- 
convenient to me was, that when the bond 
| was preſented for payment by Mr. Smith, it 

= peared. to be for 7wo hundred pounds in- 

l ſtead of one hundred, the ſum 1 ſuppoſed: it 5 

' 10 have been given for. 1 

> Being about to enter upon another 5 i 

and, JO to give. you an nen * 

0 3 2 
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_ tranſaction, which whilſt it was upon the ta- 
pis, made a great noiſe in the world, let me 
premiſe, that not a ſingle circumſtance ſhall 

be related, but what I was either a perſonal 
| witneſs to, or from my own knowledge can 
_ affirm the truth of. This aſſurance I am per- 
fuaded will repreſs the fainteſt ſuſpicion in 
your mind of the credibility of my account, 
notwithſtanding it-ſhould claſh with the re- 
preſentation of * W or EPA 
pique. 1 


* E T % E R ILXVI. 

May. 26, 17 
i HAD now rendered myſelf ſo uſeful 
1 to Mr. Fox, not only by copying his 
letters, but by my conſtant attendance in the 
Houſe of Commons, during the ſeſſions, my 
retentive faculties being almoſt as extraordi- 


* nary as his own, that he began to be diſ- 


pleaſed, at my not going to Hollwood as 
uſfual. He was alſo more particular de- 
ſirous of it at this time, as he wiſhed, if poſ- 
fible,. to fix that weather- cock, Charles 
Townſhend, with whom I was a great fa- 
vourite. I *kis alone induced me to break 


; o through the refolution I had formed, and 


more frequently to make one in the parties. 
When wy oth to © Pl, I 110 . 
an 


S 
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and as ns Mts woman but myſelf was per- 
mitted to be there upon thoſe occaſions, my 
fituation was not the moſt agreeable. | 

During the leiſure hours this afforded me, 
I had time to indulge my reflections. And 
theſe reflections informed me, that I was mi- 
ſerable. But why I was fo I knew not. I 
languiſhed for happineſs, without being able 
to diſtinguiſh what road J was to take in the 
purſuit of i it. The thoughts of my numerous 
debts was not the reaſon of this dejection, as 
I was well aſſured, that upon my being reſo- 
| Jute, Mr, Calcraft would pay them. Nor was 
my ſituation with regard to him the bane of 
my tranquillity. For as every body ſuppoſed 
me married, or at leaſt all ſuch as I wiſhed to- 
do ſo, and I looked upon it as an event which. 
was certainly to happen, that gave me very 
little anxiety.” | 
A depreſſion of ſpirits which I could not 
account for, Sed my mind. And in 
theſe fits of melancholy I would indulge 
my tears for hours together. At length I 
imputed it to the unwearied attention T was 
obliged to beſtow on the different employ- 
ments I was engaged in. I therefore re- 
ſolved to accept an invitation I had received. 
from Mrs. Child; who, with her huſband, 
Was ſettled at Bruſſels; and occaſionally went 
to Cologn. And as I had never been able to 
| fulfil ny | wap of paying. : a viſit to Vol- 
NY G4 taires 
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_ raire, I intended, the approaching mer, 
to accompliſh both. i 
But two events prevented me from carry- 
ing my deſign into execution. The firſt in- 
deed did not immediately concern me; but 
as it was productive of great diſtreſs both to 
the family of the Secretary of War, and our 
own, I ſhared in the uneaſineſs it occaſioned. 
As the public have been greatly miſled with 
regard to the affair, and various reports 
have been propagated. which had not the 
leaſt foundation in truth, I will repeat the 
circumſtances to you, agreeable to my pro- 
miſe at the concluſion of my laſt letter, as 
they really happened. 
Mr. Fox being upon a viſe: to his brother, 
. Lord Ilcheſter, Mr. Calcraft called at Hol- 
land-houſe, according to his uſual cuſtom, 
to enquire, before he wrote to his patron, 
whether there were any letters for him, or 
any other buſineſs to inform him of. One 
day as he called, he found Fanning, whom 
Mr. Fox had now made his ſteward, in con- 
verſation with a man who had the appear- 
. ance of a farmer. Juſt as Mr. Calcraft en- 
tered, he heard: Fanning ſay, « J am ſure it 
&« is not my maſter's hand. But here comes 
_ « a gentleman who can inform you better 
de than I can.” Saying this, he delivered 
into Mr. Calcraft's hand a leaſe. When Mr. 
Calcraft had looked over it, he declared 
phat. the ſignature 125 not Mr. Fox's. 
Be © Nor,” 


re Nor,” 2 be, « can es be Fed a 
et leaſe really exiſting. For the late Mrs. 
Horner diſcharged SAylite from her ſer- 
4 vice, upon account of his having married © 
« a-perſon-ſhe did not approve of; and1it is 
r not to. be ſuppoſed ſhe would grant him a 
cc leaſe for the life of himſelf, his ſon, and 5 
« that very wife, for the imprudent clioice x 
& of whom ſhe had diſmiſſed him.“ 
The farmer no ſooner heard this; than ** 
exclaimed, ee Then Fam undone! the vil- 
c lain has robbed me of what I had ſaved 
ec for my daughters“ portions?” Upon a 
further inveſtigation of the affair, Mr. Cal- 
craft found that the leaſe given to the farmer 
had been forged, purpoſely to raiſe money 
5 vpon. Mr. Fox had made this Ayliffe a rid- 
ing commiſſary. The income ariſing from 
this employment was alone more than ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport ſuch a family as his; but he 
had, in addition to it, adopted the profeſſion 
of buying eſtates. As he was ſuppoſed to be 
a good judge of the value of land, Mr. Cal- 
craft had impowered him to purchaſe for 
him eſtates in Dorſetſhire. And Ayliffe had 
already received the ſum of eleven thouſand 
pounds from him for that purpoſe : Elſe, 
in all probability, he would have continued 
his depredations for ſome time longer 
But my good gentleman no ſooner diſco- 
vered by this accident what Ayliffe had been 
at, than, ever anxious for his own intereſt, he 
Wo „ „ 
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immediately ſet out in purſuit of him. He 
found him at Saliſbury ; where, under pretext 
of the forgery, he had him taken by proper 
perſons into cuſtody. This had the deſired 
effect. In the firſt emotions of his terror, he 
refunded the whole of the eleven thouſand 
pounds. Mr. Calcraft had him then imme- 
diately ſecured . by Juſtice Fielding's men, 
who had come in purſuit of him, in conſe- 
quence of an application from the farmer. 
They clapped a pair of handcuffs on him, and 
brought Fon to town. When he was com- 
mitted, an expreſs was ſent off to Mr. Fox, 
who ſtill continued at Lord Ilcheſter's, to in- 
form him of the tranſaction. And I can take 
upon me to affirm, that the u knowledge 
that gentleman had of it was, after Ayliffe 
ſtood committed for trial. Mr. Fox was un- 
juſtly cenſured upon this occaſion, as indeed 
ke was upon many others, where his Commis 
had all the emo/uments, and he all the odium. 
The unhappy man, ſolicitous for life, ſent 
his wife to me, after his conviction, to in- 
treat that I would uſe my intereſt in his fa- 


vour with his injured maſter, and requeſt of 


him, that he would apply to his Majeſty to 
extend his mercy towards him. At the ſame 


time he wrote to Mr. Fox, who was now in 


town, and whom 1 perceived to be greatly 


ſmocked at the affair. In his letter, he re- 


gqueſted that gentleman s forgiveneſs; and 
= acknowledging Amel the moſt eur | 
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of men, ennie that if he would but ſave 
kim from his merited ſentence, his whole life 
ſhould be employed in endeavouring to de- 
ſerve the mercy,. and to atone for the enot- 
mities he had been guilty of. | 
But the De fame Boten, he wrote to Mr. 
Pitt, who was then miniſter, to inform him, 
that if he would reſcue him from his ap- 
proaching fate, he would difcover ſuch: ini- 
Juitous practices of his late employer, as 
ſhould fully repay the faving him. Mr. Pitt, 
with a liberality of ſentiment which does- 
| honour to his: memory, ſent the wretch's let- 
ter immediately to Mr. Fox. That gentle- 
man received it as he was preparing to go 
w court on purpoſe to ſolicit the priſoner's- 
Pardon But this diſcovery. of his baſeneſs 
now rendered it impoſſible; as ſuch an ap- 
plication would have carried with it a decla- 
ration of his being in the villain's power, 
and that he was apprehenſive of his putting 
his threats into execution. No interceſſion- 
was of courſe made for him, and he fuffered: 
the due reward of his crimes: 
Thus did this wretched being fall a vic 
tim to his unparalleled aac and du- 
plicity. And by hint was the beſt of maſ- 
ters repaid for alk his 1 in the ſame” 
manner as he was: by the generality ef his- 
dependents.. To: wind up t! 0 ſtory, 
I Þ muſt add, that poor Fanning; who wasthe: 
innocent : cauſe of * the affair to light. 
. was 
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was deptived of ſenſe and life in conſequence. 
ol it. — I need not inform you, that a very 
different turn has been given to the forego- 
ing incident by Mr. Fox's enemies. Preju- 


dice and enmity have painted his conduẽt 


upon the occaſion in the blackeſt light. But 
the good man, armed with that ſtron geſt 
6 of breaſt-plates; a heart untainted,” "fer 
the ſhafts of calumny at defiance, 
As I was now in a fituation, which pre- | 
yented my being able to travel, it was im- 
practicable for me to take my intended trip 
to the Continent. I was therefore obliged to 
make a virtue of neceſſity, and content my- 
ſelf as well as I could at home. I had uſually 
three or four ladies with me, beſides birds 
of paſſage, the great people not making their 
parties in ſummer. On the fourth of Sep- 
tember I: was taken ill, and before Br. 
Hunter could come from London, Ewas, by 
the help of a country midwife,” brought to 
bed ofa a ſon, - which Mr. Fox named after Z 
" hieaſelf, Henry Fox Carr. 
| I had lain in about four or fins . and 
was infinitely better than could be expected, 
when my. gentleman favoured me with a 
viſit, to inform me that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Davy, deſiring payment of the 
annuity. As I had never aſked Mr. Calcraft 
for a ſhilling upon. it, he entertained great 
hopes that it had been quite obliterated. 
. * much N with his ſpeaking to 


= 


„ A. IAT. 
me on pecuniary ſubjects at ſo improper a 
time, I defired that he would immediately 
quit the room, pay the money, and fulfil his 
contract. The latter, I aſſured him, I would 
inſiſt upon his doing, as ſoon as ever I was 
able to leave my apartment; for 1 was not 
unacquainted with the deception he had 
practiſed upon me, relative to his patron's 
diſapprobation of his marrying me, as well 
as with his having impoſed upon him alſo. 
Struck with this reproach, he haſtily quitted 
me, muttering, as he went, ſomething about 
„ 7 7 oo STILLER 
When he was gone, I complained to a. 
lady, who was upon a viſit to me, and who 
_ profeſſed herſelf my friend, of Mr. Calcraft's 
brutality, in troubling me about ſuch a trifle, _ 
at ſo critical a juncture; when I had not 
only ſpent all that I got at the theatre in en- 
tertaining his company, and ſupplying his 
brother and ſiſter, but had likewiſe involved 
myſelf in debt for that purpoſe. Beſides 
which, I had made it my ſtudy to ſerve him 
in his profeſſion, and had done it fo effec- 
tually, that to me he was indebted for the 
preſent extenſive ſtate. of his buſineſs, My 
friendly intimate obſerving that I was more 
empaſſioned than uſual; and having. private 
reaſons for wiſhing me removed from mx 
preſent: ſituation, either by death or reſent- 
ment; ſhe took an opportunity ſo favour- 
able to her wiſhes, to inform me, that the 
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man whom I looked upon as my huſband, 


neither was, nor, in all probability, would 


ever be ſo; as he had been married ſome 


Fears before he knew me, to a young woman 
gat Grantham, who then, reſided with an aunt 


of his, named Moore. 
Struck with inſtant madneſs by ſack un- 
expected information, I Ieaped out of bed, 


in order to find the cruel impoſtor, and re- 
venge myſelf upon him. But before I could 


reach the ee”, I fell down ſenfeleſs, and to 
all appearance dead. Nurſe Carter, who 


had lived with me many years, and had bred: 
up all my children, aſſiſted by the lady that 


; ty reduced me to this. condition, replaced 
| me in my bed. 


When I recovered. my henley. 1 was in- 


fuch er Þ pain, particularly in my 


fide,. that I co not ſpeak. I had no- 


| breath but what I:gaſped for. A meſſenger 


was immediately diſpatched for Mr. Adair,. 


and Dr. Hunter. At firſt it was concluded 


by thoſe gentlemen, that my illneſs was 
eccaſioned by the ignorance of the wo- 
man who laid me. But they were aſſured 


by the nurſes that it could not ariſe in any 


ſhape from her fault, as I had been fo un- 


commonly well, even at that early period, 


as to permit them. to leave me, whilſt a "id 


who was upon a viſit, and I entertained: 
ourſelves in converfation: together. This 


5 was the account which. my nurſes gave the 


phyLcal 
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phyſical gentlemen; as they were as ignorant 
of the real cauſe of my illneſs, as the latter 
were themſelves. Even Mr. Adair, the friend 
I confided in, knew nothing of the tranſac- 
tion, my delirium being ſuch that I could 
not inform him. In the violence of my rage 
J attempted to deſtroy poor good Carter, 
who wiſhed to prevent me hum deſtroying 
her maſter and myſelf. . Happy. had the 
moment been in which I heard the fatal in- 
telligence, had I really been deprived of a 
wretched life ! 

Mr. Calcraft was now deadly frantic. And 

my illneſs increaſing, it baffled all the ſkit 
of the learned ſons of Aiſculapws ; ſo that 
every night was propheſied to be my laſt. 
I had no reſpiration but when a vein was 
opened. Had I laid down in bed, I ſhould 
have been ſuffocated. - I was therefore ob- 
liged to reſt upon the ſhoulder of each nurſe 
alternately, Mr. Adair's care of me was 
unremitted. And though his numerous pa- 
f tients claimed his attendance every day in 
= town, he returned every evening to Holl- 
5 wood, in order to give me what relief he. 
1 could; for the tortures I endured were in- 
expreſſibleQ. a 
- After ſuffering, for Groen weeks, more 
than human nature could be ſuppoſed able 
to ſuſtain; arid having had recourſe: to al- 
molt every remedy in the materia 2 wy 
| cat 
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death warrant w 

for one o'clock the next morning. An hour 
that 1 ardently wiſhed for; but which, at 
the ſame time, made me anxious to ſee a 
Feen from London before its arrival. 
The gentleman came down the moment he 
received notice of my danger. And the 
bufineſs being ſettled for which he came, I 
was wholly reſigned, and waited my viſita- 
tion with the longing of a bride. © 


My mind was now perfectly tranquil. The 


"world: was loſt to me, as well as the recol- 
lection of the injuries I had received. In this 


A concluded to be Rgaed 


I? 


ſtate, I fell into a ſweet-ſleep,” which was at- 


tended with a moſt ſingular dream. And as 
I have reaſon to confider it a ſure preſage of 
the calamities I have fince ſuffered, I will 
here relate it. 1 imagined I was releaſed 


from all my cares, and an inhabitant of 


Heaven. My deſtined appointment; when 


I got there, was to light fifty 0 J en- 
8 5 _ texed: upon my employment, a e 


xecuted 
it with- caſe, till I came to the laſt lamp, 
"ich I broke in the attempt. The uneaſi- 


geſs this occaſioned put an end at once to my 
5 BE Arcam and * and I awoke in tlie greateſt 


In the morning, my viſitant of the ty 
before, came to take, as he thought, a laſt 
farewell. I informed him of my dream. 
ne . r with manifeſt Pain, mingled with 


9 | 5 * 


4. 53 EKL LAM v. 


ity, .5« * dear child,” ſaid he, you are 
P! y 

<« deſtined to ſuffer a long life of miſery and. - 
« diſappointment. I wiſh you may be as re- 
ec figned when your hour of viſitation ſhall 
come as you now are, I ownl could have. 


cc wiſhed it had been paſſed. The holy 


ſeer was inſpired with the.gift of prophecy, | 


as the ſequel of my ſtory will too fatally. 
evince. 

I 'was ſome time after W that the 
evening my viſitor arrived, Dr. Francis en- 
deavoured to engage him in a controver- 
ſial diſcourſe, during ſupper, in order tc 

ſhow his ſuperior talents. Mr. Darcy (which. 
was the gentleman's name) ſeemed to de- 
cline a converſation that might terminate in 
diſpute. But the Doctor having been wit - 
neſs to the ignorance. of à great number of 
his countrymen, (he was from Ireland,) who. 
had been ſent over from the loweſt ranks of 
that people, as ſervitors to ſome colleges 
abroad, and after acquiring a little bad La- 
tin, become either enthuſiaſts, hypocrites, 
or libertifies, and ſuppoſe themſelves quali- 
fied to diſpenſe abſolutions, without ſcarcely. 
knowing what the word means, concluded 


this gentleman to be one of the ſame 3 


He was, on the contrary, a ſound theologi 


and united to great learning, a gentleneſs. 2 
of manners, and a natural POR, that 


. have graces a court, 
my 1 would 
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I would not be underſtood to mean from 


what J have juſt ſaid, that the catholic clergy 


of Ireland are all in the ſame predicament. 
To my own knowledge, the late Mr. Archer 
and Mr. Richardſon, were ornaments to the 
world, and the religion they profeſſed; as is 


- the preſent Mr. O'Leary, who, with unaffect- 


ed piety, is bleft with that innocent chear- 
fulneſs, which, joined to his brilliant wit 
and ſound underſtanding, makes him the 
admired darling of all whe: Wers the happi- 


neſs of knowing him. 


The Doctor very Hliberally, as er 


of the family, and ſtiling himſelf the chap- 


lain, continued the attack; till Mr. Darcy, 
being neceſſitated to reply; ſoon confuted 
him; and convinced the company, who all 
beſtowed deſerved praiſe on him, that he 


Vas deeply read in divinity ;' whilft the fu- 


cial Doctor had made more proficiency 
in the ftudy of wine than of holy writ, The 
conſequence of this converſation was, that 


two ladies who were preſent,” convinced of 


the fuperiority of Mr. Darcy's arguments,. 
were in a very ſhort time introduced by that 


good man into the e e the mother 
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June 1 10, 17— 
" Remained in the dreadful condition de- 
ſcribed in my laſt letter, for ſeveral weeks. 
Ar the expiration of that time I was removed 
10 town; when a conſultation of the medical 
| gentlemen was held twice a day. All their 
. conſultations; however, were of no ſervice to 
me. Not one out of zine of the moſt eminent 
of the profeſſion who were called in upon the 
occaſion, could even gueſs at my diſorder. 
One termed it an adheſion. Another an im- 
poſthume. And two or three were fully per- 
ſuaded that I had no lungs left. 
In this manner they perſecuted me till 
near Chriſtmas. Till at laſt, deſpairing of 
being, able to afford me any relief, and aſham- 
ed to take ſuch ſums without any apparent 
benefit, they all left me to my fate. My 
wWatchful and humane friend, Mr. Adair, 
indeed, continued his uſual aſſiduity. And 
ſeeing that my other phyſicians had not 
rendered me any ſervice, he brought to me, 
by ſtealth, Dr. Lucas. Though this gen- 
tleman's profeſſional merit was very great, 
yet as his political principles were ſo differ- 
ent from our own, his introduction te our 
houſe was eſteemed reprehenſible. 
Dr. Lucas ſoon found out what had 
puzzled ſo-many of the fraternity, the Fon 
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ſtate of my diſorder. He 1 
to be a confirmed abſceſs in_my lungs; as 
it afterwards proved to 58 "And informed 
me, that if it broke whilſt I dozed, (for 1 
ould: not ſleep,) it would in all probability 
choak me. He had attended me in my 
early days in Dublin. He then acted as an 
apothecary. But being allowed one of the 
. "vel; chemiſts in the kingdom, he obtained 


. himſelf. Notwithſtanding the 
c © had loſt an eye in ; analyzing ſome 
dlrog, he was not only a ſon of Apollo in 
medicine, but likewiſe in love, and he fer off 


„ 
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ſent me to the hot-wells at Briſtol to keep 
my Chriſtmas. At that ſeaſon of the year, 
the Wells are only frequented by emaciated 
wretches, who are ſent there to receive their 
guietus. I had totally loſt: the uſe, of my 
imbs, could not lift my hand to my head, 


arms. During the journey, I was ordered 
not to make my ſtages more than twenty 
miles a day. And notwithſtanding it was 


ters and ite ok; he inns. ſeemed: by 


a: diploma. Yet he {till prepared his own 


When he had 1 3 _—_ * | 
== - - Tuch, medicines as he thought neceſſary, he 


intenſely cold weather, I was obliged: to 
travel with the windows of the chaiſe down. 
3 As I was well known on that road, the maſ- 
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| and was carried like a child, in the errang s 5 


— —— — — — Res Ft, _ 


- Box A 44. a.” | Txt 


153 their locks. to 5 1 a laſt leave of me, and to 
regret the loſs of ſo good a cuſtomer as 1 had 
been to them. 
Mrs. Sparks, the wife of Mr. Spares the 
comedian, left her family to accompany me. 
For my dear Miſs Meredith had been obliged 
to return to France upon account of the ſame 4 
complaint which had occaſioned her to viſit 
that kingdom before. The two nurſes and | 
{ſervants made a conſiderable ſuit. Indeed, _— 
I ſhould not have been in the leaſt con- 
cerned, had J ſpent Calcraft's whole fortunt 
upon the occaſion. My reſentment” had re- 
turned, and I would not permit him to take 
leave of me, or even ſuffer his name to be 
f mentioned in my preſence. 5 -. 
After a ſeries of painful journies, Larrived) = 
at the Wells; where the 286085 that 7 
ed before me, the dreary proſpect, and as - 
diſmal tolfing of Clifton hell, preſented no- 
_ thing but a ſcene of horror to my imagina- 
tion. I was conſigned to the care of Doctor 
Ford, and ordered to drink port=wine and: * 
punch. As I had never taſ _ 
_ thoſe liquors before, having been accuſtomed 
to wine and water, the preſcribed beverage 
was by no means pleaſing to me. But de 
unuancet had been fo often uſed, that from my 
| exhauſted habit, à dropſy was ap rehended, 
even if I ſhould — better of m other 
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-  whing an airing. I hurried back, and Doc- 
tor Ford (to whoſe care and attention I 
am much indebted) being ſent for, he or. 
dered me immediately down to the pump- 
room. I was there drenched with the water. 
He then directed that I ſhould: be put to 
bed between the blankets, well warmed, 

and ſome burnt brandy given me. This be- 
ing done, I lay down, for the firſt time I 
had been able to do fo for above four months. 
As ſoon as I was in bed I fell aſleep, and did 


. hy not awake for eighteen hours. During that 


time I ſlept ſo ſtilly, that it was often thought 
by thoſe about me, that I had ſtolen a march 


into the other world. They frequently put 


a glaſs to my mouth, ſo doubtful were they 
of my retaining any ſigns of ſenſation; but 
ſtill perceiving reſpiration, they were in 
hopes that my ſleep would prove cordial 
to my vital Powers, and tend to my re- 
covery. 

It was not to 1 pe W ver that 
my recovery would be ſo inſtantaneous. as it. 
proved to be. For when 1 awoke, I was on 


only able to ſtand, but to walk into the next 


room. The cauſe of my diſorder being thus 
happily removed, I recovered ſtrength every 
day. Upon which I reſolved to leave my 
Preſent melancholy abode, and return to 
town. And being at the ſame time determined 
. I would not 80 We . to . Cal- 
: | _ craft's, 


? 
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craft's, I wrote to my mother, to deſire ſhe 
would let me have her houſe. 
The houſe in Brewer- ſtreet, which Res 
ly belonged to Mr. Calcraft, had been taken 
by her, and ſhe let it out to perſons of for- 
tune, thereby making a conſiderable addi- 
tion to her income. Though ſhe had more 
than ſufficient to maintain her, yet ſhe was 
ſo fond of deperidents, that ſhe was always 
complaining of being diſtreſt. She had no 
reaſon, indeed, to complain of me in that 
point. As I never knew the value of mo- 
ney, it would have been rather extraordinary 
if my mother was the laſt perſon that re- 
ceived pecuniary tokens of my regard. 
She had formed an intimacy with the 
_ widow of the well known Dr. Purcell. This ; 
lady, who was ſiſter to Dr. Warburton, Biſhop - © * 
of Glouceſter, had changed her name by a 
ſecond marriage to Lock. Her only grati- 
fication was that of the table. And as ſhe 
was not poſſeſſed of any property, my liberal 
5 arent greatly diſtreſſed herſelf to grant Mrs. 
ock ſuch temporary ſupplies as were ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of that good living 
ſhe would be indulged in. So chat, at her 
death, the ſum amounted to IPO of 
ſeyen hundred pounds. | 5 
My mother, though much hurt ät the 


* 
es et AE TIES” wn. 


: eircumſtance which occaſioned my leaving 

| Parliament-ſtreet, and rendered this appli- 
cation needful, Fe" conſented to admit 
ö - me 


—— 
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me as a tenant. She accordingty. wrote me 
word, that her houſe ſhould be prepared for 
my reception. As ſoon. as Mr, Calcraft ob- 
tained a knowledge of my deſign, he was 
| like a madman. He feared, as he had great 
reaſon to do, that 1 ſhould make no £ ecret 
of my motive for quitting his houſe. Many 
| - thoſe who employed him, did {9 out of 
artiality to me. Lord Tyrawley, notwith- 
* MT "> ſtanding. there had been ſome coolneſs. be- 
1 teen = would not ſtand tameiy by and ſee 
| 4 me ill treated. Nor was his Lordſhip only 
to be feared, but my brother; who would 
face a lion. Theſe conüderations had their 
due weight with him, and occaſioned, more 
_ than, tenderneſs, his agitations. 
_ Beſides, my reſiding at his table Was a 
1 circumſtance of no little importance to him; 
as my connections were fo reſpectable, and I | 
had ſuch a number of patroneſſes among the 
flirſt ranks. | But what weighed more than 
any other conſideration with him, and in- 
duced him to make me repeated promiſes of 
paying all my debts, was the expectation of 
the death of my friend Miſs Meredith. -/ and 
. young lady was now given over by her | 
icians, and as ſhe was ſuppoſed to or 
made a will in my favour, he concluded 1 
5 when the event took place, my ſpirit would 
not ſuffer me to lie under an obligation to 
any one, particularly to a perſon I avowedly 2 
5 . So that he e * make a 
me 8 
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me theſe promiſes, without any apprehen- 


n her to 8 5 me hat 
o her, 2 ventured 


2 r SELL ans 
Upon my determining to return to Lon - 
don, I had wrote to my long- conſulted ora- 


e Any means to quit Parliaments; 
| ang till the whole of my debts were diſ- 


charged; and even when I was a clear wo- 


md. ge £6. ir ll, 1 was amply. provided, 
for, Had that gentleman duly conſidered of 


the advice he gave me, he muſt have known, 
3 Mr. Cateraft had, at that time, three ſhares in the cheatre, 


and Was in ſuppoſition of purchaling che patent; when Mr. 


Sparks had the promiſe of being acting manager. | 
- VOL. Is n that 
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that going back was the only method to pre- 
vent a completion of the other part of his 
directions. I was really well perſuaded that 
when Mr. Calcraft had gained his purpoſe, 
that of my returning to him, he would ſoon 
forget his promiſes. His ſordid diſpoſition 
was not to be prevailed upon to part with a 
capital ſum, unleſs incited to it by compul- 
ſion or fear. But as my worthy friend poſ- 
ſeſſed a heart replete with generous ſenti- 
ments, he was led to judge of others by his 


| wn; 3 1 þ 
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After many attempts, Mrs. Sparks, at 
length, prevailed upon me to read one of Mr. 
Calcraft's letters. He conjured me in it, for 


the ſake of humanity, for my children's ſake, 


and for my own, to return to him. He 
bound himſelf, by the ſacred name of his 
Creator, to pay my debts in three months. 
He concluded with urging the violence of 
his paſſion, and informed me, that he had en- 
treated ſome friend to deprecate my anger. 
This friend, probably, was the Doctor. 
But theſe ſolicitations would have proved 
ineffectual, had not Mr. Quin's advice coĩin- 
_cided with them. At laſt, wearied with 
theſe teaſings; ſick of the Wells; and toler- 
ably recovered; I returned to the hated man- 
ſion, and to its more hated maſter. This, 
however, I would only conſent to do, upon 
the expreſs conditions, that he ſhould never 
attempt to ſee or ſpeak to me alone; — 5 
1 „ 


*. 
* * 
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that he ſhould be punctual in paying my 
. debts, according to his propoſal. - Theſe 
articles he readily acceded to. And I verily 
believe, that if I had then requeſted him to 
take a ſtep to the moon, and endeavour to 
prevail upon that luminary to make me a 
viſit, he would have promiſed to do ſo; and 
with the ſame intention of fulfilling his pro- 
miſe. There might, however, have been 
ſome ſp arks of affection ſtill remaining in 
| his boſom, kept alive by the conſequences. 
of our union. And the regret he felt, when _ 
I was ſuppoſed to be beyond all hope of re- 
covery, might make the ſavage believe he 
felt ſomething like tenderneſs. But, ah! 
how unlike the tenderneſs to which the 
chords of my heart could only vibrate! 
I am almoſt tempted, at times, to envy 
choſe who are born with an inſenſible heart. 
Happ 3 (I am ſometimes on the 
Point of crying out) happy people! who 
_ paſs through life in a ſtate Of enviable tran- 
quillity.—If ye do not taſte, in an exqui/ite 1 
manner, of the pleaſures this ſublunary ſtate E | 
_ affords; neither do the pains, with which it 
__ abounds, pungently affect you. And as the 
former are uncertain and tranſitory, and the 
latter ſure and laſting, ye are gainers by the 
allotment.— So wiſe a man as Zeno ie ſaid to 
be, could never haue taught the doctrine of 
Stoigiſm, nor his followers, the moſt ſenſible 
= the ones 11 embraced it, had there 
| 2 not 
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not been ſome rational foundation for i it, aud 
the inſenfibility it enjoins deſirable.— Had 
thy days, O Sterne, been ſpared to the 
united withes of the lovers of genius, and 
thou hadft attained a good old age, it is a 
doubt, whether, upon a review of thy life, 
thou wouldſt not have exchanged, had it 
been in thy power, thy -/uſceptibility, (and, 
| ſarely, no mortal was ever endowed with a 
greater portion) for chis unfeeling Stoiciſm. 
 —[mpious thought! it admits not of a 
doubt. Thou wouldft rather have exclaim- 
ed with me, © Give me my ſuſceptibility, 
though it be attended with more than 158 5 
e portionate- unhappineſs !— The pleafures 
flowing from love and from philanthropy, 
« neither of which can ever find a reſidence 
Jin a Stoic's bofom, fully” compenſate” for 
ce the augmented . 
As I write from the heart, my pen, not- 
withſtanding my aſſurances that I would 
check its fallies, has again, Pegaſus like, 
run away with me. — And fol fear it will do 
to the end of the 8 e 
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FE o now find me once more in fato quo, 
I doing again the honours of Mr. Cal- 
craft s table, and receiving the congratula- 
tions of my numerous friends upon the oc- 
caſion. A ſhort time after my recovery, a 
demand was made from the Treaſury of 5 
government plate left us by the late unfor- 
tunate General Braddock. The demand was 
rejected. Upon which, a ſuit was commen- 
ced. But that failing, we were left in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the royal donation, and the lions, 
unicorns, and hares, _ their appearance 
at table. 

I now received the news of Miſs Meredith's 
death. She had bequeathed to me five hun- 
dred pounds, together with the twelve hun- 
dred pounds I was indebted” to her; her 
jewels, which I have reaſon to believe coft 
near two thouſand; and all her beſt laces, 
which were of great value. I regretted che 
Joſs of this valuable young lady moſt ſincere- 
1y, and mourned for her inwardly as well as. 


coutwardiy: Her legacy was of great ſervice 
to me, as 1 was not engaged this ſeaſon 
at the theatre, and had been obliged to 

n upon ſome of my diamonds, in order 


H 3 to 
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to defray my preſent expences, depending 
upon Mr. Calcraft's performing his promi ©, 
at the expiration of the time agreed. 
But this was a trifling conſideration, when 
laced in the ſcale againſt the loſs of an inva- 
Juable friend, whom 1 loved, and I ſhall ever 
lament. But I was born to cutive thoſe who 
loved me; and at this juncture I have not a 
friend upon earth, but ſuch as humanity hath 
induced to be boy no Chearful intimate, no 
- perſon, in whoſe friendly boſom I can repoſe 
my cares. Nor, were I poſſeſſed, through 
a reverſe of fortune, of any unforeſeen hap- 
-pineſs, can I fay that a deing exiſts "le 
would ſhare my joy. © "7 
My departed friend he 6a eonideived an af- 
fection for the Duke of Kingſton: The Duke 
encouraged the propenſiry for ſome time, 
but at length deſtroyed all her hopes of hap- 
Pineſs by another attachment. With a con- 
ſtitution extremely delicate, and ſentiments 
equally ſo, ſhe could not, although endowed 
with more than a common ſhare of good 
ſenſe, ſuppreſs her paſſion. © Like a worm 
& Pth? bud, it fed upon her damaſk ever 
and put an end to her exiſtence. © 
By her will, ſhe left his Grace a gold box, 
an the lid of which. was her picture. It fell 
to my lot to deliver it to him: A commiſ- 
ſion that was rather aukward for me, as his 
Grace uad been a 1 admirer of n 
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though not an honourable one, as my friend 
had fondly hoped he would have been to 
her. Having wrote to give the Duke in- 
formation of his bequeſt, he called upon me 

to receive it. When J preſented it to him, 
I told him, I wiſhed there had been twe 
pictures, that I alſo might have had the 
counterfeit reſemblance of a perſon I loved 


ſo well. Upon which, his Grace inſtantly << 


took out his penknife, and cutting the por- 
trait from the lid, gave it me. Such a 
ſtriking proof of diſregard for a woman's 
memory, whoſe life was in all probability 
_ contracted upon his account, affected me ſo 
much, that I left his Grace, with contempt, 
to walk off with the box at his leiſure. 
One of the conditions Mr. Calcraft had 
entered. into, that of not ſeeing me alone, 


he ſtrictly adhered to. As fear is the ſure 


concomitant of guilt, he dreaded my re- 
proaches, and therefore carefully avoided 
me. Being ſecure that I ſhould now keep 
my injuries a ſecret, he forgot the promiſe 
he had made relative to my debts. His 
principal object in preſſing ſo vehemently my 
return, had been to ſave appearances; and 
that purpoſe was now anſwered. He there - 
fore thought, as the ſolemn vows made to 
accompliſh it were only known to myſelf and 
Mrs. Sparks, they might be diſpenſed with; 
| and that with regard to the culpability of 
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breaking them, he would venture with Mac- 
beth to jump the life to come.“ -The 
man, by whom ſuch ſolemn appeals are light- 
ly thought of, no ties can bind, but thoſe 
which torreſpond with his wiſhes. It is a 
dread of the laws of his couhtry, and public 
ſhame, Which alone keeps him honeſt. If 
theſe can be evaded, neither the fear of of- 
fending, by 2 breach of ſacred, vows, that 
Being in whoſe name they were made; the 
inſtigations of honour; nor the reproaches of 
'confeience; can inforce the fulfilment of 
them.—l found to my coſt this obſervation 
verified.” 24 Hi zien 

In 8 return for Mrs. Sparks's great artention 
to me during my illneſs, I not only conſent-. 
ed to play the © Mourning Bride“ for his 
benefit, but J diſpoſed of 'near two hundred 
Id tickets for him. As I had not play ed 
nee it was reported that I had loſt m * 
lungs, and had been ſo often killed by th 
colſectors of news for the papers, it was not 
to be wondered at that the houſe was crowd- 
ed. But what excited a general amazement 
was, that my voice had neyer been ore 
1 Frem the uncommon applauſe 
| eceived, the audience appeared td be well 
pleaſed.” Nor was Mr. Sparks leſs ſo, the 
emoloments being very conſiderable. 
As home was now grown hateful to me, 
I was never there but when our Houſe was 
Erpiided with „ T loved muſic to 

e exceſs, 
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exceſs, which brought me acquainted with 
all the capital performers; both vocal and 
inſtrumental. I went very often to Frazi's ®, 
where one evening I met Lady St. Leger, 
mother to my late amiable friend Miſs St. 
Leger, afterwards the wife of Colonel Bur- 
ton, whom ] have frequently mentioned in my 
preceding letters. The youngeſt daughter, 
Miſs Kitty, boarded with her Ladyſhip; who, 
by means. of her jointure, and an additional 
2 obtained for her by the friendſhip of 
Lady Harrington, was enabled to indulge | 
herſelf in keeping a good deal of company. 
Her Ladyſhip was one of the Iriſh ſecond-- 
rate women of faſhion. She was very inſo- 
lent at times, and not unfrequently vulgare 
But to enable you to acquire a knowledge of 
her character from her conduct, I ſhall pre- 
ſent you with a little trait of her; Ladyſhip, 
which will give you a much better view of 


it than any deſeription of mine can do. Her 


huſband, Sir John St. Leger, the Judge Jef- 
_feries of Ireland, had been remarkably ſeyere 
to a number of poor wretches who were 
brought before him for committing depre- 
dations in that country. Paul Liddy was the 
captain of a banditti, who levied contribu- 
tions in the part where the Knight lived. 
Among others, he wrote to Sir John, to in- 
de him, that if he did not depoſit a certain 


* One of the firt Gogers of chat times · 9 8 
* 4 | Wy 


reren ire 
um in the place he mentioned, at ſuch 2 
time, he would ſet fire to his houſe, murder 
him, and raviſb his lady. | | 
. - Shortly after, by — vigilance: of che 
Knight, the Captain was taken, and cloſely 
confined in irons, in the Black-Dog priſon. 
Lady St. Leger could not reſiſt the curioſit 
of ſeeing man, who had dared to make fue 
__ adeclaration... She accordingly went to he 
priſon, where ſhe was informed by the beau- 
_ tiful Monica Gall, a courtezan whom Liddy 
had married, that he was too much indiſpoſed 
to ſee any one. Upon: which her Ladyſhi ip, 
with an inſolence that reduced her below the 
level of the unhappy: perſon ſhe addreſſed,; 
aſked her, whether ſhe was the Sail 
=—— or his wife? To which the othef 
immediately replied, ** I have the misfor- 
tune to be his wife; the honour of being 
© his vas intended for your Ladyſhip. 
Such was the elegant dame with whom 1 


1 was now become acquainted. Her 


ſhip, requeſting I would be of her pany 6 


next evening, I accordingly went, and found 
* therea great many people, but no company 


except Lady Harrington. As wWe were fre- 
 _ quently on parties together, I deſired the 

re of her Ladyſhip's company and her 
daughter's at Holl wood, to which they con- 
ſented. When they were there, Captain 
Shaftoe told me to take care of the dame, as 
f we wat a — deal * . under the 
| ae 


0. A, BELLAMY. 155 
macau of bluntneſs, 1 laughed at his fur- 
miſes, and told him, that I ſhould- be obliged 
to any perſon who would take his comrade 
out of my ſight. Our intimacy grew 
ſtronger; and I was ſurpriſed to hear that 
every thing I ſaid, was repeated with exag- 
geration to Mr. Calcraft. This indeed did 
not diſpleaſe me, as I moſt cordially hated 
the perſon, who had deſtroyed all my hopes 
of happineſs, and the fight of whom. cauſed - 

my greateſt miſery. 

As ſoon as my new acquaintances left 
Hollwood, I ſet off for Eluſhing in my way 
to Bruſſels, on my propoſed viſit to Mrs. 
Child. The viſit J had intended to Voltaire, 
was prevented by the death of my intro- 
ductor, the Marquis de Verneuil. That ac- 
compliſhed nobleman, among other ſciences, 
was ſkilled in alchymy, During a proceſs 
on which he was very intent, an exploſion 
happened, which coſt him his life. And in 
bio] I loſt another valuable friend. Before 
I ſet off, I left a letter for Mr. Calcraft, who > 
was 1 home, wherein I reminded km of 
his promiſe to pay my debts, the only trif- 
ling reparation he could make me for the 

baſeneſs of his conduct. 
When I arrived at Bruſſels, 1 nad Mrs. 
Child encompaſſed with many of my inti- 
mates. The reception ſne gave me proved 
that my viſit afforded her great Gan.” 


She me. by every method in her 
l . power 
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power to make the place agreeable to me, 
to induce me to forget the uphappineſs that 
preyed upon my mind. The Elector of Co- 
logn was captivated with this lady's beauty, 
and ſhowed himſelf a Prince i in munificence 
as well as in dignity. 

I will here give you ſome account of the 


city of Bruſſels ; but as it can only be a cur- 


ſory one, if you wiſh for more particulars, 
I mouſt beg leave to refer you to thoſe who 


write © profeſſedly| upon the ſubjeck. This 

city deals in the number ſeven. There are 
ſe ven pariſhes, feven capital ſtreets, and the 
even deſcend to ſo minute a punctilio in this 


ſingularity, that there are but ſeyen mid- 


Wives in the place. Upon a remarkable high 


ſteeple, there is an image of St. Michael 


killing the dragon, in copper gilt, The pa- 
laces are magnificent; and there is a park, 
ſomewhat like that of St. James's. 
The buildings in general are grand. The 
opera- houſe is "the fineſt in Europe. You 
may travel for two-pence farthing an hour, 
in large covered boats called track- ſchuyts. 
Theſe are drawn by one horſe, and arrive at 


Bruſſels twice a day from Antwerp, return- 


ing each time. The moſt remarkable church 


here is that of St. Gunhilda. It is ah old 


Gothic building, but finely ornamented 
within. There are many elegant monu- 


ments of illuſtrious princes in it. And, 


among many chapels, there is one, where 
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they worſhip three Hoſts, which, they ſay, 
were ſtabbed by a Jew, and actually bled. 
Theſe are expoſed, upon every feſtival, in 
a chalice richly adorned. with jewels; and 
in the month of July there is an annual pro- 
ceſſion in memory of this ſtabbing. The 
inhabitants of Bruſſels value themſelves 
vpon having entertained, at one time, ſeven 
crowned heads. 

In this agreeable place 1 ſhould have ſpent 
three happy months, but for corroding 
care. Reflection obtruded itſelf, at times, 
and imbittered my moſt chearful hours. And 
the very idea of returning and entering 
once more the doors of my deſerted man- 
ſion, made me the molt miſerable of human 
beings. 

From Bruſſels I went to Antwerp. I took 
the opportunity of viſiting that place, in 
order to make enquiries relative to the late 
Mr. Sykes's fortune, of his brother who re- 
| fided there. Upon my arrival, I learnt that 

Mr. Sykes, (who beſides his profeſſion as A 
painter, kept a jeweller's and bijou hop) 
having had an invitation from the Duke de 
Berry, in order to make ſome alterations in 
his Grace's gallery, was gone to Paris. Some 
other great perſonage taking offence at Mr. 
Sykes's giving the Duke the preference to 
himſelf, had procured a Lettre de cachet 
againſt him. And as he was, one day, at 
the coffee-houſe, an exempt took him — 

! Aan 


188 | THE LIFE OF 


and deſired he would take an airing with 
him, in a coach which ſtood at the door, 
as far as the Baſtile. It would have been in 
vain for him to reſiſt, and equally as vain to 
enquire the reaſon. He had only time-to 
requeſt a gentleman of his acquaintance, 
who was in the room, to let his wife know 
the diſaſter. This his friend did; and it had 
ſuch an effect upon her, that ſhe loſt her 
ſenſes in conſequence of it. Such being their 


unfortunate ſituation, it was much feared. 


neither Mr. or Mrs. Sykes would ever re- 


turn to their family more. 
I was likewiſe informed, that the States 


General had taken poſſeſſion of the late Mr. 


Sykes's effects at the Hague, which he had 
bequeathed to me; ſo that I had nothing l 


further to Hope from that quarter. As diſ- 


„ ee of this nature, from my want 


nowing the value of money then, made 
but a tranſient impreſſion on my mind, 1: 


received the information with becoming for- 


titude. And as it had never been in my po- 


2 J 28 loſs fat the more lightly on Mc 
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LETTER LXIX. 


June 28 17 | 


| HE 1 of the city of Antwerp, 

1 and the many curioſities it contains, 
determined me to ſtay a few days in it. On 
theſe, alſo, I ſhall content myſelf with giv- 
ing you a few curſory and unconnected ob- 
ſervations. The cathedral, whieh is dedi- 
cated to the Virgin Mary, is a noble pile of 
building; and the ſteeple of it is a beauti- 
ful piece of architecture. There are thirty- 
three bells and two chimes in it, with a 
clock; together with a croſs at the top, of 
an incredible height. The ſtadt-houſe is 
well worth viewing; as is Mere: ſtreet, 
wherein a brazen crucifix is placed upward 
of thirty feet high. There are twenty-two 
ſpacious ſquares in Antwerp. The number 
of ſtreets 1 cannot recollect, bug: they: are 
wide and numerous. | 
The churches are decorated wal many . 
eapital pictures, by Rubens, and likewiſe by 
Quintin Matſys, a blackſmith, who commen- 
ced painter, in order to obtain for wife the 
daughter of à painter, who would give her 
hand to no perſon but one of his own pro- 
feſſion. At the entrance of the cathedral, is 
placed an effigy of this true votary to the 
God of Love, with: an inſcription, imply- 


ing 
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ing that love made a blackſmith an Apelles. 
© The chapel of the virgin, adjoining to the 
great church, is magnificent to a degree. 
The town is defended by a ſtrong citadel erect- 
ed by the Duke d'Alva, which commands not 
only the town, but the adjacent country. The 
eople value themſelves much upon their ci- 
11 s being the birth- place of Abraham Orte- 
Iius, the great geographer. 

I do not recollett in my whole life to have 
been ever ſtruck with ſuch a reverential awe, 
as on entering the cathedral. My curioſity 
was ſcarcely gratified, when I ſaw. a woman 
fix her eyes attentively upon me. Mrs. 
Walker, (formerly Mrs. Delany,) who, had 
been my companion in this tour, ,was alarm- 
ed at the circumſtance, from the remem- 
brance of the incident I have already men- 
- tioned, relative to Sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams.. As we could ſee only the eyes of 
the phantom, which were large and wild, the 
reſt of, her perſon being inveloped in a large 
capoto, there was ſome room for ber al 8 
henfions, 2 

Having enquired of the ſervant that at- 
tended us, if I was not Miſs Bellamy, upon 
his anſwering, Yes! ſhe burſt i into an agony 
of tears, and cried out 0k! my titer!” 
The church was crowded, And as tbe ex- 
clamation OH conveys the ſame idea in 
every language, the congregation ſuppoſed I 
* ſome how or other given offence to the 

perſon 


— 
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perſon from whom it proceeded. Upon 
this they gathered round me, in order to 
learn the cauſe; and, I was apprehenſive, 
to puniſh me for behaving ill in a place of 
divine worſhip ; for my being better dreſſed 
than thoſe around me, would have pleaded, 
I found, in my disfavour. But on the ſer- 
vant's informing them that it was only a 
beggar, they immediately vaniſhed: For 
| the people of that country look upon poverty 
_ as. contagious, and leave the relief of it to 
RE 277-7 bo 
When the crowd was diſperſed, the per- 
fon who had occaſioned their notice, ſtood 
filent, waiting for me to ſpeak firſt; I there- 
fore enquired who ſhe was ? She told me her 
name was Biddy Kendal, the daughter of 
Mrs. Kendal, whoſe aſſemblies I had fre- 
vented when I was in Dublin, and to whom 
f had been ſo kind. In one of my early 
letters to you I have mentioned this family. 
I recolleted her immediately, and 1 
ed to know what was become of ber. ſiſter 


e 
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Betty. Upon my repeating that name, f 
eagerly took hold of my hand, ſaying, with 
the true Iriſh accent, Come and lee, my 
© dear, T hope the is. Alive, though 7o8 WA 
„ bleſs her poor eyes, which are almo 
«blind with crying.” She at the Tame time 
requeſted I would not go in a carriage, as | 
ſhe wiſhed to avoid obleryation, and it would 
Nee ber 4 congh e ee ee 
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door. She might have ſpared this part of” 
Her requeſt, as I had not a carriage there. 


We then went out of the church, and af- 


ter many turnings and windings, arrived at 
the place of our deſtination. But ſuch a 


wretched habitation I could not ſuppoſe to 


have been within the limits of that opulent 
and beautiful city, We went up ſomething 
like a ladder into this receptacle of miſery. 
And ſuch a ſcene never preſented itſelf to 
my view before. The firſt thing. which 
ſtruck my eyes was the corpſe of a man, co- 
_ 'vered over with a rug; a moſt ſhocking 
ght indeed to me. A little further, upon 
a wretched pallet, ſat a ſkeleton of a Vo- 
man, with ſcarcely any covering, wringing her 


Hands, apparently in the molt extreme an- 
.guiſh. Never did I behold a more perfect 


Picture of deſpair... By her, lay an infant 


ſeemingly in the gaſp of death; and another, 


in rags, about 5 or ten years. old, was 
Warming ſomething in a pipkin over a few 
charcoal embers which were in an earthen 
| haffing-diſh ; whilſt the tears trickled down 
3 its cheeks. - 


'I' ſtood dor fame moments, ec eimed 


1 by the humane emotions that ruſhed impe- 
tuous from my heart: a heart, as ſuſcep- 
tible of the ills of others as of my own. 


The woman likewiſe ſeemed to ſit abſorbed 
in grief, and did not appear to obſerve us. 
1382 which, her ſiſter going up to her, Take 

* Ake 


on an ague, of which he had died 
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« Take comfort, Betty; here is Miſs Bella- 
„ my come to ſee you!“ Without making 
any reply, ſhe ſtared wildly, and inſtantly fell 
' backward, to all appearance dead. Before 1 
came in, I had ſent my ſervant for ſome re- 
freſhments for them; of which having par- 
taken, the perſon I thought dying ſoon reco- 
'vered; and, to my great ſurprize, ſeemed 
now to be altogether as chearful as ſhe had a. 
few minutes before been oppreſſed with mi- 
ſery. - And what was more extraordinary, did 
not take the leaft notice of the poor clay-cold 
corpſe which lay near her. And, fearing to 
renew her agonies, I took care not to turn 
i Te a ales 
My introductreſs now informed me, that 
her ſiſter having married an officer in the 
Iriſh brigade, was, with her huſband and bro- 
ther, ſhipwrecked, and that ſhe had reaſon to 
fear they both periſhed :. That ſhe had the 
misfortune, by this event, to loſe the whole 
of her property; but her life, and thoſe: of 
her two children, had been ſaved by one of 


the mariners, the perſon there lying dead, 


who was a native of Antwerp: That with great 
humanity the man had brought them to that 
lodging, where he had parted with his laſt 
ſtiver for their ſubſiſtence: And that the in- 
conveniencies he had experienced, from let- 
ting her ſiſter have the lodging, had brought 
that morn-— 
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Biddy Kendal added, that a lady of thy 
having wrote: to her to come. to Spa, to be 
her companion, upon her arrival at Fluſhing 
ſhe found a letter, acquainting her with the 
diſtreſt ſituation of her ſiſter. Excited by 
humanity, as well as the calls of conſangui- 
pity, ſhe had come to Antwerp; where ſhe 
had expended every ſhilling, and parted with 

moſt of her clothes, to ſupport the unfortu- 
nate family. She concluded with telling me, 
that they were under great apprehenſions, 
from not being able to inform the proper 
officers of the death of her ſiſter's: preſerver; 
and likewiſewiſe from the fear of being une 
into the ſtreet pennyleſs. 
J was afraid, before 1 ed thaw i in- 
| - formation, that the dead man had been 
Mrs. Bramſted's huſband, (that was the name 
of the woman) ſo that I was not ſo; much 
concerned when I found it was the mariner, 
Who was a ſingle man, and now gone to re- 
cCeive the reward of his humanity. The 
ſervant, who attended me on my tour, was 
an Italian by birth. He had formerly lived 
ny me in England, but preſerred travelling 
as valet du voyage, with perſons who viſited 
ae Continent. Upon this occaſion I called 
hi im in, and conſulted him on what could be 
done. He told me a knew a perſon in the ſub- 
urbs, Who, he believed, would accommodate 
the family. And as for the dead corpſe, a 
countryman of his worked for a es ba: 
| longing 
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longing to the police, to whom he would 
apply relative to the interment of it. This 
being approved of, my fervant immediately 
ſet out, to carry the plan he had propoſed 
into execution. 

Whilſt he was gone, T' could not help 
taking notice, that gratitude did not make a 
part of thofe two ladies good qualities. 
| They appeared infenfible to the fate of their 
benefattor, and ſhewed themfelves true Irifh- 
women, by attending. only to their own in- 
tereſt. I was ſo diſpuſted at the diſcovery 
of theſe ſelfiſh fentiments, that J Sropoled 
taking my leave as ſoon as poſſible. And 
this J accordingly did when my ſervant re- 
turned, who had agreed for board and lodg- 
b for the whole family at twelve ducats 

onth. 

Vhen I Vas going away, Mrs. Bramfeld 
afked me if I recolledted my little favourite: 
Sally French? Upon my telling her I did, 
ſhe faid, „ She is much in the fame ſituation 
« with myſelf; only. love engrofſes her heart, 
c and the cares of the world mine. When 
« ſhe has been married fo long as I have, 
« ſhe will not be ſuch a fool.” If 1 was not 
much pleafed before with, the | ſentiments of ; 
my new-found friends, this did not give me 

NE opinion of them. She then proceed- 
3 ef” to infrin me, that the unfortunate girl 
me pad mentioned had been induced to leave 
ber uncle, on whom | was all her dependance, 


by 
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by an officer who was going to join his regi - 
ment in Flanders. In his way he had called 
at Antwerp, to ſee a relation, a widow, who 
kept an hotel there. By this relation he was 
prevailed upon to deſert his fellow-traveller ; 
which he accordingly did, early one morn- 
ing, leaving only a letter for her, wherein 
he informed her, that ſhe muſt now ſhift for 
herſelf. My informant concluded, by telling 
me, that Miſs French was now become. a 
prey to grief and deſpair; that ſhe had re- 
fuſed all ſuſtenance, and ſeemed determined 
to put an end to her miſerable life, as an 
atonement for her folly: - A 
As ſoon as I was told whine 1 coke fd 


| . this unfortunate oung girl, I haſtened to 


her, leaving the fiſters and children to go to 
their new reſidence ; as their happineſs ſeem - 
ed to centre merely in themſelves. As I had 
not ſeen Miſs French for many years, and 
the was very young when I knew her, it was 

hardly poſſibſe for me to recolle& her; yet, 
as 1 bad been uncommonly fond of her, and 
there was no very material alteration in m0. 
figure, ſhe readily recognized me. 

I found the unhappy girl in a n 
apartment, and was ſtruck with her appear- 
ance. She was indeed the moſt been 
creature I ever ſaw. Her perſon was tall, 
and there was a dignity about her that com- 
manded awe, as well as admiration. She 
knew my voice the moment I ſpoke, 2 | 
© 1 ® us : 
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*Ahus accoſted me, in a faint accent, How 
<4 good are you, my dear madam, to notice 
the moſt wretched being upon earth!” I 
defired her to compoſe herſelf; telling her, 
that I feared there were very many as 
wretched as herſelf; and that ſhe ought to 
eſteem herſelf happy, that her ſeducer had 
left her before ſhe had a young family. I 
then informed her, that 1 was come to take 
her away with me. You may be ſure ſhe 
did not heſitate to accept of my offer. Her 
countenance, which had juſt been over- 
clouded with grief, began to aſſume a chear- 
fulneſs; and the ſmile that ſucceeded, put 
me in mind of the ſun, ſhining through an 
April ſhower. There being little to ſettle, 
as the wretch had paid for every thing pre- 
_ vious, to the day he had abandoned her, 
which was about a month, and grief had been 
the chief of her ſublitence ſince, ſhe was 
ſoon ready to accompany me. 
I fear I have tired you with the relatigh . 
of theſe two long ſtories. But as they are fo. 
anterwoven with the circumſtances of my 
life, and make a part of my e 1 
; ought i it neceſſary i to inſert them. eo 
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＋ 18 mochte to ) deferibe to you the in- 
ſolence of rhe people belonging to the 
hötels in this city, or the exorbitance of 
their charges. Upon our return to that at 
which we had put up, I found the hoſteſs 
greatly offended that I had not ordered din- 
ner before I ſet out in the morning to view 
the place. Indeed, I had totally 7 wa the 
circumſtance. And the two rencontres I had 
met with, during my abſence, had prevented 
my returning in time to do ſo. | 
As ſoon asT entered the hötel, I ran into 

a room, the door of which ſtood open, where 
an object preſented itſelf to my view, that 
terrified me greatly. A large crucifix ſtood 
in a niche, oppoſite the window, and upon 
which a lamp reflected a dimly glitnmering 
light. By this deceptious light the figure ; 
appeared to be animated; and my fancy, 
aided by my fears, repreſented it to my ima- 
gination as writhing in the agonies of death. 
My ſcreams, upon beholding this ſpectacle, 
alarmed the whole houſe. Among the reſt, 
1 the good hoſteſs, who, upon ee | 
the occaſion, coolly replied, I was not. 
the firft that had been terrified at the ſight; 


but 
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but people who were ſo timorous, ought to 
burn lights conſtantly in the room they ſat 
in. To which ſhe added, with the moſt in- 
ſolent air imaginable, I ſhould not think, 
indeed, of perſons taking up apartments 
« in an hotel, without ordering what is ne- 
« ceſſary. But it ſhall make no difference; 
© for I ſhall charge both meals together.“ 
This ſhe accordingly did. And upon my 
attendant's finding fault with the enormous 
charge, ſhe told him, with a ſupercilious 
ſmile, that it was well he had demurred in 
| ſtead of ne; for if I had done it, the would 
have doubled the ſum. 

Could you have conceived ſuch treatment 
poſſible in ſo large and populous a city? Af. 
ter paying this bill, I found I had but a few 
ducats left; which would go but a little 

way towards ſuch unreaſonable demands as 
J was here ſubject to. And what was to be 
done I knew not. 1 had nothing of value 
with me, being in mourning, but my watch, 
and an Agnes Dei, which had a diamond of 
ſome coſt at the top of it. As the people 
of Antwerp are bigots to a degree, I thought 

1 could readily diſpoſe of the latter. This 

I determined to do, and immediately to 

ſet out for the Hague. In order to ac- 
compliſn my plan, I called in my travel- 

ling attendant, who told me there would 
be no neceſſity for my diſpoſing of the 
jewel, as he could procure me any ſom 1 
vol. 111. I ſtood 
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Rood in need of, for ny draft upon Eng- 


Hind. 

This be did, and it kappen very fortu- 
nütely; a8 tlie poor girl I had taken under 
My protection became ſo extremely ill, that 
I was obliged to poſtpone my journey upon 


her aceount. The grief ſhe had imbibed 


through the falſhood of her lover; the re- 
mains of affection for him; together with 
the ſudden tranſition from the deepeſt de- 
Pair, te the relief my notice afforded her; 


Were, all united, too ſtrong for her delicate 


frame; and ſhe funk under the accumulated 
; burchen. 'T was ſo long detained at Antwerp 
this ineident, that I found it neceffary to 


3 deer ty viſit to the Hague; eſpecially, as 
„ n received a letter from England, in- 


forming me that the theatre was to en 
early in September. 

From the ſituation of mind I was in with 
regard to Mr. Calcraft, I could have wiſhed 
Hever to return. My home was become fo 
Rateful to me, that nothing could have in- 
dueed me to reviſit it, but the impulſes of 
maternal affection, and the certainty of find- 
ing all my pecuniary affairs ſettled. I, how- 


ever, at length, ſet out on my return, but 


we were obliged to travel very flowly, as 
"Mifs Fiench's indiſpoſition increaſed daily; 


Aud to ſo great a height had ir attained in a 
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tiful Cn I have already deſcribed, ſhe was 
become a frightful ſkeleton. 


Upon my arrival in England, I was dif. ; 
treſſed beyond meaſure at finding that Cal- 
craft, who was then at Marlborough, had 


not kept his promiſe as to my debts. Hav- 
ing depended upon him, I had not thought 


it neceſſary to acquaint my creditors With 
my going abroad, which I ſhould otherwiſe 
have done, as ſome of them were rather 
uneaſy, having heard we were not upon the 
beſt terms. It therefore became needful, to 
make my engagement at the theatre, mh 


1 had lately entered into, publicly know 
in the newſpapers. This was ſufficient . 
| quiet: the apprehenſions of thoſe to whom | 


was indebted; but it was not ſatisfactory 1 ä 
liged 


me. I was, much mortified at being ob 
to have recourſe to ſuch duplicity. 


Upon this occaſion, I applied for advice 8 


if Mr. Calcraft did not pay my Nd Wer 4 | 


to my conſtant friend at Somerſet · Houſe 
Lady Tyrawley; and her ladyſhip ENGOUragec 
me to form a reſolution to quit his ho 


he returned to town from Marlborough, 
dreading the eclairciſſement which * 


ed would take place between us, he — k 
tended to be ill. At leaſt I thought his in- 


diſpoſition to be only pretence;. for when 
_ aiperſon..: is once found guilty, of a deception, 5 
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Nothing i is ſo dreadful to a liberal mind, 
as being obliged to ſolicit a favour from a 
perſon, towards whom, for ſome reaſon or 
other, we entertain a diſlike, Cruel neceſ- 
ſity, however, now compelled me to do this. 
Yet as I always eſteemed a promiſe a debt; 
and moſt of thoſe obligations I wanted him 
to diſcharge, were entered into upon his 
account; I thought I had a right to demand 
from Mr, Calcraft the fulfilment of his. I 
therefore went down to the office one day, 
and with more warmth than be had ever 
ſeen me animated by before, inſiſted on his 
performing this part of his agreement. I 
upbraided him for the neglect of it, in ſuch 
Br determined manner, that there remained 
no room for him to doubt of my immedi- 
- ately quitting his houſe, if my Semand * 
not complied with. 
Hle urged in his defence, cha he had lofi 
a great deal of money; that he had pur- 
cC.haſed two eſtates; and that he had ex- 
pended conſiderable ſums. for Lord Granby. 
Through theſe united drains, ' he ſaid, 5 
Was really diſtreſſed. He told me, he had 
been in hopes that Miſs Meredith's legacy 
had made me tolerably eaſy, as it was ſeven- 
teen hundred pounds without the jewels. I 
reminded him of the debt for twelve hundred 
pounds which was to be deducted out of it. 
And I then informed him, that I believed I 
_ owed, beſides, about three thouſand or ſome- 
© what 
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what more, but Clifford was a better judge 
than myſelf of the particulars. I concluded 
. with aſſuring him that I would have them paid. 
He ſhook his head, and ſaid it was a large 
ſum; but if I could put off the payment 
till my benefit, he would ſet me clear, upon 
my promiſing never more to incur any 
debts. I told him, I diſliked conditions; 
but if he would take off the rent charge 
from me of his brother and ſiſter, I would 
conſent. He muſt know, I continued, that 
this was no inconſiderable matter, as it was 
ſhameful in him to confine the expences of 
a young man, in ſo expenſive a line as that 
of the guards, to his pay; and a young wo- 
man, who was Ar. to appear as a gentle- 
woman, to fifty pounds a year. I then de- 
livered him a bill of Woodifield's for wine, 
which was had when I kept the houſe, and 
wine was not to be included in the articles 
I was to pay for. He immediately called 
for a check, and gave me a draft upon his 
banker for the Jum... This I delivered 'in- 
_ -ſtantly into the hands of Mr. Willis, the 
clerk who brought the check, and deſired 
he would call and diſcharge "the bill. It 
was accordingly diſcharged. the ſame day. 
95 . My mind now was ſomewhat eaſier. Not- 
15 withſtandin which, as I could not entertain 
1} ag leſs di guſtful ſentiments of the maſter 
of the houſe, home was my as N as 
. e to me. 


FT u E LIFE OF 


174 
Ipon my return from the Continent, 1 
3 Found that my new acquaintance, Miſs St. 
Leger, was married, and at variance with 
IS mother, This prevented our ever meet- 
ing, but once upon a very diſagreeable oc- 
be; and being obliged, ſome time after, 

to deſire the Lady to "be ſilent, one night 
at the Theatre, when ſhe was too voci- 
ferous. 
About this time, Lady Carplise Keppel 
Was taken Uangerouſly ill; which threw her 
| Whole family, as well as Lady Caroline Fot, 
into the greateſt diſtreſs; That amiable 
"young lady was ordered, like myſelf, to 
: "Briſtol to die; but ſhe was almoſt as mitacu- 
_ "loufly reſtored to health there as I had been. 
Mr. Adair, who had afterwards the happi- 
;neſs of calling Lady Caroline his wife, de- 

| 'Elared upon this occaſion, that he 

thought that Lady and myſelf immortal; as 
it was not in the power of ſuch ſevere indil- 
"Poſitions as we had both been afflicted with, 
do deſtroy us, He however found to bis 
colt, chat her ladyſhip was mortal. For ſhe | 


fectionate regard for her ſiſter, Lady Taviſ- 

tock. | Imp elled by that to accompani 7 her 5 

ſiſter to Pk 81 before ſhe herſelf was re- 
covered Bom an illneſs under which he had 

4 laboured, her anxiety, and her unremitting 

care of the dear lady the attended, robbed 
35 La of her le a Life which Was e | 
A 


fell a ſacrifice a ſhort time after to her af- 
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ed invaluadle = all who had he happiveſs 
of knowing her. | 
My theatrical expectations, chis ſeaſon; 
were far from pleaſin Moſt of thoſe 
ladies who had e ee me with 
their encouragement at the Theatre, being 
either indifpoted, gone abroad, or dead, it 
made a material difference in my ſituation) 
and foreboded but an indifferent ſeaſon. 
My political connections ſeemed to preſent 
me with a proſpect no leſs diſcouraging. 
Mr. Fox injudicioufly accepted the ſeals. 1 
fay injudiciouſſy, becauſe in chat office he 
would be circumſeribed. It was with great 
difficulty he was perſuaded: to accept of 
them. And a very remarkable circumſtance 
attended it. He was three tires miniſter, 
and as often a e gentleman, in e 4 
aur hours. vt. LET EE ee 
The War- Office moſt ſeverely felt "his 

_ tranſlation ; as there never- was à perſon in 
any department of the ſtate that Saen 
himfelf with more credit, or gave more uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction. His attention extended 
even to the minuteſt affair, and was unre- 
mitting. No officer had occafion to levee 
him twice. Upon their firſt application, 85 
immediately informed them whether "ew 
expectations could be anſwered. 

It muſt naturally be ſuppoſed chat 4 
3 ſon of Mr. Fox's great political genius, oy 
5 e underſtanding, could not feel 


14 himſelf 


160 


Wen in. 


himſelf happy in a ſituation where he was 
cramped by a man poſſeſſed of no other qua- 
lification but that of knowing how to give 
a good dinner. It was too late for him, 
however, to retraQt, . when he had once 
yielded to the ill-timed perſuaſions which 
over-ruled his judgment; and he found him- 
ſelf obliged to buſtle through the blunders 
daily committed by his coadjutor. The, ad- 
miniſtration he was engaged in, was, beſides, 
unfortunate. A chain of unforeſeen events, 

excluſive of the unlucky naval diſappoint- 
ment, and the fatal cataſtrophe which af- 
forded Mr. Pitt occafion to give ſo ſtriking 
2 ** of his eloquence, tended to make 
Mr. Caleraft's ambition took the alarm on 
his not being appointed ſecretary to his pa- 
tron. That gentleman gave the ſecretary- 
| ſhip to his nephew, the honourable Mr. 
Digby; to Calcraft's great diſappointment 
and vexation. The ties of gratitude, not- 
withitanding its uncommonly forcible claims 
from him, were greatly weakened in his 
breaſt upon this occaſion. He could not 
conceal his diſguſt. Upon my remonſtrating 
with him on the ſubje&, and repreſenting to 
him how unqualified he was to fit in Par- 
liament, ' I diſcovered that he had pleaſed 
himſelf with the thoughts of making a figure 
in St. Stephen's chapel. . To evade the regu- 
lation which prevented agents from: ſitting 


9 Fag 
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in the 8 I found, he propoſed making 


cover the agency for his regiments to his two 
principal clerks, reſerving the greateſt part 
of the emoluments to himſelf. 
When I heard this; I could not refrain 
from being a little ſarcaſtic. I told him, I 
made no doubt but that he would know. 
when he got into the houſe, which fide to 
take his ſeat on; yet, in my opinion, he was 
totally diſqualified from being any thing 
more than a Yea and Nay Man. He was 


much offended at the ſuppoſition, and made 


me the following ' ſenſible and florid reply: 
J am young 0 to learn. I have been 

ong enough, and will not be any 
« body's ſlave no lon er.” I know not 
which: furpriſed me mo his inſolence, his 
phraſeology, or his abſurdity; and I could 
not withhold from ſaying, that I was ſorry I 
had taken any pains to prevent his appear- 
ing to the world, the moſt ungrateful mon- 
ter in the univerſe. That he 'muſt expeQ, 
| if be proceeded in his fooliſh ſchemes, to 
be deteſted by every rational being. And I 
could not help concluding my animadver- 
ſions with 15 that expreſſive line of 
gy . | 


He chat's ungrateful has no crime but « one. * 
| As 1 had collected, whilſt I thus addrefſed 
him, all the contempt and indignation an of- 


ſended woman could call to her aid, in my 
* | 1 5 manner, 


„ 
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manner, look, and voice, he huddered as if a 


: gorgon had preſented itſelf to his view; and, 


the time, ſeemed to adopt my opinion. 
But his behaviour eee roved, that 
chis conceſſion was only deſigned as a maſcque 
to hide his intentions from me, and to free 
himſelf from my future jobations. „„ 

The ſeeds 6b that fouleſt of the mental im- 

perfeAions, ingratitude, were thickly fown in 
is heart. As Timon ſays of his friends, 


© The fellow had his ingratitude in him be 
a reditary. I dare ſay, the ſweet Tong of 


che immortal maſter of the paſſions, upon this 


fabjea, Blow, blow, thou winter's wund, occurs 


to your memory here, as it does to mine. 
Nothing can be more applicable The win- 


4 ter's wind is not, indeed, ſo unkind as 


man's ingratitude—its tooth is not ſo keen, 


4 becauſe it is not ſeen, although its breath 


Pt ride nor do the ireezings of the bitter 
: 4 une! near 0 nigh as N e ty 


e Lf 3. 7 . 
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VV 
AND 8 e indeed, 


more than once received your approba- ; 


on of my digreflive ' fallies.—T have like- 


_- 


k wiſe i a Honoured ewa -_ 5 in- 


* vr" | from 
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fm the beaten track of narrative, on con- 
dition that I do not keep out of the road fo 
long as to lead the imagination too far from 
the principal ſubjedt.— Thus encouraged, J 
will not again apologize, but ſuffer my pen to 
take its eourſe. Allez vous donc, ma plume. 
Every thing now conſpired to add: to m] 
vexatious fituation.. And theſe conſtant agi- 
tations of mind impaired my health; ſo that 
I was but ſeldom able to make my appear- 
ance at the theatre. The death of Miss 
French alſo affected me mueh, notwithſtand- 
ing it was an event to be expectetl⸗ and it 
7 enen, have been cruelty to wiſh: a life pro- 
_ longed, which, from the corroding refle&tions 
| — delicate ſenſations it muſt always have 
been a prey to, could never hope for tran- 
quillity. This once ſweet and lovely giti ex- 
pired, without a groan, one day as e ſat at 
dinner. Upon this occaſion I might, with 
propriety, once more make ufe of Gays de- 
_ feriptive phraſe, and * _ She t 
« her head, and died.“ 
From this incident, I am bee i 
it is ſituation which en cauſes the eſſeſt. 
Senſations receive their birth rather from 
circumſtances than from the events tbem- 
ſelves. For as there was an irremovable bar 
placed between this young lady and happi- 
neſs, had ſhe expired in her apartment, it 
-would not have excited either ſurprize or 
grief. But 10 rr exit during the con- 
10. I 65 Viviality 
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viviality of the feſtive board, was ſo unac- 
cuſtomed an accident, that it threw a damp 

upon the ſurrounding ſpeRators, and greatly 
added to the horror naturally attendant on 
the diſſolution of a human being. I after- 
wards learned, that the wretch, to whoſe vil- 
lainy this fair flower.owed. her untimely fall, 

was broke for cowardice. A certain proof, 
that none but daſtards can treat a weak, de- 
fenceleſs, unſuſpicious, unn mn n 
ſuch inhumanity. 

Beſides the diſtreſs I experienced in my 
| Family; the ill ſucceſs. of public affairs gave 
me equal uneaſinefs. Baiting a miniſter was 

no uncuſtomary thing; but the moſt palpable 
falſehoods were not wanting to calumniate 
the preſent. Mr. Fox was made account- 
able for the 2 of others. It had been 
thought neceſſary to engage foreign troops 
for hi internal a of. the 33 
This was a ſpacious field for the great orator 
to rove in, and give free ſcope to his un- 
bridled power of eloquence. Among other 
unhackneyed expreſſions, he made uſe of the 
. following :— He wiſhed the motion might 
prove a. mill-ſtone about the moyer's neck, 
to drag him to the lower regions. The event 
of che meaſure is well known. 
At length, worn out with repeated diſap- 
monty and. inceſſant abuſe, this great 
man /reGgned the ſeals. Had he been per- 
| e to act — as his. ſucceſſor 2 1 
rid] ave 
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have no 1 but he would have guided the 
helm with as much ſucceſs as he did. 
MI. Pitt now adopted the very plan that 
his predeceſſor had been ſtigmatized for. 
America was to be conquered i in Germany. Upon 
a motion he made in the houſe for that pur- 
poſe, Mr. Fox aroſe, and ſaid, I am happy 
the Right Honourable Gentleman has re- 
« trated the opinion he has hitherto main- 
'* tained. And I fincerely-wiſh, that what 
© he hoped would prove a mill-ſtone about 
n 2 neck, might become a brilliant, equal, 
I not ſuperior, to that of his nameſake N, 
to grace his hat withal.” The manner, in 
which this wiſh was delivered, added greatly 
to the thought. It ſeemed to point out the 
variableneſs of Mr. Pitt's political tenets, in 
direct oppoſition to his own, which had been 
always invariable, and fixed as the needle to 
the pode. - | 
I now grew weary both of my political a1 
6 . and my theatrical engagements. 
And, at the concluſion of the ſeaſon, I pro- 
poſed retiring to the Continent, as I made no 
doubt of Mr. Calcraft's paying my debts. 
But in this expectation I was once more dif 
appointed. For as ſoon as the ſeaſon was 
over, he waited upon Lady Tyrawley, and in- 
formed her, that a very great loſs had put it 
out of his Power to exonerate me from oy 


* 
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debts at preſent. He therefore ceciueſted. her 
| Ladyſhip to intercede with me, to have pa- 
tience till the enſuing. ſeaſon. ' He then of- 
fered to join with me in a bond to Sparks, 
for the four hundred pounds T owed him. 

I ſup zoſed he had received a liſt from Clif- 
fans ct the whole of my debts; but as he 
never purpoſed to pay them, he deemed that 
an unneeeſſary trouble. As I could not ima- 
Lvl that he would endeavour to impoſe a 

alſehood upon any lady who was herſelf a 
miracle of truth, I ſubmitted to his propo- 
fal, and joined in the execution of the bond 
to Mr. Sparks, which prev never been Pa to 
this hour. 

I now bnd we, two eus pounds 
upon my jewels, of Bibby, a pawnbroker, in 
'Stanhope-ftreet, Clare-market; and adding 


this to che money I had received at my be- 


nefit, paid my creditors as far as it would 
£0; reſerving only two hundred pounds for 

the exigencies of my intended journey to 
ftme Hague. I had been prevented, as I have 
d informed you, from viſiting” that 
Place laſt ſummer, and I now was determined 
5 do it. I was the more anxious to quit the 


—— as company was grown diſagree- 
Able to me. My ſpirits were ſo deprefſed, 
that I could: not keep up the ball of con- 
yerfation as uſual. At the ſame time I did 
not wiſh to have my dejection perceived, leſt 

i mould Tad” to. a ſuſpicion of the- cabſe. 
J could 
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could not bear the thoughts that my ſitua- 
tion ſhould be even gueſſed at. I was as 
cautious in this reſpect, as if I myſelf had 
been guilty of the cruel deception, which 
had been practiſed upon me —as if the un- 
happineſs I laboured under proceeded from 
my o imprudence, and not the villaingof 
enotber. ', 25% 

I ͤſet out according to my intention for 
Holland, and arrived at Amfterdam, with» 
out any circumſtance occurring worthy of 
relating. In this city I was adviſed, by my 
former travelling. attendant, John, who hikes _ 
wiſe accompanied me during my preſent 
tour, to make a ſtay of a few days. As I 
repeated to you a — of the obſervations 4 
made in my laſt excurſion, and they met with 
a favourable benen 1 mall do the ſame 
now. bad Ian 

eee is a very . The 
baude are handſomely built, and the ſtreets 
are remarkably: e There are many 
churches of all perſuaſions in it, but none 
are permitted the uſe of bells, but pm on ber 
onging to the Calviniſts, which is the eſta. 
bliched religion. The chapels amount te 
twenty ſeven. Among theſe, there is a kind 
pf monaſtery, the nuns of which are not con- 

fined to the ſtrict rules of others, but allowed 
to marry, if they pleaſe. The air of the 
city is far from being pure, n 
| _ frequently ee it. "2 


1. ne LIFE r. 


The current coin is guilders, in value 
aber two ſhillings. The - induſtry of the 
inhabitants is incredible. To ſee a perſon 
idle in Amſterdam, would-be a miracle. The 
trade of this place 1s greater than that of any 
other part in Europe, the vaſt commerce 
which is carried on by the Dutch to the Eaſt- 
Indies centering here. It abounds with hoſ- 
itals, beſides which there are boxes, for the 
bioeke of the poor, hung up in different parts 
of the city, the produce of which is diſtri- 
buted every quarter of a year by the over- 
ſeers. The play-houſes pay half thei n 
us to the indigent. 
The exchange is one of its enkel orna- 
ments. The gates of the city are ſhut up 
every night at a quarter paſt twelve, and 
every perſon coming in after that hour pays 
an additional penny for the poor. The houſes 


of  correftion are worth viewing. Thoſe 


who are confined in them raſp or fo Brazil 

wood. And the indolent are puniſhed; in a 
very extraordinary manner. They are ſhut 
up into a place, into which the water flows, 
o that they are obliged to pump inceſſant- 
ly to preſerve themſelves. from drowning. 
Their public ſchools are much talked: of, 
but 1 had not an opportunity of viewing 
them. There are four: ſluices which open 
into the Wye, where there are beautiful 
1 walks nant wks trees. een n Wye 

5 - there 
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there is one, which commands a very exten- 
ſive proſpect. In different parts of the city 
are à great number of mills for ſawing of 
wood, for poliſhing of nnn and for mak- 
ing gunponder, Ke. 

Here we reſided a week. But the length 
of our reſidence was more owing to the bad- 
neſs of the weather, than to any prepoſſeſſioa 
in favour of the place, For the people are 
too buſy to be civil. And though, from 
the extenſiveneſs of its trade, Amſterdam 
might juſtly be ſtiled the grand cenſorium 
of commerce and opulence, yet I never. was 
in any place that I would 0. . to it as 
the place of my abode. | 
At the Hague you get, as it were; into | 
. another. world. There the people are al- | 
together as polite; and particularly ſo to 
ſtrangers. Many of the ſtreets and 3 
places are ſpacious and airy. The buildings, 

In general, are grand, and the air is p 

This I experienced as ſoon as I approached 
it, as I had found a difficulty in breathing at 
Amſterdam. I had letters of recommenda- 
tion to Mr. Van Helt's family, which made 
my ſtay at the Ha 854 very agreeable. __ 

The palace at Opdam is the moſt magni- 
ficent. "The Prince of Orange has a houſe 


here, but it is not, in my opinion, equal to 
that of the Deputies of Amſterdam. The 
town-houſe is a very handſome Dune In 
the front * it is a motto in Laa hich 
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means, that it is not in the power of Jupiter 

_ himſelf to pleaſe every one. The 
church fronts the town-houſe, which has : 
nothing belonging to it to excite curioſity 
but a very high ſteeple. The principal 
ſtreet, called the Prince Graft, is moſt beauti- 
ful indeed. A fine canal, adorned with 
trees, runs through it. The buildings are 
ſumptuous, and are . W by peo- 


bt of quality. 6 


IS environs are 
e wood, which is "Gicuate3” at a little 
© from the town, and where there is 
à palace belonging to the Prinee of Orange. 
They have a legend here, that Margafet, 
— of the Count of Holland and Zea- 
was delivered of three hundred and 
fixty-five children at a birth. I reſided in 
is delightful town fix weeks; and the great 
Civilities 1. received during that time, are ſtill 
imprinted on my memory. Excuſe this cur- 
_ ory, unconnected account of the places 1 
viſited. Tou will readily perceive that the 
obſervations were made, and are now. writ- . 
den, in haſte. 2 
Upon my return to Biel 18 Wen 
w engage once more with Mr. Rich. But 
Barry being gone to Ireland, I did not chooſe E 
to hazard the reputation I had gained on 
the ſtage, by playing to empty benches.” 1, 
accordingly, as I made no doubt. of my 
e ſoon * by Mr. ee 1 
clined 


27 
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elined any agreement. My health was per- 

fectly eſtabliſhed, but a gloom had taken 
poſſeſſion of my mind that I could not get 
rid of. I flew to diſſipation for relief; but 
that proved a vain reſource, eſpecially as 
the cauſe of that gloom reſided under the 
roof with me- Diſſipation ever proves a vain 
: 1 for a wounded mind—It might in- 
deed, {if I may be allowed to uſe the word 
hen ſpeaking of an immaterial ſubſtance) 
_ Ficatrize the wound; ſpread over it a ſeeming 
healthy ſkin, and give a deluſive glom to 
the countenance; but under theſe appear-. 
ances, the Ant Will ſtill rankle, and need 
a different treatment. Sufferings are alone 


to be alleviated by a patient reſignation to 


the will of heaven; and the only cure for 
them is Hape. 


I Qhad an offer, about this time, from Mr. 
Woodward; of joining Mr. Barry and himſelf 


at their Dae - Cranes. Dublin, in 
hich they had a joint concern. This gen- 
tleman was indiſcreet enough, upon ſome 
trifling quarrel wich Mr. Garrick, co:embark 
4 fortune of eleven thouſand pounds in 1 
theatrical adventure with Bibi who n 

o Was Without a killing, but. . 


cbnbered with debts. As the firſt ſtep to- 


wards getting rid of his 7 A ok thea-. 


| tre was to be bullet 1 


Mr. Moſſ6p had engaged other an 
| there, in n oppolition to — And as _ 
| cen 
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been ſo careſſed and flattered at Dublin, in 
my younger days, it was naturally to be ſup- 
poſed, that the ſucceſs I had fince met with 
on the London theatres, would enhance my 
value; and make me a deſirable acquiſition 
to any houſe I ſhould appear at. In anſwer 
to Mr. Woodward's application, which was 
by letter, I informed him, that at the diſ- 
tance of ſo many months I could not come 
to any reſolution relative to his propoſals ; 
but if J viſited Ireland, I would moſt cer- 
=O yy bim the h = tha 

, A. B. 


f y * 
* FE. AS. 33 5 : g * "12 
1 2 , 0 * 7 


* * T T E R XXI. . 
77 Jh 28 72— 
T this: time, hs celebrated Madam 
CX' Bruna made a viſit to England, in order 
to try if ſhe could not recover ſame part of 
an eſtate her grandfather had forfeited, in 
the reign of King William. The Marquis 
de Abrio, ambaſſador from the court of 
Spain, who had ſueceeded General Wali, 
Was captivated” by her voice. And as his 
Excellency was intimate at my houſe, and 
knew my paſſion for muſic, he introduced 
this lady to me. I was ſo faſcinated by her 
muſical powers, that every hour ſhe could 
ſpare the'complaiſantly "I with me in 
0 


r 
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| Though Shakpere ſays, © there's nought 
* ſo ſtockiſh, hard, and full of rage, but 
Wy mulic for the time doth change his na- 
« ture;” yet, as I have ſaid before, Calcraft 
was an exception to this rule, He ſo diſ- 
liked harmony, that whenever the ſound 
reached his ear, he directly went abroad. 
This, added to the gratification of my paſ- 
ſion for muſic, induced me to have frequent 
concerts; and ſome of the firſt ladies ho- 
noured me with their company upon theſe 
occaſions. This Syren was ſo much admired, 
that whenever ſne choſe to enchant her hear- 
ers, the Spaniſh ambaſſador's houſe, as well 
as mine, were crowded. I was now never 
at home, except when I had parties, which 
prevented. Mr. Calcraft and me from meet» 
ing, but now and then at dinner. 

On New Year's Day, I had always a con- 


cert and ball. This year, Mr. Calcraft, in 
conſideration of my not having any 2 


trical engagement, ſent me a hundred gui 


neas by the houſe ſteward. I own I was 


greatly ſurpriſed: at this unexpected fit of 
generoſity. And, though it was very in- 
"adequate to the expences of the day, as I had 
the firſt performers. at the concert, and a 
great number of ladies as viſitors, together 
with the foreign miniſters, I accepted of it. 
The unfortunate Count de Bathmore, mini- 
ſter from the court of Denmark, opened the 
ball with the Counteſs of n 1. 

f dne 
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the three young ladies, who vied with the 
three Graces, followed their lovely mother. 
The night was ſpent in feſtivity, which 
was in a great meaſure owing to the abſence 
of the maſter of the manſion. He had, as 1 
afterwards learned, formed, at this time, a 
connection with a lady who had been my 
molt intimate acquaintance. It was with 
ſome degree of ſurprize, that I heard every 
thing I ſaid of Mr. Calcraft repeated with 
exaggeration by my woman. She was per- 
petually throwing out hints of his new en+ 
gagement. But as his amours could not 
concern me, I turned a deaf ear to them. 
In theſe repetitions there were many unne- 
|  cefſary exaggerations. For as my averſion to 
him was confirmed, and I always valued 
myſelf upon my fincerity,. what I aid of 
him 8458 no addition.1 
When I went to my e 0 
the ball, Clifford, who was ready to burſt 
With the ſecret, wiſhed me joy of the hun- 
dred guineas. To which ſhe added, thas 
her maſter had been much afraid I ſhould | 
not have had my uſual entertainment that 
day. Upon my e e why ; ſhe ſaid, if 
1 had not, he would have been deprived of 
the opportunity of keeping his aſſignation 


With my good friend, mentioning; her name. 


At firſt; '1 laughed at the abſurdity: of the 
. oy Wr me ill Wrong _= 
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it, I grew angry; as the perſon ſhe men- 


tioned was a married woman. 
At length, ſhe informed me, that E i» 


would be at the pains to convince myſelf of 


the truth of what ſhe had told me, I might 
very ſoon do it; as ſhe knew their place of 
rendezvous, and would attend me. With 
regard to the gentleman, he had my free 
permiſſion to engage himſelf wherever 


thought proper. But as the lady had en- 


joyed my confidence, and been 0 of 


every thing I poſſeſſed, I could not ſo eaſily 
reconcile myſelf to her treachery, I wasnow 


no longer at a loſs to account for the many 


ſories | had heard repeated to my diſadvan- 


tage. But the perpetual round of engage- 
ments I was involved in, made me forget for 
a time the information I had received. 


One evening, however, Clifford came to | 


| me, and informed me, that if I would 590 
to a certain houſe in Leiceſter Square, I might 


be fatisfiediof the truth of what ſhe had cold | 
me, by being an eye · witneſs to their meet- 


ing. I e ſet out with her, and 
Was convinced, rom ocular demonſtration, 


that my female friend was one of the moſt | 


vortalel $ of women. 


Mf.Ir. Calcraft, alarmed left I ſhould divulge : 

| the affair, which might, bring on a proſecu-". 
tion from the \injured , huſband, came di- 
rectiy home, in order to prevail i me Jo 7h 


bon aaa] 


*. . 


et off the next morning for Briſtol, if he 
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deſpiſing both the lady and the gentleman 
too much to trouble myſelf about them. 
Shame, avarice, and, I have reaſon to be- 
Heve, 4/guft, made him avoid me for ſome 
time after the diſcovery. But this I was not 
in the leaſt diſpleaſed at, as J had come to a 
reſolution. to leave his houſe. 
_ Notwithſtanding what had happened, 3Z 
entertained no doubt but that he would keep 
the promiſe he had ſo often made to me, 
and fo ſolemnly repeated to Lady Tyrawley. 
During the ft three months of my reſiding 
in Parliament-ſtreet, we did not meet above 
twice. At the expiration of the time when 
the money was to be paid, I went to my 
much loved adviſer at Somerſet · houſe. Since 
1 had informed that lady of my real ſituation, 
ſhe had redoubled her regard for me. My 
having been deceived into a connection with 
'a man I could neither love nor eſteem, ſe- 
cured me her compaſſion. As ſhe ſaw that 
the uncertainty of my fate made me truly 
.wretched, her ladyſhip adviſed me not to 
delay coming to an eclairciſſement; and if 
Mr. Calcraft prevaricated in the leaſt, to quit 
the houſe immediately. 
Though pi udence dictated that it would 
not be pro er to leave Parliament-ſtreet till 
he had fulfilled his promiſe, I reſolved to 


made the lea demur. I therefore; as foon as I 
FARES from Lady T ** 8. ordered "fr 
4 6 "mt 


\ 
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ford to ſeal up the receipts of Maiſoneuve, 
,Deard, and Lazarus, the perſons of whom I 
had purchaſed my jewels. Theſe amounted' 
to fix thouſand pounds, exclufive of thoſe 
left me by Miſs Meredith, and which, as her' 

legacy, I could not part with. I further 
gave her directions to order a chaiſe and four 
go be ready at fix o'clock, and to pack up 
what would be neceſſary for my journey. 

It was very uncommon for Mr. Calcraft 
id myſelf to dine alone. But we then for- 
tunately ſat down c te- d- tẽte. Mrs. Walker, 
who knew my intention, purpoſely abſented 

| herſelf upon the occaſion. She was _ 
| Pared as well as myſelf for the Journey, as 
we neither of us had the leaſt expectation of 
his performing his promiſe, e MEy 5 
Lady Tyrawley was ſo ſanguine. 5 
There is not in nature ſo difficult a taſk, as 
to prevail upon one's ſelf to ſolicit a favour 
from a being we hate. Even to receive an 
obligation una/ted is diſagreeable. To aſk - 
it was peculiarly grating to my mind, as. 
» > ome" ſubjects were ever, as I have al- 
ready informed you, diſcordant to my foul, _ 
Theſe: ſentiments ſpread an unaccultomed | 
gravity over my countenance.. This could 
not paſs unobſerved: by him; and he en- 
_ quired whether I was indiſpoſed. Upon my 
anſwering, yes! he was good enough to aſk 
of what nature my diſorder-was. To which 
1 . ee 6 The yery worſt that can oppteſs _. 
. FNR ö‚ö JV 
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« a wretch; I am overwhelmed with, debt, 
« and deceived beyond a poſſibility of re- 
% paration.” 

He then commented upon my extrava- | 
gance. Told me that my late hours affected 
my health, and conſequently made me low 
ted, ; Said; that I enjoyed every pleaſure 
B world, could afford. And concluded 
with aſſuring me, that with regard to my 
debts, he would be ſatisfied I had ſome re- 
gard for him, before he parted with ſo ca- 
pital a ſum. After this, he muttered ſome- 
thing I did not, at that time, well under 
ſtand. K 

To all this I replied, that conſidering the- 
terms we had been upon ſince I had diſeo- 
vered the cruel deception he had made uſe 
of to ruin me, he could not poſſibly have 
any right to cenſure my conduct; nor did I 
think myſelf, in any ſhape, accountable. to: 
him. And as to regard for him, I neither 
had; nor ever could, profeſs what was fo 
reign from my ſoul. I told him, that what: 
I now required of him, was only the 
formance of a- promiſe, which 1 claimed as | 
a debt. A promiſe which he ought to con- 
fider as binding, had nat the bills to be diſ- 
charged been for what was conſumed in bis 

houſe and by his company; but as he knew 
that to be really the caſe, it muſt certainly 
tender the obligation ſtronger, 1 than 


1% > rake nd 3 and Poſitive anſwer.” 
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To CY however, without any heſitation, 


he gave a negative. 
Upon which, I very calmly, but beſtow⸗ 


ing upon him, at the ſame time, a ſmile of 
the moſt ineffable contempt; aſked him if 
he would lend me the ſum of two thouſand _ 
four hundred pounds upon my jewels, which. 
were pledged. I mentioned that ſum, as 
the intereſt had accumulated, and I had ns 
money to take me to Briſtol. Ithen produced 
the duplicate. He made no objection to the 
advance of two thouſand pounds, but the four. - 
hundred he demurred at. Leſs I told him 
would not do. At laſt he ga gave Mr. Willis, 
the money; 


the clerk I have often mention 
upon my producing the jeweller's receipts: - 


When this was done, I requeſted that he 
would diſpoſe of the jewels as ſoon as he 


. could, 1250 having repaid himſelf the money 


he had now advanced, let me have the over⸗- 
Plus to pay my creditors,” a far as it would 

; for I could do very well with the dia- 
lids 1 had, or without any, rather than to 
30 afked for money that was. juſtly due. He 


gave me upwards of an bundred, and ſem - 


ed very happy to have a depoſſt in his hands, 
worth three times. the ſum he had advanced 


* 


Nor was it the leaſt part of his pleaſure 


that he had made me "el at' 950 n; a ug 


| rate. 


- wag ordered, and as my daughter was ed 
N N | a 5 ö return, 


*he chaiſe came to 5the Aa + at che time it 


Mn Lire 


return, he ſame evening, to Camden Houſe; 
where ſhe went to ſchool, Mr. Calcraft might 
naturally 3 the carriage was for that 
purpoſe ; bur upon his obſerving four horſes = 
and a trunk bedind; he remarked that this 
was unneceſſary for ſo ſhort a way. To 
which I replied, that I was going a great 
way; for 1 propoſed lying at Reading "that 
night. And as the horſes were my own, I 
certainly had a right to make uſe of them. 
At hearing this, his colour, which was ge- 
nerally ay florid, became in an inſtant pale 
as: death He, are handed me to the 
Carriage with the moſt calm, and apparently 
vnaffected indifference. I then bid him 
adieu; ſaying, We ſhould never, 7 hoped, 
Meet again. bs, £8 ; 
When got into. the chaiſe, the ee 
LH I felt could not be exceeded by thoſe of a 
_ wretch-reprieved from condign puniſhment. 
Though deeply involved in debt, and with- 
out one pleaſing: proſpect, I never in my 
life experienced ſuch unimbittered joy. The 
parting from my daughter was indeed ſome 
abatement of it when I could collect my 
thoughts, but as I intended a ſpeedy return, 
1 hoped ſoon to ſee her again at the ſchool, 
though not at her father's. And as 1 was 
accuſtomed to be ſeparated from her, it was 
but a momentary pang. | OP 
At Salt-hill I met Mr. Fox, to who 4 b 
Jated 1 whole of oa had happened.” He 
ER __  viamed 


n me for 8 the houſe before I 
was quite clear; and earneſtly requeſted that 
I would return. He informed me that Mr. 
| Calcraft had hinted at my having, for ſome 

time paſt, entertained a partiality towards 
another; and my quitting his houſe ſo ſud- 
denly, he ſaid, would tend to confirm his 
ſuſpicions. As I was conſcious there was not 
the leaſt foundation for ſuch a- ſurmiſe, it 
doubly incenſed me againſt the entertainer of 
it; and determined me never to ſee or hold 
any communication with a man, who added 
calumny to the irreparable injuries he had 
done me; and that merely to avoid paying 
what in juſtice and equity he was e 
e 

Permit me here; to add to wha I bave al- 
ready faid on this ſubject, that 1 cannot help 
thinking our laws are very deficient, in not 
making a promiſe as valid as a bond.— As to 
myſelf, I eſteem it much more binding. In 
the former I conſider myſelf as obliged to the 
perſon who accepts it, for placing a confidence 
in my honour. The fenſe: of the obligation 
dwells upon my mind, and. ſtimulates me to 


- the performance of it. As in love or friend- 


ſhip we are obliged to the perſons who thi 
us worthy of their attention; ſo in a promiſe; 
IJ am doubly indebted to thoſe Who: gave me 
N for the fulfilling M.. . 
Upon my arrival at Briſtol, I renwines a 
Jetter from Mr. W with very advan- 
. dlecgeous 


— 
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| fageoiis offers. In my anſwer I informed. 
him of my promiſe to Mr. Woodward, which 


obliged me to give him the preference. 
And ſoon after 1 wrote to Mefirs. Wood- 


ward and Barry, to let them know that my 


terms would be a thouſand guineas for. the 
ſeaſon, and two benefits. But receiving no 
anſtuer from them, I accepted of Mr. Moſ- 
fop's propoſal, upon the ſame terms. That 
gentleman brought the agreement down to 
me; and the honourable Mr. Beresford Was 
his ſuret ). 

When Mr. Moſſop returned to London, he 
bought himſelf ſo happy in the acquiſition 
he had made to his company, that he men- 
tioned it every where. The news ſoon reach- 
ed Mr. Calcraft. Alarmed at it, hc wrote to 
Lord Tyrawley, who was then at Bath, re- 
queſting that he would come over to Brifto} : 
to me; and chdeavour to prevail upon me to 
return to him. He, at the ſame time; offered 
me; by his Lordſhip; a charte blanthe. M 

friend, Quin, and General _— : 
1 his Lordſhip in this viſit.” 4 

My Lord made uſe of every argument w 
bir power, to influence me to accept of Mr. 
Oaſeraſt's ptopoſals. And my ſecond: father 
unitech His influence, which was not in the 
leaſt abated, with that of his Lordſhip ;' but 
I was-inflexible. I had not an opportunity 
_ of azquainting Lord Tyrawley with the real 
ona off this — obſtinary.; but ag e 


* 
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penalty of my engagement with. Moſſop was. 

in the ſum of two thouſand pounds, I knew 

it was ſcarcely to be expetted, that a man. 

who, inſtigated by avarice, had repeatedly 

broken the moſt ſolemn promiſes, would 
engage to pay ſuch an additional ſum. 

But had he conſented to make over to me 

the whole of his fortune, unleſs induced by 
my affection for my children, I would not 
have accepted of it. For though paſſion wag- 
but a bad excuſe for the unpardonable de- 
ceptions he made uſe of to get poſſeſſion of 
me, yet it was ſome excuſe. Whereas no 
palliation could be urged for his meanneſs, 
and repeated breaches of faith, in not ex- 
onerating me from my debts. This had ſo 
deeply rooted my . contempt for him, that 

whatever offers he could make, deſerved, 
and received, a rejection. 

Before Lord Tyrawley and his companions 
left me, Mr. Quin laid me a wager of one 
hundred guineas, that I ſhould not go to 
Ireland. Which, on his loſing the wager, 
he afterwards ſent me, without my remind- 
ing him of it; but what was of much greater 
value to me than the money, he accompa- 
nied it with a letter, containing aſſurances of 

bis unalterable friendſhip. And, indeed, it 
only ended with his life. ; ; | 
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